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M u t u a l respect

QL

May I admit to an irrational, stubborn prejudice? When a young person slathers her conversation with a
thick coating of “ I’m like,” I immediately conclude that she is a brainless, self-absorbed goose. You know the
kind of valley talk I’m referring to, don’t you? The word “like" allows the speaker to put herself in the center
of every mini-drama she recounts, no matter how mundane. (“I have to go home this weekend, and I'm like,
‘Why do you need me this weekend?’ and my folks are like, ‘Because we do,’ and I'm like, ‘That is so
unfair! ) I m sure my prejudice is ill-founded, and that many men and women
who talk this way are mature and intelligent.
When I arrived on campus, the first thing I noticed about Wooster stu
dents is that they meet your eye, smile, and say hello. More about that later.
The second thing I noticed was that in conversations with adults, they don’t
lapse into valley-goose talk. Perhaps they speak that way to each other. But
the important thing is, they know when to drop the dialect. They know when
it isn’t working for them.
In fact, every interaction I have had with Wooster students raises them
higher in my esteem. I’ve been treated to top-notch communication with our
three student editorial assistants, our student photographer, the students I
met through the Lowry Center’s Meet and Eat program and at the Alumni
Office’s etiquette dinner. Wooster students speak well. Which, of course, is
not news to you. But I wanted to tell you that—as a newcomer—I’m noticing.
Here s why I think Wooster students appear to go out of their way to
greet adults on campus. It reflects the high esteem that our faculty and stu
dents hold for each other. This mutual respect is the result of small classes
and individual attention, particularly through the Independent Study process.
So, even if you're not a faculty member, if you’re over the age of 25 and
have gray hair to boot-you benefit.

Karol and student photographer
Emma Powell '08, ever vigilant
for the perfect black squirrel.

I
hope you enjoy our traditional I.S. coverage. I also hope you value our
features about two very different prisons. One is a “feel good" story. The
other isn t. Thank you for the opportunity to tell both stories.
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On the c o v e r

Larry Stewart, Mildred Foss Thompson Professor of English,
advised Briel Naugle ’06 throughout her four years at Wooster,
L,ke many students, Naugle found the I.S. experience a valuable
stepping stone to graduate school. This fall she is attending

Bowling Green State University, where she has accepted a teachino
fellowship in American Culture Studies In Stewart's 39 vears
at Wooster, he estimates that he has advised approximated
160 students on their I.S. projects.
*
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We welcome your thoughts on the magazine’s contents. Write to Karol
Crosbie, editor, Wooster, Ebert Art Center, The College of Wooster,
1189 Beall Ave., Wooster, Ohio, 44691, or kcrosbie@wooster.edu.
We may edit letters for clarity and length. Please include a phone number.

L E T T E RS FROM OUR READERS

M a i l b ox

The new look
You saw

I am only 60 years old and have no problem
with my other magazines. I hope your type will
not get any smaller or lighter; if so, I will not be
able to read parts of the magazine.
TOMMY DAW SO N ’ 68
SO UTH PADRE ISLAND, TEX.

If if ain’t broke, don’t fix It. No doubt you
have heard that bit of wisdom. While innovation

You squinted

You squawked

We grew!
Many readers contacted us about
the type size in the last issue.
Accordingly, we’ve grown.
-T H E EDITORS

The latest Spring 2 0 0 6 issue provided
much enjoyment and many articles and items
of interest. One suggestion that I have is that
you take a hard look at the print size used in
many sections of the new magazine form at
Thanks for bringing some new perspectives to
Wooster. I will continue to look forward to the

is generally to be encouraged, innovation mere
ly for the sake of having something new and

JIM ROBERTSON

different is foolish. In the case of the new

HOUSTON, TEX.

“new” Wooster magazine in my mailbox.

design for l/l/oosfermagazine, the result is
deplorably counterproductive. If you want and

As a long time reader of Wbosfer maga
zine, I have a suggestion about the cover. It

expect people to read the magazine, then you
ought not to throw obstacles in their way.

seems to me that the one thing which all of us

BRIAN VAUGHN ’ 66
OAKLAND, CALIF.

The new format of the magazine is very
refreshing and colorful; I like it My only prob
lem is the extremely small size fonts which
accompany pictures and the information on the

have in common is Wooster. I think the person
who takes the pictures for the Web site does
an excellent job and any one of those pictures
would make a great Wooster cover. The art on
the cover was interesting and certainly
deserved to be featured inside the magazine,
but I suspect that the article was not read by

bottom of the inside cover (where your

everyone. We all have different interests, but a
picture of current student life, a landscape

e-mail address is located). Please keep us
older folks in mind. Otherwise, a great job!

scene, picture of a building, or even an “old"
picture will draw us in. Once inside the maga

KLAUS E. KRONER ’49
LEVERETT, MASS.

zine, most of us read the class notes and then
look at the other articles, if we are interested.
NANCY MORNING VODRA ’ 63

Nice changes and the Web site for the
magazine is terrific, Don’t know if the latter is
new. I found it when trying to find a way to con
tact you so I could request that you increase
the size of your type or the density of the char
acters. Preferably both. You must have packed
many more stories into the new magazine.
If only I could read them.
MEL ORWIG ’ 62
RIO RANCHO, N. MEX.

BROOKFIELD, CONN.

I was so happy to get the spring edition of
Wooster magazine. I would have been much
happier if I could have read It.

The alumni magazine is slick and goodlooking. So the pages are wider. WHO CHOSE
THE TYPE? Some of it is so tiny and light that
it is hardly legible. I could barely make out this
address!
ALI CE QUI N WARD ’ 4 6
EAST LANSI NG, MI CH.

Congratulations on a beautiful new
design of the magazine! I read this issue
from cover to cover, and especially enjoyed
reading about the black squirrels and
MacLeod tartan origins. Good luck, best
wishes, and keep up the good work.
KAREN J OHNSON ’ 87
CHI CAGO, ILL.

This is my first letter to an editor in ages.
I am proud to tell you how impressed I am with
your spring edition.

MARCIA SHAFFER FINCKEN ’45

BETTY LEONARD STEAD ’ 4 6

MEDFORD, N.J.

ADDI SON, TEX.

The magazine is beautiful.... and the article
about Ed Arn is very, very good.
RUTH ANN COLEMAN DAVIS ’ 51
SOUTHINGTON, CONN.
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C o m m e n c e m e n t 2006
A rainy day forced 3 7 9 graduates inside for commencement
ceremonies, where they heard an address by Carol Geary Schneider,
president of the Association of American Colleges and Universities.
The Reverend Donald B. “Cash” Register '59 spoke at baccalaureate.
Honorary degrees were conferred upon Anita L. DeFrantz,
Olympic bronze medal winner in rowing and president of the
Amateur Athletic Foundation of Los Angeles; Donald L. Kohn '64,
new vice chairman of the U.S. Federal Reserve System; and the
Emerson String Quartet.

Student spotlight: A 13 -year journey
It was 1985 and Sally Whitman, with a high school education and
four years of secretarial experience, accepted a position in Wooster's
Office of Admissions, where Hayden Schilling was serving as Dean.
He asked me during an evaluation what I planned to do next,” she
remembers. “I told him that I didn't feel confident or qualified to do
anything else because I didn't have a college degree. He immediately
reached for a College catalogue and said, ‘We can take care of that.’”

After 13 years of study, Sally Whitman receives her degree and
congratulations from Wooster President R. Stanton Hales.

For the next 13 years, Whitman raised a young family, continued
her job at Wooster (she is currently executive assistant to the secre
tary of the college), and took one course each semester. Along with
other seniors, she labored on her Independent Study, and under the

direction of Larry Stewart, professor of English, completed, “Pay more
attention to clothes and manners: An analysis of female characters in
children’s literature."
In May, 2 0 0 6 Whitman graduated with a B.A. in English.

Five Fulbrights awarded
to students, faculty

Professional meeting
presentations

The Fulbright Program, the nation's leading
international educational exchange for students,
awarded grants to three seniors to study abroad.
Erica elites, a geology major with a minor in
German, will teach English in Greifswald,
Mecklenburg Vorpommern, Germany. Lindsay
Horst, anthropology, will teach English in South
Korea; Leah Steiner Suter. a double major in

Chick embryos, sex-reversed
mice, and the Celtic invasion of
Ireland—these I.S. topics and a
dozen more were recently pre
sented by students at a variety of
professional meetings.
Seven geology majors pre
sented at the North-Central

German and women's studies, will teach English
in Vienna, Austria.
Jeffrey Lantis, associate professor of political
science, received a Fulbright Senior Scholar
Award to research Australian debates over the

Richard Bell, the Frank Halliday Ferris
Professor of Philosophy, Emeritus, received a
Fulbright Scholar Grant to lecture and conduct

Akron; four archaelogy students
presented at the Society for
American Archaeology in San

ratification of international treaties. He will con
duct research in Sydney and Canberra and serve
as visiting scholar in the School of Politics and

research at Rhodes University in South Africa. He
will study contemporary African authors who write
about liberation and freedom, justice following

Juan, Puerto Rico, and four psy

international Relations at the University of New
South Wales.

mass violence, truth commissions, and deliberative
democracy and restorative justice.

Research Conference at BaldwinWallace College.

Dreamstime.com

Section of the Geological Society
of America at the University of

chology majors presented at the
Ohio Undergraduate Psychology

SUMMER 2 0 0 6 'Wooster 3

H A P P E N I N G S AROUND CAMPUS

Odk G T 0 V

£

Marrying art and chemistry
Megan Sarah Lazorski '06, a double
major in chemistry and studio art, com
bined her two passions to develop a pho
tosensitive glaze that can be used for
imprinting images
onto ceramic art.
For her I.S.,
Lazorski used the
glaze on a number
of original sculp
tures, which cap
ture images of early
alchemy.
One of the
speakers at the
sixth annual Independent Study Dinner
Celebration, Lazorski described the d iffi
cult process with humor and insight.
“When I turned in my two I.S.s to the
Registrar's Office and they gave me my
Tootsie Roll, I wanted to file a complaint.
Where was my other Tootsie Roll? .. .
“The I.S. process allowed me to actually
understand the connectivity between the
disciplines.”

Chemistry professor D ick Bromund retires
To make a point, Dick Bromund was known to leap from a desk, dash up and down
the steps, and vibrate like a molecule. A fte r 3 9 years of hands-on education, patient
investment in his students, and service to his department, Dick Bromund is retiring.
His students remember him as someone who cared both fo r their intellectual and
personal well-being. Former student Nate Bower '73, professor of chemistry at
Colorado College, recently established the T. A. Sanborn-R. H. Bromund Scholarship in
part to honor Bromund. “He was always a kind and thoughtful person who put students
first,” said Bower,
Bromund was valued fo r many things by his colleagues, not the least his ability to fix
chemistry equipment and his knowledge of the building. He was dubbed the “building
shepherd” during the 1 9 9 8 -9 9 renovation of Severance Hall, when he worked closely
with architects, builders, and staff.
Colleague Paul Edmiston, associate professor of chemistry, uses their shared
language to describe his friend: “I would say he is like classic qualitative analysis as
practiced by generations of chem ists-tim e-tested, nothing hidden, always visible,
surprisingly colorful (even when you know what will happen), tried and true.”

Former Wooster coach is
famous all over again
Jack Lengyel, who coached football at The
College of Wooster from 1966-1970 and
went on to coach the program at Marshall
University in Huntington, W. Va., will be the
subject of a movie scheduled to be released
in December 2006. The Warner
Brothers/Legendary Pictures film, We Are
Marshall, stars Matthew McConaughey as
Lengyel and David Strathairn as the acting
president of Marshall.
Lengyel took the reins at Marshall
University in 1971, following the worst
sports-related disaster in U.S. h isto ry-a
plane crash that killed 37 Marshall football
players and five coaches.

The New York Times'. W ooster’
s endowment “
on a roll”
|

MARKET VALUE HAS C L I MB E D TO ALMOST $ 2 5 0 MI LLI ON

The College of Wooster's endowment strategy snagged the attention of The New York Times
this spring. In a May 10 article (“After Doing Its Homework, a College Puts Its Money Into Hedge
Funds”), Times business reporter Jenny Anderson wrote that Wooster’s “endowment is on a roll...
[It] has climbed to $ 2 5 0 million today, from $89 million in 1990.”
The article focused on Wooster's use of alternative investments, including many that are commonly lumped together under the broad heading of hedge funds, to achieve those results. Such
funds, Anderson wrote, “aim for a positive return regardless of market conditions.”
Responding to that focus, Stewart Massey 7 9 , a Wooster trustee and
20-year Wall Street veteran, told the Times, “I would
argue that the structure of our endowment has less risk .
fhan those endowments that have a more traditional

WEB REGISTRATION
Registration goes online
The old-fashioned way of registering for
classes was not without its quaint charm. A

asset allocation to fixed income and equities." Massey has
chaired the College's investment committee since 1992.
The Times noted that other committee members
include a former partner from Goldman Sachs, the presi- \

collegial sense of community pervaded in the
old gym. Fortified with doughnuts and cof
fee, faculty and staff provided crowd control
and moral support, and at the end of three
hours, the total student population left with
the promise of at least three classes.

dent of a mutual fund company, the vice chairman of a
major savings bank, and the former chairman of a reinsur
ance company.

needed to play technological catch-up, espe
cially when he received phone calls from par

The committee avoids funds that make excessive use of
leverage, funds that do not disclose their investments in detail,
and those with affiliated dealer/brokers, Massey's firm, Massey,

ents. He remembers one in particular: “Now, do
I understand that you have this system for reg
istering for classes where you bunch up all

Quick & Co., LLC, donates its services to monitor the performance of College investment funds
and their continued adherence to stated investment styles and objectives.

your students, and then you release them, and
they run to tables?"

From August 1999 through the end of March 2006, Wooster’s endowment returned 45.7
Percent, not including net outflows of $19.6 million to support the academic program. Over that
same time period, the Standard & Poor’s 5 0 0 returned 8.21 percent, and the College’s blended
benchmark (a composite of the S&P 500, a bond index, a global stock index, and 90-day

Spring 2 0 0 6 signaled the College's first
online registration, the first phase of a conver
sion that will include online grades, address

Treasury bills) returned 20.4 percent.

Racing for United Way

Speedster Steve Fenster
AT r ig h t Super Librarian Mark Gooch
AT l e f t

But Registrar Bob Blair knew that Wooster

changes, degree audits, and transcript access.
“There were very few glitches," says Blair.
“And no tears. With arena registration, there
would always be at least one student in the
middle of the floor, crying.”

In what is becoming an annual tradition,
Wooster faculty and staff donned spandex
(and capes) to race and raise money for local
United Way programs. Organized by the

Blair attributes the success of the regis
tration conversion to the year-long prepara

College’s Community Bike Program, the race
across campus was short, but sweet. Most suc
cessful fundraiser was Rujie Wang, associate
professor of Chinese; fastest cyclist was Steve
Fenster, visiting assistant professor of biology;

with students, and a deep conviction that

unofficial best sport was Super Librarian Mark
Gooch '90, government information librarian.

tion by information technology and registrar
office staff members, open communication
even the best computer system can never
replace the human touch. Throughout the
online registration process, staff were avail
able to support and troubleshoot, and the
new system still depends on student/adviser
consultations.
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Independent Minds

the C am pai gn for Wooster

Campaign

Update

DONOR PROFI LE

“My education always
led back to Kauke”
Sarah Fuller '95 can pinpoint when her
interest in the Middle East began to blossom. She was staying
with a French family the summer after her sophomore year of
high school.

The Class of 1956 has given the College the largest endow
ment gift in the history of the 50-year class reunion programmore than $2.2 million. Class members rose to the challenge
of two of their classmates—an anonymous couple who prom
ised to match donations up to $1 million. In all, the class
raised $3,072,268 in the five years leading up to their reunion
including more than $315,000 for Kauke and more than
$284,000 for the Wooster Fund.

New grants support teaching and learning
Program in Writing
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation awarded the College a
$ 2 0 0 ,0 0 0 grant to support its Program in Writing. The program,
which was adopted in 200 0 , helps Wooster faculty in all disciplines
become more effective teachers and eval
uators of student writing. Income from the

“They would probably be shocked to learn what prompted me to
want to learn more about post-colonial North Africa,” she says. “It was
the blatant anti-Arab racism that I witnessed while I was in France.”
A self-described “cradle Presbyterian,” Fuller chose to pursue
her interest at The College of Wooster. “While Wooster didn’t
have a specialization in Middle Eastern studies, I knew that it had
a strong political science department, and I could do pretty much
anything I wanted fo r Independent Study,” she says. “For my
undergraduate degree, I wanted a real liberal arts experiencethe specialization could wait until graduate school.”
Today, Fuller is assistant director of the Egyptian field office
of America-Mideast Educational and Training Services Inc.
(AMIDEAST), a private, nonprofit organization that provides
English language and professional skills training, administers
educational exchange programs, and supports institutional devel
opment projects in the region.
Fuller’s I.S. on Islam and modernization in Algeria, Tunisia, and
Egypt served as a stepping stone for further research at the

grant, which has been added to the

University of Texas at Austin, where she conducted a comparative

College’s endowment, will be used for
workshops, visiting speakers, books, and
supplies.

study of democratic reforms in the three Mideastern countries for
her master's thesis. In addition, the writing skills she gained at

Mariska P. Marker Scholarship
Mariska P. Marker, a retired writer with
the Kansas City Star, has given the
College $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 to endow a student
scholarship. The annual $ 5 ,0 0 0 scholar
ship will be awarded to a junior anthropology major to help cover a
portion of the student’s tuition in the senior year.
Marker gave the g ift in honor of her friend, Pam Frese, College
of Wooster professor of anthropology.
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Wooster and the ability to work closely with faculty served her well
in graduate school.
Though nonprofit organizations are not known for their munifi
cent salaries, Fuller said she believed it was important “to give back
to the institution that gave me so much” by buying a brick to sup
port the Kauke Hall renovation.
“My education always led back to Kauke,” she says, “whether it
was for my first advising session with Akwasi Osei, my first class
with Mark Weaver, my I.S. meetings with Dijana Plestina, the I.S.
march, and of course, graduation in the Oak Grove."
She smiles. “And there’s the ego thing. I like the idea of my
name in stone on that wall."

Wo o s t e r

alumni

activities

Alumni N ew s

Alumni Weekend 2006
More than 1,300 alumni and family mem
bers returned to campus to eat, laugh, learn,
and remember during Alumni Weekend 2006.
Leading the traditional Parade of Classes
were Distinguished Alumni Award recipients
Richard Foster 71, Denise Ducharme

Reilly 7 5 , and Niall Slater 7 6 . Also honored
were Hope Hunter Black and Robert D.
Black, '56s, with the 26th annual John D.
McKee Alumni Volunteer Award.
Generations of former basketball players
returned to pay tribute to legendary head coach
Al Van Wie '52. The "Dutchman” who guided
the Scots to 303 victories between 1961 and
1982, was honored with a bronze bust, which
will be on permanent display in Wooster’s
Armington Physical Education Center.

Introducing Alan Chewning
Alan Chewning '03 has joined Alumni
Relations as assistant director of development
for young alumni, a new
position for the College.
Chewning comes to
Wooster from the
Kessler Group in
Boston, where he
served as marketing
coordinator.
Chewning’s role will
include developing a
new senior progam for
students, assisting young alumni with
networking opportunities, and increasing
participation among gradutes of the last
decade. Welcome, Alanl

top

Ray de la Pena and John Talbot '81s, relax during Alumni Weekend;

middle

Al Van Wie '52 is honored; bottom l e f t Erik '01 and Dana '02 McLaughlin plan their weekend;
Distinguished Award recipients lead the Parade of Classes.

bottom r ig h t
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W hile these brief abstracts reveal the creativity and diversity that W ooster students bring to their senior
capstone projects, they don’
t adequately reflect the passion the students feel. It is best seen on their faces, as
they emerge from their final oral exams. Their years o f academic labor are over; their reports are in; they
defended their theories, research, and creative endeavors.
They did it.
ENGLISH, WOMEN’ S STUDIES
Disentangle
A double major in English and wom en’
s studies, Mary-Kate
Hageman, Lyndhurst, Ohio, created Disentangle, a feminist mag
azine. Working with Nancy Grace, professor o f English, and
Karen Taylor, professor o f history, Hageman wanted to create a
magazine that appealed to both feminists and non-feminists, by
disentangling the knots that divide. Drawing on her knowledge
o f current womens magazines, she conducted focus groups with
students and faculty to discover their opinions about these pub
lications. For Disentangle, Hageman wrote about topics such as
how the television show “
Desperate Housewives”portrays
women, whether a type o f fiction called “
chick lit”is feminist, and
how women objectify men. Working with College o f Wooster
publications staff Robin Welty and Roger Collier, Hageman also
did the m agazine’
s layout, design, and photography.

PSYCHOLOGY
The dynamic and influential relationship
between attachments to mother, father, and God
Rob Adams, Northbrook, 111., studied the importance o f a
child’
s parental attachment. H e found that children with a secure
attachment are confident that their parents will be available and
responsive during times o f distress. Working with Michael Casey,
assistant professor o f psychology, Adams also researched how an
attachment to G od and perceptions o f G od are influenced by
one’
s parental attachments. Just as children perform certain
behaviors— such as crying and smiling— toward their parents to
maintain physical proximity, individuals who believe in G od use

prayer, communion, and other actions to facilitate their attach
ment to God. Adams asked a sample o f W ooster students and
their parents to complete an online survey about this topic.
Results showed attachments with both parents were important.
However, a secure attachment to one’
s mother showed more o f
a causal relationship with attachment to G od and religiosity.

3 FILM STUDIES
Cigarette Breakdown
Joe Pickard, St. Louis, Mo., created a short film, Cigarette
Breakdown. W orking with Shirley Huston-Findley, assistant
professor o f theatre, Pickard spent the first semester writing
and revising the script and the second semester rehearsing,
shooting, and editing the film. The 20-minute film chronicles
a college graduate’
s final seven cigarettes. The comedy, starring
a W ooster sophomore, uses those last moments to show that
addictive smoking is hard to give up and also to symbolize the
authors own college experience.

4 MUSIC
Student teaching
D an Utley, Beachwood, Ohio, taught instrumental music to
elementary, middle, and high school students in four schools.
Under the direction o f Nancy Ditmer, professor o f music, Utley
improved his teaching skills, including rehearsal techniques and
listening abilities. H e completed several projects and presenta
tions relating to music education and kept a journal o f his
teaching experiences.
all photos

Dreamstime.com

,d i s c i p l i n e s
“

by E M ILY A L W A R D ’06, KATE C A R D E N ’06,
K A R O L C R O S B I E , J I MMY MEYER, A N D
B R I E L N A U G L E ’06
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5 RELIGIOUS STUDIES

7 POLITICAL SCIENCE

“Faith the size of a mustard seed”; An exploration of
healing in mainline Protestant traditions: Historical roots,
modern dilemmas
Approximately one fifth o f the text in the first five books o f
the Bible pertains to healing. Yet most present-day, mainline
Protestant denominations shy away from healing as integral to the
Christian faith. W hat became o f the healing tradition that was so
important in Jesus’
ministry as Christianity developed over time?
Katie Ann Strednak, Delaware, Ohio, examined the conceptions
o f health and illness in the Hebrew Bible, analyzed how Jesus’
healings challenged those conceptions, and researched the theo
logical significance o f Jesus’
healings to the first Jewish-Christians
and the early church. Working with Mary Bader, assistant profes
sor o f religious studies, and Chuck Kammer, professor o f religious
studies, Strednak explored the factors that influenced Christians to
renegotiate belief in healing. To study current traditions, beliefs,
and dilemmas, she used interviews with healers o f today and
reviewed research on the efficacy o f faith and prayer.

The eroded path to conflict: A study of unsustainable
environmental practices and acute violent conflict in
the Sudan and Sri Lanka
Since the events o f Sept. 11,2001, security has dominated the
concerns o f decision makers and policy analysts. Increasingly, the
concept o f security is framed narrowly, in terms o f terrorist threats.
Jon Taylor Delhagen, Pultneyville, N.Y., looked at the issue
through a wider lens. H e explored the relationship that countries
have with their natural environment, specifically with land, water,
and climate. Working with Mark Weaver, professor o f political
science, he researched the environmental practices o f two countries
torn apart by civil war— the Sudan and Sri Lanka. Delhagen
found that, on the one hand, careless depletion o f natural resources
undermines livelihoods and increases vulnerability to disaster. On
the other, violent conflict and political instability lead to misman
agement o f vital natural resources. H e concluded that human
security and environmental protection are mutually dependent.

6 BIOCHEMISTRY AND MOLECULAR BIOLOGY

The capacity of a graph and the theorems
of Shannon, Rosenfeld, Hales, and Lovasz
Because communication channels are used in CDs, wireless
phones, and computers, their efficiency is important to many
users. I f certain letters o f the alphabet are used to transmit infor
mation through the channel, which subset o f letters would be
most effective? Using graph theory and focusing on graph capac
ity, Anshuman Bagaria, Kolkata, India, tackled this question.
Working with Stan Hales, professor o f mathematics and College
president, Bagaria evaluated graph cycles, with special attention
to the theorems o f Laslo Lovasz.

8 MATHEMATICS
Investigation of the creatine/creatinine ratio in serum
and urine: A potential link to muscle pain associated
with statin use
Statin drugs such as Lipitor™ and Crestor™ effectively
treat high cholesterol and prevent cardiovascular disease, but
many patients experience muscle pain as a side effect.
W orking with Judith Amburgey-Peters, associate professor
o f chemistry, and David Shewmon, department o f
endocrinology, Cleveland Clinic W ooster Specialty Care
Center, M att C ra ig proposed that the disruption o f choles
terol and protein interactions induced by statins leads to
muscle pain resulting from insufficient creatine (Cr) metab
olism. Craig first discerned m ethods for measuring C r and
its breakdown product, creatinine (Crn), in serum and urine.
Next he compared the Cr/Crn ratio in patients w ho had
exhibited multiple-statin intolerance to those patients who
tolerated the substance. Finally, Craig determined if the
Cr/Crn ratio was elevated during statin use. H e successfully
demonstrated that patients w ho cannot tolerate the drugs
have a significantly higher serum Cr/Crn ratio than tolerant
patients, a ratio that worsens when using statins.
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9

PHYSICS

Simulation of synchrotron radiation from relativistic
particles in tangled magnetic fields
Jeremy H ohertz, M iddleburg Heights, Ohio, worked
with Lowell Boone, assistant professor o f physics, on a com 
s research indicates
putational astrophysics project. H oh ertz’
that a user-defined “
tangle”parameter— related to the proba
bility o f changing the magnetic field— is an important factor
in containment time, which in turn increases the intensity o f
observable radiation.

1 0 ANTHROPOLOGY
She brings home the bacon and she fries it up, too:
A Marxist analysis of gendered divisions of labor in
the home, 1 9 4 4 -1 9 9 4

The March 3, 2006 issue of the Voice reported on students’
hS. theme songs. Here are the Voice editors’ favorites:
■ ANDREA RAGSDALE, Religious studies

“Staring at a blank page
So close you can almost taste it,
No one else can do it for you.”
from “Unwritten" by Natasha Bedinfield
■ SAMATHRYN WITHAM, Africana studies

Focusing on the 50 years between 1944 and 1994, Kate
Carden, Orrville, Ohio, examined the politics o f gender as it
relates to domestic work in the home, labor force participation,
and w om en’
s role as wives and mothers. Working with Nick
Kardulias, associate professor o f anthropology, Carden researched
and developed the idea that this time period was an era o f “
stalled
revolution.”W omen had gone to work out o f necessity, but the
workplace, the culture, and— most importandy— the men had
not adjusted to the new reality. Society still expected women to be
the primary care givers and domestic laborers at home. Carden
used the ideas o f Arlie Hochschild, Karl Marx, Eleanor Leacock,
and Marvin Harris to understand this period o f social tension.

We are the Champions" by Queen

1 1 HISTORY
■ KATE DUNHAM, International relations

Hard Day’s Night" by the Beatles
■ FELIPE MILAN-CALHOUN, International relations

(who jokes that plagiarizing should be called “research,” and
admits that in all honesty he'd settle for Bach's D Major
Concerto, but that sounds a heck of a lot less interesting)
Plagiarize; let no one else's work evade your eyes
Remember why the good Lord made your eyes
So don’t shade your eyes, but plagiarize, plagiarize, plagiarize."
from “Lobachevsky” by Tom Lehrer
■ EMILY KORB, Psychology

Theme song from Rocky
m JAMES RIVIERE, Philosophy

Don't need quarters, don't need dimes
To call a friend of mine
III call for pizza, I’ll call my cat,
III call the White House, have a chat.”
from “Bananaphone" by Raffi

Lord, make me not poor: The 1834 Poor Law
Amendment Act and its influence on British society
Laura M oore, Pittsford, N.Y., examined how the 1834 Poor
Law influenced British society. Rather than simply growing out
o f the reform that marked the beginning o f Victorian society,
this law represented a 200-year accumulation o f social, political,
and economic pressures. Working with Hayden Schilling, pro
fessor o f history, M oore documented the myriad ways in which
the Poor Law influenced 19th century England and shaped the
development o f Victorian social concerns, the role o f women in
government, and the m odem welfare state.

12

CLASSICAL STUDIES

Religion & the state in Augustan Rome
and contemporary America
Courter Shimeall, Worthington, Ohio, studied the relation
ship between religion and government in Augustan Rome and
m odem America. Working with Edith Foster, visiting assistant
professor o f classical studies, Shimeall contrasted the late republi
can texts o f Cicero and Lucretius with the early imperial-period
writings o f Augustus, Virgil, and Horace, to reveal how religion
affected Roman society. H e used the writings o f Locke, Hobbes,
and James Madison to explain the roots o f Americas political
ideals and analyze the role o f religion in politics in these two eras.
all photos

Dreamstime.com
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1 3 COMPUTER SCIENCE AND ECONOMICS
Maximizing customer equity by taking advantage
of customer network effects: A theoretical study with
simulations of markets using Java and Repast
Jeremy D eG root, Batavia, 111., explored the relationship
between commercial firms’
high profits and the degree to which
their customers participate in social networks. D eGroot theorized
that conversations between potential customers about products that
they might one day purchase influence their buying behavior. H ow
can firms best market to different social networks? DeG root used
existing theories o f customer values and introduced techniques
from computer science and mathematics to develop a theoretical
model that could evaluate relevant networks. A double major who
worked with Dale Brown, professor o f mathematical and computer
science, and James Homsten, assistant professor o f economics,
D eG root tested the model and developed ways that businesses can
maximize profitability by marketing to social networks.

1 4 SOCIOLOGY
Does everyone really love Oprah? An assessment
of attitudes on Oprah Winfrey from College females
M on ica Ellis, Columbus, Ohio, examined C ollege o f
W ooster female students and their attitudes toward Oprah
Winfrey and her television show. Ellis began with the hypothe
sis that those respondents who feel that (Oprah’
s race is impor
tant do not like her or “
The Oprah Winfrey Show”as much as
respondents who don’
t care that Oprah is black. Working with
Jason Shelton, assistant professor o f sociology and anthropology,
Ellis surveyed 69 W ooster females to determine their attitudes
toward Oprah, personal feelings about their own race/ethnicity,
beliefs about opportunity and discrimination in America, and
socio-demographic information. Results showed that respon
dents who thought that Oprah’
s race was not important liked
her show more than respondents who felt that Oprah’
s race was
important. A noted non-factor in determining attitudes toward
Oprah was the respondents’
own race.

15

GERMAN

Poesie als Heimat: Adel Karasholi und Roza Domacyna
schreiben sich zu Hause (Poetry as a homeland: Adel
Karasholi and Roza Domsacyna write themselves home)
Ashley Lackovich, Hopewell, Pa., combined two passions for
her I.S. the German language and creative writing. While she
was studying in Berlin, she was captivated by an emerging genre o f
12 Wooster {SUM M ER 2 0 0 6

German literature, works by authors whose native language is not
German. Working with Beth Muellner, assistant professor o f
German, Lackovich researched the works o f a Syrian and a Slavic
poet, who both live in Germany and write in German. She traced
the ways that the two writers came to terms with their multifac
eted identity and life in Germany through their poetry. To further
explore the genre, Lackovich herself composed poetry in German.
As a Serbian American who grew up juggling two languages and
cultures, she used the German language to gain insight into her
own heritage.

1 6 URBAN STUDIES
Let it happen: Redevelopment and the use of
eminent domain
A lison Bongiovanni, Williamsville, N.Y. analyzed theories
behind economic development and concluded that eminent
domain is a viable and useful tool for communities. Working
with James Burnell, professor o f economics, Bongiovanni
researched four redevelopment projects to determine how they
were affected by the use o f eminent domain (the state’
s right to
take private property for public use). She found that the
community is the m ost important variable. The relationship
between the community, the developer, and the local govern
ment highly affects the decision to use eminent domain in
redevelopment and the ultimate success o f that decision.

17

ENGLISH

Chick Lit and little chicks
W idely read but not as widely critiqued, a new body o f liter
ature for young adults is emerging. “
Teen Chick Lit”aims to
present to teens a fictionalized reality that mimics the teens'
own lives, says Briel Naugle, “
It’
s almost reality T V in the form
o f a novel.”Working with adviser Larry Stewart, professor o f
English, Naugle analyzed several teen Chick Lit books, in a
series written by Cecily von Ziegaser, and identified the conven
tions o f the genre. Naugle then used that knowledge to write an
original, 140-page teen Chick Lit novel, Never Have I Ever. A
W ooster studio art major helped Naugle create a book cover
that portrayed the themes o f the genre. N augle’
s I.S. included
the novel and its cover, a research paper chronicling the history
o f juvenile literature and the emergence o f Chick Lit and its
sub-genres, and an analysis o f her own novel and the genre’
s
archetype.

18

PHILOSOPHY

For the love of wilderness:
Conceptual analysis of contemporary wilderness
Laura Barnhart, London, Ohio, used a three-pronged
approach to study the concept o f wilderness. W orking with
Henry Kreuzman, associate professor o f philosophy, Barnhart
first sought to define “
wilderness,”acknowledging its ancient
beginnings, varied applications, and the contemporary interpre
tation represented in the Wilderness Act o f 1964. Next she
looked at ways that various definitions presuppose value and
how preservationists communicate and use values. Finally,
Barnhart considered the modern dilemma: “
W hat is appropriate
wilderness management?”

1 9 STUDIO ART
Nourishment for the soul: Designing and
creating handmade, functional pottery
A shley Merydith, Oak Park, 111., used white stoneware
clay to create wheel-thrown pottery, including teapots, lidded
jars, vases, pitchers, and bowls. Merydith was particularly
rewarded by creating functional pottery and observing the
care that viewers take with the pots. “
I am fascinated when
pots possess qualities that attract a viewer to pick up the
pieces and use them for their intended functions. It is the
user’
s personal touch that is able to reflect an artist’
s mind,
body, and spirit through the use o f the form.”W orking with
Walter Zurko, professor o f art, Merydith argued that the user
gives a handcrafted ceramic item meaning and value that
mass-produced pots do not possess.

2 0 BIOLOGY
Stress response to prolonged capture in house sparrows
Capture m ethods for wild birds com m only rely on trap
lines, but few studies have investigated the effects o f these
techniques on subsequent levels o f corticosterone (CORT),
a stress horm one in the birds. T. J. Porter, Lexington,
Mass., worked with Sharon Lynn, assistant professor o f
biology, to study how the length o f time spent in a trap
affects this stress horm one in house sparrows. Porter co m 
pared the C O R T response in sparrows which spent no time
in the traps and those trapped for 15, 30, 45, and 60 m in
utes. H e found significantly higher C O R T levels in birds
subjected to prolonged captivity.
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we j u s t l ove
Excerpted from the Voice, Apr. 7, 2006
Compiled by Gillian Helwig and Justine McCullough, ’08s
■ The mechanical American horse: A generative criticism o f Lance
Armstrong as a mythologized American cowboy hero, Ryan Sanders,
communication, advised by Rod Korba
■ The whole premise is silly and it's very badly written: A study o f Monty
Python’s Flying Circus, Stephanie Small, English, advised by Peter
Havholm
■ Smile: The evolution of orthodontics, Mark Ballinger, history, advised bv
Madonna Hettinger
y
■ Jesus + Folk-Son of God=Bob Dylan, David Orr, history, advised by
Karen Taylor
1
■ Freedom fails; don’t worry, nobody is blaming you, Sara Mizell, philos
ophy, advised by Elizabeth Schiltz
■ How many days does it take to complete an Independent Study? I
don't know, but le t’s go for a bike ride: A study on procrastination as a
function o f motivation and personality on the different types o f classes
students are enrolled in, Scott Gray, psychology, advised by Claudia
Thompson
• A re you there, God? It's me, prime time television. An analysis o f reli
giosity and religious practioners on popular prime time television shows
with a focus on The Simpsons, 7th Heaven, South Park, and Joan of
Arcadia, Andrea Ragsdale, religious studies, advised by Mark Graham

Longest title
■ Minor league Mojo in a major league market: An examination of market
segmentation of the Cleveland Indians and the Akron Aeros o f the peo
ple in the City of Hudson along with a comparison o f game attendance
evels of team identification, and media consumption, Matthew Baker
communication, advised by Rod Korba

Shortest titles
■ Monarch, Lee Matsos, English, advised by Karl Woelz
■ Samadhi, Kimberly Berry, studio art, advised by Walter Zurko

all photos

Dreamstime.com
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by K A R O L C R O S B I E
p h o t o g r a p h s by M A T T D I L Y A RD

Daniel Bourne arrived at Wooster in 1988 from Western
Illinois University, where he taught English for one year
after returning from a two-year Fulbright fellowship in
Poland. Here, he regards the source of his inspiration for
S e c r e s t Arboretum , My Tenth Year in W ooster.
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First Steps Out The first steps outIt’s not slow motion.
It's now or never.
Some rungs get climbed
On the evolutionary ladder.
Sometimes you take a step sideways
And it's curtains...

Near t he Old
and New Kauke

The dancers move near
the construction site, swirling torque
beating the brickway, cranes
of their arms. So much construction,
the building
of the grass nest, origami
of stone, migration
of the mind
through time.

There's a story about the first fish.
And there’s a story about some really evil lobsters.
The first ones out of the primal soup,
And there was a discussion about who was food
And who was going to eat whom.
And as with all things of this nature
There was a lot of disagreement...
When we check back later
There are a few lizards now
Who are really, really hungry.
There are small ones and big ones,
And some of them have very sharp teeth.
Of course this was the beginning of language.
Sometimes the truth
Is just very painful to hear...
The first steps outIt’s not slow motion.
It’s now or never.
Some rungs get climbed
On the evolutionary ladder.
Sometimes you take a step sideways
And it's curtains...folks...curtains
Ice age
blank page
gilded cage
all the rage
how to gauge
the wage the wage of sin
is where we’ve been
earth wind
rain and fire
funeral pyre
raise my ire
hot wire high flyer gun for hire liar liar liar...

i Because his p oet’
s voice can reveal an array o f characters, Bourne says the
genre o f writing that best informs his art is playwriting. But last spring, he found
inspiration in two additional art forms-music and dance.
Bourne wrote First Steps Out in response to a dance, Prim al Urges, choreo
graphed by W ooster community dance teacher Andrea Zuercher. The poem ’
s
reading and the dance, performed on campus last spring by W ooster alumni,
faculty, students, and staff, involved part improvisation and part planning, he says.
Line breaks are about the pressure and release o f language. What I wrote seemed
to fit with the pressure and release o f the music and the dancers’
motions.”

o p p o s ite page: Jenifer Hill, visiting assistant pro
fessor of theatre and dance, Tatiana Low '02, and

Kate Leishman, Lowry Center intern, collaborated
with Bourne to combine dance, music, and poetry.

St i ck Horse
I put you between my legs, ride you
over the rough-mowed land by the tool shed
and pass through Texas. I explore.
I expect you to last forever.
Plastic head and painted eyes, long body, stronq
as the handle on a rake. Now
my sister calls from the garden.
Come look! Horses
Have sprung from the cucumbers.
They graze beside her planted knees, dirty
knees from digging.
It is time to attack, the tip
of your stick horse hoof
ticks madly along on the sidewalk.
Amigo, amigo, you chant. These cucumber
horses cannot last, stupid things!
Bourne, who grew up on a farm near the Little Wabash River in Wynoose,
Illinois, often writes about southern Illinois farmland. Stick Horse is an auto
biographical snapshot o f Bourne as a child. The cucumber horses and his infatu
ation with stick horses were real, Bourne says. “
And although I don’
t remember
riding my stick horse through my sister’
s cucumber horse herd, it’
s the sort o f
thing I would have done.”
Bourne and his wife, Margaret, have a five-year-old son, Carter.
T he poem is included in B ourne’
s book, The Household Gods, published
in 1995 by Cleveland State University Poetry Center. Other books include
Where No One Spoke the Language (CustomWords) and On the Crossroads o f
Asia and Europe (Salmon Run), translations o f the Polish poet Tom asz
Jastrun. B ourne’
s award-winning poem s have also been published in many
journals and anthologies.

Four short twigs for legs
under each pickle's belly, a stick
juts out the top and holds on
the small green head. Pickle-brained
like my sister, I say. Only she
would build something already dead.
We gallop up. My little whickering spike,
you whip through her pickle-horse herd
and head back toward Texas. She's crying,
Calling you names and I say over my shoulder
it serves you right when you get in our way. ’
O my stick horse. You will last, you will last!
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H a lf o f the class m em bers live behind locked
doors; the other half are visitors. A ll are learners.

utside
The students file into the room and settle into their seats,
joking and trading small talk. Anne Nurse, assistant professor o f
sociology, looks at her notes one last time. It’
s a cold, grey day in
February, but inside this windowless classroom it could be any
time o f year, any place.
Nurse calls the class to order. “
Okay, today w e’
re goin g to
talk about social disorganization theory,”she says. She tells
the students about the C hicago School theory, developed in
the 1920s— which includes the hypothesis that urban crime
rates will always be highest in a transitional zone that lies just
outside o f the central business district. O ccupied by recent
immigrant groups, these areas traditionally have higher
turnover, more poverty, and more ethnic conflict than do
working class and wealthier residential areas.
What do you think o f this theory?”Nurse asks. “
Does it make
sense today?”
Several students argue that it doesn’
t describe the cities they
know. “
There are only two groups now— transitional and work
ing class,”says one student. “
The rich aren’
t in the city at all.”
Another student disagrees with the idea that crime is
dependent on geography. “
It’
s the people, not the zone. You can
wove them out somewhere else, and they’
ll mess that up, too.”
Nurse points out that this is a good example o f the “
culture o f
poverty school o f thought, which maintains that poor people are
fundamentally different— more fatalistic, less able to plan for the
long term, less interested in hard work.

“
They’
ve had experiences that we've never even
thought about, that cant be duplicated in any
College classroom..

MONICA, s e n i o r s o c i o l o g y m a j o r

Adam is having none o f it. “
L ook at the jobs poor people
have to work hard, physical jobs— and you tell me who are the
lazy ones.”
So it goes for the rest o f the hour and a half. A bell rings,
and the class members part ways. H alf o f them form a line
and are escorted down the corridor. Nurse and the rest o f the
students wait a few minutes and also head down the hall.
They pass through three sets o f locked doors, retrieve their
coats, turn in their orange visitor badges, and walk back
through the metal detector to the parking lot for the 30minute van ride back to campus.
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l e f t Anne Nurse, assistant professor of sociology,
and class members of Criminology and Deviance,
conducted at the Indian River Juvenile Correctional
Facility in Massillon, Ohio.

Nurse has taught Sociology 213, Criminology and Deviance,
every year since coming to W ooster in 1999, but this spring was
different. Her class met twice a week at the Indian River
Juvenile Correctional Facility in Massillon, Ohio, a maximum
security prison housing 190 young men, aged 13 to 21, who have
been convicted o f offenses that range from robbery and assault to
homicide. H alf o f the students in Nurses class were from inside
the facility, half were from the College.
Although Temple University in Philadelphia has conducted
similar programs in adult prisons since 1997, this was the first
such class to be held at a juvenile facility. Nurse, who has studied
and written extensively about the juvenile justice system, attend
ed a training program at Temple to prepare for the experience.

“ We are peers in this class”
She selected the 16 Wooster students from a pool o f more
than 30 applicants who were required to write essays about why
they wanted to take the course. The participating Indian River
students had earned a high school diploma or GED, but none
had attended college. The only time the Wooster students met
without the Indian River students was at an orientation session at
the College, where ground rules were outlined. (No cell phones
in the facility, no tank tops or short skirts, use first names only.)
“
It was very important to the inside students that the outside
students not meet separately,”Nurse says. “
They didn’
t want to
feel as if they were the ones being studied, or that they weren’
t
getting the full class.”

“
I f e l t like I had a responsibility to do it right
every time, because f o r the inside students, I was
their sole representative o f w hat college is liked
ANNE NURSE

“
At first, it was real intimidating,”says Richard, a tall,
soft-spoken Indian River student who always addresses Nurse
as ma am. “
I thought the W ooster students would dominate
the conversation.”
The W ooster students, in turn, thought the inside students
might monopolize classroom discussion. After all, they could
talk about crime and the justice system from more than a theo
retical perspective.
“
T hey’
ve had experiences that w e’
ve never even thought
about, that can’
t be duplicated in any college classroom,”says
Monica, a senior sociology major.
“
But it wasn’
t like that at all,”says Carlos, a political science
major. “
Obviously there’
s a separation between us, but we are
peers in this class.”
Not only does neither group dominate discussions, Nurse finds
the students more interactive than in any class she has ever taught.
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There is never an awkward pause,”she says. “I have to steer
them sometimes, but there are times when I just stand there, and
they teach themselves.”

Theories and real life
S ociology 213 is a writing-intensive course, in which
students submit papers as drafts and in final versions. O ne
assignment asks them to apply a theory they have studied to
their own lives.
For example, one theory says that the same behavior by
a g o o d ”kid and a “
troublemaker”will elicit a different
response from those in positions o f authority. Meredith,
a W ooster student, writes that her experience supported
the theory. Because she and her friends were from uppermiddle-class families, their underage drinking, drug use,
and fights were rarely punished harshly.
[We] were almost all... daughters o f doctors, entrepre
neurs and the academic community,”she writes, “
[and] we
were untouchable because o f our involvement in the school,
our aspirations to go to college, and the reputation and power
o f our families.”
Adam, an Indian River student, writes that the “
C od e o f
the Streets”theory accurately depicted his own childhood
environment. “
As a child, I was taught by friends and family
that fighting was ‘
good,’and my family was proud and sup
portive o f me when I would settle disputes in such a man
ner. ..According to them, ‘
A man is nothing without
respect’
...[and] ‘
fear equals respect’
...I have had to make sure
that everyone knows that
I have no limits and that I am scared o f nothing.”
The final project o f the semester is a series o f debates on
topics such as gun control and com bining the adult and juve
nile justice systems. Each debate team consists o f two stu
dents from Indian River and two from Wooster. For several
weeks, toward the end o f each class, Nurse sets aside class
time for the teams to prepare. They talk about strategy, hone
their arguments, and divide the work. And, like any group o f
young people left to their own devices for 15 minutes,
jTey find time to talk about other things— music, movies,
V, and food. There is laughter and good-natured ribbing.
At such moments, it is easy to forget that just outside
are fences and razor wire and signs that warn, “
Expect to be
randomly patted down.”

tndings and beginnings
The last day o f class is unseasonably warm and sunny, and
everyone gathers around picnic tables outdoors in the center
o f the complex for a farewell party. The Indian River staff
supply pizza, wings, and soda. The W ooster students bring
dozens o f special requests for the inside students, from banana
pudding to a corned beef sandwich.
Lauren from Wooster has made yearbooks for everyone, and
the students pass them around, signing them and writing mes
sages. Jason gives a speech on behalf o f the Indian River students
and presents Nurse with a dozen roses. The Wooster students
throw in a gift certificate for a spa massage.
I really didnt anticipate how emotionally hard this class
would be,”Nurse reflects the next day. “
W hen a day doesn’
t go
well at Wooster, I just shrug it off, but if a day there didn’
t go
well, I really agonized about it. I felt like I had a responsibility to
do it right every time, because for the inside students, I was their
sole representative o f what college is like.”
It may have been their first experience o f college, but for at
least three o f the inside students, it w on’
t be their last. Nurse
has already written recommendation letters for Alan, Cody,
and Aaron, who plan to enroll in a college after their release.
“
I didn’
t even know what a syllabus was,”Aaron wrote to her.
“
Thanks for teaching me what college is like, so I w on’
t be
embarrassed.”
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Defending an

A m erican Value

?

“
The right o f humanity to a trial trumps any kind o f political
agenda. I don't care what party you'refrom, or what part o f the

elma, Alabama, 1965. Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 2006.
Different centuries, different countries— but the link
between the two is significant for attorney Mark Denbeaux
65. H e says he will never forget the 54-mile civil rights march
that he and two other Wooster students joined. “
Selma was an
ugly and scary place. But it was also one o f the most moving
experiences in my life.”
It was this 1965 march for justice and its lasting effect that
prompted Mark to take on another ugly and scary place— the
maximum security prison in Guantanamo, Cuba, for men the
U.S. government has classified as enemy combatants. Mark and
his son, attorney Josh Denbeaux ’
90, are volunteering their services
to defend two o f the 517 prisoners at the prison. They do so
ecause they care about the most basic o f human rights— protec
tion against arbitrary and lawless state imprisonment by a fair trial.
The right o f humanity to a trial trumps any kind o f political
agenda,”says Josh. “
I don’
t care what party you’
re from, or what
part o f the country you represent, or who your constituents are—
uman rights has to take the front burner before everything else.
“
It hasn’
t.”

S

“ Just get me out of here.”
Mark and Josh volunteered to represent Rafiq Basher and
ohammed Rahman in 2005, after the Supreme Court ruled
t at Guantanamo Bay prisoners were allowed legal representatlon' I was too old to do this by myself,”says Mark. “
But Josh
Was willing, so w e’
ve done it together.”

The opportunity to partner with his son on a case o f
such significance has brought its own rewards, says Mark,
a professor o f law at Seton Hall Law School, Newark, N.J.
Josh is a partner in the law firm o f Denbeaux and Denbeaux
in W estw ood, N.J., and N ew City, N ew York, where he
specializes in litigation and partners with his mother,
Marcia W o o d Denbeaux x’
66. Josh is married to Sally
R obson Denbeaux ’
89.
Josh says his dad talked him into it. Mark says his son had
been fussing about Guantanamo for a long time.”
Josh’
s fussing came in the form o f stark disbelief at the U.S.
government’
s story o f the detainees. “
W hat are the chances
that the 517 people the government has snatched from a cul
ture it does not understand, halfway across the world, with no
intelligence on the ground, were exactly the right terrorists?”
asks Josh. “
W hat are the chances that these guys are— as our
defense secretary called them, ‘
the worst o f the w orst’
? From
the very start, I didn’
t believe it.”
Processes for the Denbeaux team and approximately 300 other
Guantanamo Bay defense lawyers are highly secretive. After
achieving security clearance and signing a statement promising
not to reveal classified information, the attorneys are allowed to
visit then clients. They must turn their notes over to authorities,
who in turn send them to a secret facility outside o f Washington
DC-, where they are classified or declassified. I f the information’
is
classified, Mark and Josh are required to go to Washington to
review their own paperwork.

A detainee rests inside his cell in Camp

r ig h t

Delta at the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base, Cuba.
AP Photo/Andres Leighton

photo

Handcuffs attached to the floor are used on
detainees during interrogations in the maximumsecurity facility of Camp Five at the Guantanamo
Bay Naval Base, Cuba.
b e lo w

photo

AP Photo/Andres Leighton
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“
The stench o f human despair...
I couldnt take it. ’JOSH

DENBEAUX

In order to communicate with each other about any classified
information, the two men are required to move from room to
room.“
T hey w on’
t let you open the blinds, because they’
re
afraid som eone could use a telescope to see your computer
screen,”says Mark. “
T he process is designed to be burden
som e and intimidating— and it is.”
But as scary as the processes are, they fall short o f making
their clients appear threatening, say Mark and Josh. The two
broken men whom the lawyers found chained to the floor at
Guantanamo Bay are Tunisians in their 30s. The two were
picked up five years ago by Iranian and Afghanistan officials,
who were paid a bounty for turning them in to the Americans.
One is a honey merchant, the other an unemployed wanderer.
One has congestive heart failure, the other is five feet tall and
weighs approximately 120 pounds. Both have missing and
mangled fingers and toes. Like the other 515 prisoners, they
have had no trial; allegations against them have never been
proven.
The Denbeauxs’
first task at their initial August 2005 visit
was to convince the two men to accept their services. Many inter
rogators, posing as lawyers, had preceded them. “
But it only took
about 30 minutes,”remembers Josh. “
They are so desperate to
trust. One said (through a translator), ‘
OK, you can be my
lawyer; just get me out o f here.’
”
The emotional shock o f the visit so sickened Josh that he was
unable to return for six months. “
The stench o f human despair...
I couldn’
t take it.”
Throughout the process, specific client facts— including alle
gations— were withheld from the Guantanamo Bay lawyers.
Although a 2004 Supreme Court ruling— a response to litiga
tion from the Associated Press— had forced executive branch
officials to release information on the detainees, the data was
presented it in a way that made it impossible to link specific
facts with specific detainees.
“
It was released as findings against all 517 people. N o names,
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no security numbers, just 517 different sets o f findings,”explains
Mark. It was done in a way that would make it impossible for
someone to say, ‘
M y client shouldn’
t be there.’
”

Returning to Guantanamo
Three months after their first visit, Mark returned to
Guantanamo. “
There was little lawyering to be done,”he
remembers. Notes were held by the U.S. government, some were
lost, some were classified; mail was not delivered; phone calls
were impossible. “
Attorney-client access is failing at all levels,
Wr°te Mark, in the unclassified portion o f his brief.
While he was at Guantanamo, Mark received a personally
evastating e-mail. Barry May ’
65, one o f his closest friends— his
comrade from W ooster days who had accompanied him on the
elma civil rights march— had died unexpectedly o f a heart
attack. A bureaucratic nightmare followed, as Mark struggled
t0 ^Incl a way to leave the prison camp in time for the funeral.
Back at Seton Hall Law School, M ark’
s students learned
° his loss. Following a lecture, a few approached f
i the Guantanamo ca:

Crunching the numbers
Although it seemed as though little could be done to help
Rafiq Basher and M oham m ed Rahman, Mark had an insight
that reframed the issue and garnered national media attention
for the Denbeaux team.
W hile hundreds o f lawyers had been working on individual
cases, no one had looked at the aggregate data. “
I’
d been getting
lists, charges, evidence, findings, and it just seemed like som e
body ought to look at them and see patterns,”says Mark.
“
Everything about the system always involves treating people as
individuals, as specific details, case-by-case.”
And it was natural to want to tackle individual cases— to ques
tion why this man had been picked up because he was wearing a
Casio watch, or this one because he owned a Kalashnikov rifle, or
this one because he was wearing drab, olive-colored clothes.
The lawyers were itching to take the cases to trial. But trials
were denied, and linking detainees to specific allegations was
denied. So the Denbeaux team and M ark’
s students found
another way. “
Together, we read through all 517 o f the govern
m ent’
s findings, listing every reason that the government gave
for the arrests, and every fact to support it. Our reasoning was,
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le ft
Mark and Josh Denbeaux, who are offering
their services pro bono for the Guantanamo case,
often meet in Newark, N.J., to go over details.
photo

The Guantanamo Bay experience has affected the
Denbeauxs deeply, but it has left them neither
cynical nor pessimistic.

‘
L et’
s trust the government; let’
s assume they’
re right; we’
ll take the
government at its word and just see who it says these people are.’
“
Our report doesn’
t address if the prisoners are innocent or
guilty,”explains Mark. “
Our report isn’
t taking into account a
single thing that any client has said to anybody. Our report
only focuses on the government’
s findings, which gives it spe
cial clout, because the government can’
t argue with it.”
W ith eight computer-sawy law students at the helm, the
Denbeauxs spent three months building a massive database.
W hen they released it in Feb. 2006, the following facts sped
around the world.
Only 5 percent o f Guantanamo Bay detainees were cap
tured by U.S. forces. Eighty-six percent were arrested by either
Pakistan or the Northern Alliance and turned over to the U.S.
at a time when the U.S. was offering large bounties for the
capture o f suspected enemies. Flyers read, “
G et wealth and
power beyond your dreams... You can receive millions o f dol
lars helping the anti-Taliban forces catch al Qaeda and Taliban
murderers. This is enough money to take care o f your family,
your village, your tribe for the rest o f your life. Pay for livestock
and doctors and school books and housing for all your people.”
Only 8 percent were characterized as al Qaeda fighters. O f
the remaining detainees, 40 percent have no definitive connec
tion with al Qaeda, and 18 percent have no definitive affiliation
with either al Qaeda or the Taliban.
The government has detained people simply because o f
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Seth Wolfson

their affiliation with certain groups— groups not even on the
U.S. Department o f Hom eland Security terrorist watch list.
Moreover, the nexus between detainees and such organizations
varies considerably. Eight percent are detained because they are
deemed “
fighters for”
; 30 percent considered “
members o f”
; and
a large majority— 60 percent— are detained merely because they
are “
associated with”a group or groups that the U.S. govern
ment asserts are terrorist organizations. For 2 percent o f the
prisoners, their connection to a terrorist group is unidentified.
T he release o f the information— picked up by Associated
Press and used in major media across the country— changed
the national dialogue. “
Our report demonstrated that these
t terrorists,”says Josh. “
N ot a single one o f
prisoners w eren’
these people is charged with being a terrorist.”
“
Before our report, when the administration spoke o f
Guantanamo Bay, they used it as an illustration o f how they
were helping the U.S. N ow they are very, very quiet. You
haven’
t heard the administration call these people ‘
the worst
o f the w orst’for a very long time,”says Josh.
Following the release o f the report, the government reclassified
30 percent o f the prisoners as N L E C s (No Longer Enemy
Combatants). “
M y question,”asks Josh, “
is what part o f the
Guantanamo Bay experience managed to rehabilitate these ‘
enemy
com batants’
? Five years without a trial in solitary confinement
and the detainees actually decide that America is the good guy?”
The reclassification did not result in release, but in a transfer
from one area o f the prison to another.

Defending the most basic human right
The Denbeaux team can speak eloquently about almost any
aspect o f Guantanamo Bay, but they always circle back and land
on the same, shared conviction: These prisoners— like prisoners
o f all times and in all countries— deserve a trial.
“
It’
s impossible to have an intellectually honest debate as to
whether or not these guys are entitled to a trial. A trial! The only
argument that might be persuasive is that the detainees aren’
t
American citizens and aren’
t entitled to American justice,”
argues Josh. “
I don’
t happen to agree with that— I think they are
entitled to American justice because the Americans arrested
them and are holding them for a lifetime. But OK, I don’
t care.
I’
ll try these people on Mars, in Hackensack, or in London.
You want to try them in T he Hague? I’
ll get my plane ticket.
Afghanistan? I’
ll rent a pony.”

T o p ics may in c lu d e :
On Oct. 6, 2 0 0 6 , fro m 10 a.m. to 6 :0 0 p.m.,
h u n dreds o f in s titu tio n s o f h ig h e r learning
th ro u g h o u t th e U n ite d S ta te s -in c lu d in g The

Detentions without hearings
Who are the detainees and how were
they captured?

College o f W o o s te r-w ill participate in a teach-in.
O rganized by a n a tional ste e rin g c o m m itte e

Terrorism and the global war on terror

co-chaired by M ark Denbeaux and Alan Sussman,

International law, the law of war, war crimes,
enemy combatant status, and prisoners of war

professor, Globalization and International A ffa irs
program at Bard College, presentations will be
sim ulcast from the S eton Hall University School
o f Law.

Any institution of higher education may
participate by enrolling at
http://law.shu.edu/guantanamoteachin/index.htm

Torture—its defintion, legality, effectiveness,
and effects on both the torturer and the tortured
Guantanamo in the context of American history,
the Civil War, and Japanese internment
Moral and religious perspectives
Islam and jihad

But both Denbeauxs say they are certain that the U.S. govern
ment will never allow the Guantanamo cases to go to trial, because
•he flimsy evidence could never support a legal conviction. The
government would most certainly lose. “
They can’
t afford to have
it proven to the world that they are holding 517 people— most o f
them for absolutely no reason,”says Mark.
That having been said, the Denbeauxs are certain they will win.
They are confident that their clients, along with many others,
will be released without a trial. This summer, the Supreme Court
ruled that the Bush administration had overstepped its authority
when it decided to use exclusively military tribunals to prosecute
the prisoners. Many o f the prisoners are men without a country,
and where they will go when they are released is unknown. The
Denbeauxs say they are uncertain if their two clients will live long
enough to see their freedom.
Also, how damaged are we going to be as a country?”asks
The best thing for America would be to get them out
and end this nightmare.”
Like most Americans, the Denbeauxs want true justice for
me true bad guys. O ne o f Josh’
s best high school friends is the
mther o f the late Jeremy Glick, who led the passengers’
battle
to overpower terrorists on United Airlines Flight 93 and who
lost his life on Sept. 11.
The family o f Jeremy Glick is not interested in having inno
cent people punished for their brother’
s and their son’
s death,”
says Josh. “
Neither am I.”

M aintaining optim ism
e Guantanamo Bay experience has affected the Denbeauxs
eeP y, but it has left them neither cynical nor pessimistic. “
For
me, it deals with good and evil,”says Mark “
Fundamentally, evil

doesn’
t win, but it does terrible damage along the way. I’
m opti
mistic that our country will recover from this and that we will
learn and grow. W e’
ve recovered from 200 years o f slavery, from
the Japanese internments, from the Red Scare, from McCarthyism.
It’
s not as if w e’
ve ever had an idyllic time when this country
wasn’
t doing bad things.”
The pair is quick to sniff out irony and to share a laugh.
Contentious scrappers, they routinely interrupt each other and
take frequent timeouts to flag the ridiculous. More than once the
most ludicrous aspects o f Guantanamo Bay prompt them to create
Monty Python-style scenarios.
Quick to use a hot-headed expletive, Josh is also quick to
pounce on what is important. H e peppers his arguments with
“
D oesn ’
t matter.”“
W h o cares?”“
W h y is that important?”
Father and son, keenly aware o f each other’
s strengths and
weaknesses, are each other’
s biggest fans. “
M y father is a clumsy
writer. H e comes up with an idea, and he can’
t organize it. But
his thinking is genuinely brilliant and insightful beyond anybody’
s
compare. H e takes a problem and turns it on its head and comes
up with a way to describe it that changes everything,”says Josh.
“
This,”says Mark, “
is the greatest fun on earth, to be able to
have such an interactive relationship with my son. It can be quite
aggressive— there’
s a fair amount o f testosterone— but we love
each other very much.”
Both men believe that each citizen must take responsibility
for Guantanamo Bay. “
Maybe we do have a government that is
exploiting fear. But we can’
t blame the government,”says Josh,
“
because the people allowed it to happen. It’
s my fault. It’
s your
fault. It’
s every citizen ’
s fault.
“
That’
s what makes me the most angry. M y clients are being
held in prison forever, without a trial, in my name.”
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by J I M M Y W I L K I N S O N M E Y E R
90 Y E A R S A G O , corporate magnate
Birton E. Babcock, Class o f 1894, was asked,
“
H ow were you able to surpass your competitors?”
“
I studied Greek,”he quipped.
T he short answer minim ized B abcock’
s deep
regard for his classical course o f study. W hen he
arrived at Wooster in 1890, he was, he wrote, “
the mossiest,
m ost uncouth, and unpromising country lad.”Babcock later
credited the College with transforming that lad into a confident
and cultured man. Contrary to the belief that “
a college education
unfits a man for business,”he wrote, “
it has taught me to reason
and think correctly...”
In the 1890s young Babcock would never have guessed that his
future and his fortune lay in cabbage— fields and fields o f cabbage.
BOUT

supported First Presbyterian Church in Phelps, where he
directed the choir, served as an elder, and funded a building
addition and a new organ.
Claiming that he owed “
a debt to The College o f Wooster
which cannot be measured by material standards,”Babcock gen
erously gave time, talent, and dollars to his beloved alma mater.

Legacies sweet and sour
By the time he died in 1941, Babcocks sauerkraut fortune
had purchased Scot band uniforms, built a dormitory, provided
scholarships, and purchased a Steinway grand piano for Memorial
Chapel. Trouble plagued Babcock’
s generosity, however. During
World War II, the first band kilts ended up at the bottom o f the

Education, tithing, hard work
Birt Babcock began his career at the bottom. H e had already
tried other jobs by the time he and his wife, Edna Wilder Babcock,
moved to his hometown o f Clyde, Ohio. There he took the only
position he could find— at a sauerkraut and pickling factory.
In the early 1900s Birt borrowed $1200 to purchase a pickle
factory in Phelps, New York. Twenty years later, the five factories
o f B abcock’
s Empire State Pickling Company were processing
500-800 tons o f cabbage per day.
Sales slowed a bit in the mid-1920s. In April 1925 Babcock
wrote, “
I do not know as I have seen my business as low for five
years as it is today, but it is bound to come back.”The shrewd
businessman didn’
t have to wait long. Six months later, after a
freeze ruined cabbage fields elsewhere, he enthused, “
Five o f us
packers have 90 percent o f the kraut in the country today, and I
have 60 percent o f that 90 percent.”At one time, Empire State
Pickling was considered the largest sauerkraut manufacturer in the
world, and the town o f Phelps was the w orld’
s sauerkraut capital.
Babcock became Phelps’first millionaire, but he didn’
t forget
his roots. A dedicated Presbyterian, he credited his financial
gain to “
tithing, a college education, and hard work.”H e liberally

A DEBT BEYOND M ATERIAL STANDARDS
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“
This dormitory is the gift o f Birt E. Babcock, Class o f It
in grateful recognition o f a debt to The College of
Wooster which cannot be m easured by material
standards.” p l a q u e in b a b c o c k h a l l
Atlantic Ocean in 1939, after a German submarine sank the
British ship that was carrying them from Scotland. The new uni
forms finally debuted the next year (see “
Family History,”page 64).
Babcock also ran into problems with the building. H e pledged
$200,000 in the 1920s to finance a student center. But the stock
market crashed, and investments turned sour, delaying the con
struction. By 1934 the College needed a womens dorm more
than a student center. Dedicated in 1936, Babcock Hall first
housed first-year, then senior women before becoming a resi
dence for international students in the 1970s. Although it cost
him a bit more than planned, Babcock was delighted with the
building, and he and his guests stayed at “
his”dorm when they
returned to campus.
One o f Babcock Halls early residents, Margaret Stockdale
M cC oy ’
39, remembers that the dorm often smelled o f
sauerkraut— which was served, it seemed, weekly. After all, Birt
Babcock provided all o f the kraut the College could use. At the
Class o f 1939 s 60th reunion, M cC oy made sure that the lunch
menu included the pickled treat.
Another, sweeter legacy lies in Babcocks support o f students.
H e recommended the College to church members, friends, and
acquaintances. H e personally hosted students on campus, men
tioned them to College o f Wooster President Charles Wishart,
and helped them with tuition, if necessary. H e also responded
to W ishart’
s occasional request to aid a needy student. In
1921, Babcock wrote that he was “
sending seven or eight
through W ooster.”
Phelps native Barbara Crothers C ope ’
42 came to the College
on B abcock’
s advice. Cope wrote in her 2005 autobiography, To
Xanadu, “
Mr. Babcock was...the leading man in our church and
urged young people in our congregation to consider Wooster.”
C ope recalled traveling to the College with a neighbor o f the
Babcocks, Helen Dayton Cross ’
42, another Babcock referral.
Babcock also volunteered his business acumen for the College.
In the summer o f 1923, according to his correspondence, another
Presbyterian school asked him to serve as a trustee. None too
subtly, Babcock told President Wishart that he was considering
the offer, but that his loyalty lay with Wooster. In the fall o f
that year, Birton E. Babcock was elected as a College trustee.
H e served until his death 18 years later.

Some little kindness
Charles Wishart recalled his first contact with “
the Sauerkraut
Xing. In 1920 someone reported to Wishart that the Babcocks
were visiting Wooster for commencement and were unhappy with

photos

their hotel. Wishart promptly invited the couple to stay at the
presidents home on campus. The two families grew close, and the
men became fast friends. The Babcocks hosted Wishart s daughter
and niece, while Wishart welcomed his friend in Wooster, telling
him, “
the latchstring is always out.”Babcock supplied the
Wisharts with dozens o f eggs and cans o f cherries from his
farm— as well as sauerkraut. Wishart invited Babcock to speak on
campus, and Babcock asked his friend to preach in Phelps.
In one poignant letter, Babcock assured Wishart that if any
thing should happen to the College president, Babcock would
take care o f his family. “
I shall deem it a great privilege to make
things very comfortable for your good wife and educate your
children...Just remember when you are awake nights worrying
about the future o f your family that I stand ready to step into the
breach at any time, not as a duty but as a pleasant privilege.”
Babcock often mentioned how much he treasured this
friendship. H e wrote, “
A bout the only thing worth while in
life is doing some little kindness for our friends....”

Health food
After graduating from Wooster, Babcock had intended to
enter the ministry, but illness cut short his time at seminary. H e
was advised that he only had a few months to live. Although he
outlived the dire prediction (dying at his desk at age 71), Babcock
fretted over his health, trying various diets and remedies.
In their correspondence, Wishart and Babcock shared physical
woes. Each suffered from “
digestive troubles”and what they
called “
the living hell”o f insomnia. In the 1920s Babcock wrote
that he was using sauerkraut juice as a cure. “
W e’
re getting a
wonderful trade on kraut juice,”Babcock told Wishart, “
and all
kinds o f letters extolling its virtue.”Babcock advised his friend to
take “
eight or 10 swallows before breakfast.”
Wishart responded, months later, “
Thank you for the kraut
and the kraut juice. I have imbibed o f the latter at different
intervals, I believe to my physical welfare and,”he added sardon
ically, “
I trust to the benefit o f my growth in grace.”
Exaggerated claims about the healthful properties o f certain
foods raged in the early 20th century. But a recent experiment
suggests that Babcock might have had a point. In Decem ber
2005 Korean scientists reported that they fed 13 chickens infect
ed with avian flu an extract o f kimchi, a spicy pickled cabbage
popular in Korea. Eleven birds began to recover.
This tiny study made international news. Cou ld it be__
sauerkraut is a health food? The Sauerkraut King would not
be surprised.

College of Wooster Libraries, Special Collections
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1933

The Class o f ’
33 Scholarship Fund, estab
lished with the class gift at our 50th reunion,
now has a principal balance o f almost
$271,645. During the last academic year, four
students received aid through this fund.
News about class members is scarce.
Although we no have no official secretary,
sending news direcdy to the magazine will
keep you up-to-date on the whereabouts and
welfare o f your classmates.
Bert Colclaser hears from a few ’
33s.
Elinor May Gottshall continues to live in her
home in Piqua, Ohio. She plays bridge and
enjoys the company o f friends.
Rosalie Herman Shelly and Bert both live
in Wooster but their various activities seldom
mesh. Rosalie is well and active and lives in
her long-time home.
Virginia Emch Lindman resides in Cope
land Oaks, a retirement community in
Sebring, Ohio. She and Bert talk on the phone
often and get together a couple o f times a year.
Ethel McCullough Schmidt enjoys the
companionship o f two daughters and their
families, who five in Wooster. Ethel lives with
daughter Susan.

1934

Elizabeth “
Libby”Lapham Wills
36500 E u clid A ve.,A 255, W illou gh by, O H 44094

Dear classmates, no news, alas. If any o f
you plan to write to me (Libby) someday, now
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is the time! Usually I try to send out cards to
20 people, hoping for one reply. This time,
however, urgent committee work at this retire
ment center kept me involved.
Enjoy the summer and remember Wooster
days. Write to us about your present days.

1935

Viola Startzman Robertson
687 G reen w ood B lvd., Wooster\ O H 44691-4923
V 8R @ aol.com

1936

Ralph Gillman
1256 L isa A n n D r., A kron, O H 44313

We sadly report the January death o f
Henry C. Lee in Memphis, Tenn.
Ralph Gillman and his wife returned to
campus for Alumni Weekend.

1937

Martha “
M ollie”Tilock Van Bolt
2020 G len da le A ve., F lin t, M I 48503-2111
(810) 233-5197, rvb m v b @ sb cglob al.n et

Ninetieth birthday celebrations continue to
be the major topic o f telephone conversations
with classmates. Soon w e’
ll all be nonagenari
ans, but we re still several classes away from the
beginning o f Class Notes in Wooster.
Katherine Huston Recker’
s family joined
her in Hoosier Village in Indianapolis for her

birthday dinner. Kay continues to write and
direct the seasonal concerts presented by a
group o f Hoosier Villagers, the Choraliers.
Kay lives a busy and independent life.
John Lawrence’
s deafness makes telephone
conversations difficult, but we can report that
his family was present for his 90th birthday.
On Brown Jenkins’
big day, he was hospi
talized with pneumonia, but he’
s back in the
apartment that he shares with his wife.
Martha Fleming Snyder’
s family jour
neyed to Clearwater and stayed for the week
end. Friends joined them at a restaurant for
Martha’
s birthday dinner. At Oak Bluffs
Martha helps in the library and works in the
thrift shop, a popular gathering site for friends.
Ruth Rifenberick Suter’
s family joined her
at Rydal Park for dinner. Each person gave
Ruth a note promising that they would do
something special for her each month.
Our class leap year baby, Wayne Welty,
was a patient in the Wooster hospital on his
(non-)birthday. His wife, Mildred, reported
that his cake was waiting in the freezer.
Blanche Smith Craig’
s daughters and her
sister were among the 15 people who joined
Blanche for a celebration at a restaurant.
Charlotte Beals Tasker recendy visited Blanche.
Bernice Reid McClester’
s family came to
her home for an overnight birthday bash.
John Wallis Creighton Jr. gets special
mention because he calls me (Mollie) on his
birthday. John spent the day doing what he
likes best—writing.

Ann Doerrer Shaffer and her husband
were in Arizona for her birthday and are now
back home, where their son serves as “
chief
cook and bottle washer.”
Marcus Kendall’
s family arranged for a
number o f his friends to join them at a coun
try club for his celebration.
April 14 was my (Mollies) big day. When
our children were litde, my late husband,
Roger Van Bolt, would remind them that
three historical events occurred on that day—
Lincoln was assassinated, the Titanic sank, and
their mother was born. Later, it became a
family joke when Roger revised it to, “
Three
tragic events occurred on April 14...”and the
children laughingly completed the sentence.
Growing up, a birthday was celebrated on
the exact birth date, perhaps because four o f
seven o f us had April birthdays. Family
members greeted the celebrant with “
Happy
Birthday, at breakfast, and the day proceeded
as usual until time for the evening meal. By
then, a tray on the sideboard was piled high
Mth gifts, hidden under a cloth— no peeking
allowed. The birthday dinner was served in the
dining room, followed by a homemade cake
and ice cream. Then the tray was placed in
front o f the honoree, and the gifts were
opened. The ritual stayed the same, and it’
s
always been important to me that my birthday
be observed on April 14.
This year was different. My celebration
egan a week early, with a luncheon for eight
at a friend’
s house, and continued into May,
With breakfasts, luncheons, dinners, bouquets,
and concert tickets. However, April 14 was
still the special day. It began with “
Happy
irthday phone calls from my children and
ne" ds-After breakfast, I opened the cards
P ed up on the piano, unopened. Then I drove
o Ann Arbor to daughter Margaret’
s house.
were joined for dinner by son John and his
Wt e, Jane, so the tradition was intact, with
,lnrlLr’
cake, ice cream, and gifts on the special
ay. I he grandsons (19) were away at college,
V/ t the ^
Alabama, David at the U o f
ashington. Many thanks to all who sent
C w';1-treasure each onei
ve l°st three o f our most faithful alums,
Jeanne Getter Slack died on Jan. 27, Arthur
P°“nson on Mar. 4, and C. G. Arnold
Carlson on Mar. 16.

1938
H arris Southard
C h erry St. A pt. 264, M em p h is , T N 38117

1939

Dean F. Davies
APple Tree D r., Brunswick, M

d0cdean@ g w L n e t

E 04011

Corky Van Deusen was looking up
Wooster activities on his computer when my
(Dean’
s) e-mail letter to him “
popped up.”
Being physicians, neither o f us are supersti
tious, but it was strange timing. Corky and his
wife, Jeanne, live in a retirement center in
North Carolina but spend three months a year
on Jekyll Island, Ga. They occasionally visit
their lads in Adanta and Niagara Falls. Corky
hopes to get back for the next big reunion.
After a rocky road medically for a few
weeks, my wife, Alice, and I are in good shape
(for the shape we’
re in) and enjoying life more
than ever—just had our 65th wedding
anniversary!

1940

Florence Dunbar Kerr
2315 N E 65th St. A p t 315, Seattle, WA 98115
fk err0 2 @ w ebtv. n et

Rebecca Schmidt, director o f stewardship
for the College, sent our class president,
Marguerite Lane Bowden, information about
the Class o f 1940 scholarship fund. This fund
was started in 1990 using only a small sum,
money that was left after the payment o f our
main gift to the College. This was invested,
and any other gifts directed to the fund were
added. By 2000 the fund contained $40,000,
the minimum amount to use as a base for
scholarships. Since then, scholarships have
been awarded each year. In 2005-06 Kyle
Yoder ’
08 benefited from our funds. The
market value is now over $68,000.
Ms. Schmidt thanked our class for its
continued interest and added, “
Giving to the
endowment is the College’
s highest priority.”
She concluded that the 1940 Scholarship
Fund exemplifies “
the positive impact gifts o f
this kind can have on current and future
generations.”
I (Florence) recendy came across the
information on classmates prepared for the
2005 reunion and decided to mine this mate
rial. I called George Joseph to get permission
to reveal what he had written— a confession.
I was surprised to learn that George lives in
Las Vegas. I associated him with Hartford,
Conn., where he had a long-term, award
winning connection with with the insurance
industry. In 1983 the General Agents and
Managers Conference created the George
Joseph Chair in Management at the American
College in Bryn Mawr, Pa.
I called Las Vegas, and George and I had
a nice chat. He and his wife, Jeanne, moved
there when her doctors recommended a
dryer climate. Their oldest son, Jon, lives
there, too. Jeanne died last year, and George
fought off a serious illness. He now is well
and enjoying golf again. The day before we

talked, he had shot an 82.
What was his confession? Under the head
ing o f “
favorite Wooster memories,”George
wrote, “
Because o f poor grades in my sopho
more year, Dean Westhafer made me stay
home for one year— best thing that ever
happened to me!”
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M ary Wilcox Hughes
3976 B lu eston e Rd., C le v e la n d H eigh ts, O H
44121-2451

NEW! mwhughes@mailstation.com
Leonard W. Snyder
422 2 n d St. NW, N ew Philadelphia, OH 44663-1853
Isw h in @ adelph ia. n et

H y Tindall tells o f visiting Louise
Blackwood in Sarasota, Fla. The day that
President Bush made a visit to their
community, activities were curtailed from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Hy says he put out the flag
but stayed inside.
The New York Times noted that Dames at
Sea by the late Jim Wise is still performed.
Lee Bender, son o f Jim Bender, brings us
up to date. Jim resides at the Discovery Care
Center in Hamilton, Mont., at the foot o f the
beautiful Bitter Root Mountains. He would
enjoy hearing from you. I (Mary) sent Lee and
Jim a snapshot copy o f Merle, taken in 1938
with my Brownie camera.
In a P.S. to me (Len), Lee said that his
grandparents once lived in New Philadelphia,
just three blocks from our home. He remem
bers visiting there. We sent him a snapshot o f
the house.
Betty Alden Goerke notified us o f the
Aug. 2005 death o f Roberta “
Jean”Kingsley
Singer (see Spring 2006 issue). We remember
Jean in a beautiful red muumuu at our 60th
and Bill Singer in his freshman beanie. We
have written to Bill in Hawaii.
Alfie Gabriel Campbell attended the
funeral o f Frank Grenert in Wooster on May
6. We remember talking basketball, joking,
and lunching with Frank at our 60th.
Alfie traveled to Nepal to visit son Gabriel
without incident, in spite o f the turmoil there.
We also received a fine letter from Bruce
DeBolt, telling o f the death o f his father,
Warren Debolt, on Jan. 3. So many sad letters
about old friends!
However, there is other news. Marty
Bowman’
s niece tells o f her aunt’
s 40 years o f
teaching Ohio history, her travels in Europe
and the U.S., and retiring to enjoy life near
family and friends, memberships in DAR,
AAUW, and Presbyterian and women’
s clubs.
Marty would love mail, at 513 S. Sandusky
Ave., Upper Sandusky, Ohio 43551-1636.
Fern Anderson D ’
Aiquila spent 10 days in

SUMMER 2 0 0 6

Wooster 3 i

ClassNotes
Hawaii, reveling in the gorgeous flowers.
Marilynn Johnston Gruber visited family
in Santa Barbara and Long Beach in March.
Her great-granddaughter (1) provided fun and
frolic. Marilynn attended a Scottish dance
group, a hobby that she and the late Pete
Gruber ’
42 enjoyed for many years. (Pete used
to wear his Wooster kilt). Marilynn also
viewed Hal Holbrooks Mark Twain.
Eunice Maclnnes Mitchell planned to
attend grandson Ted’
s Code o f Honor cere
mony for Eagle Scouts in May. Since John
died, she misses the valentines sent to Wooster
alumni couples. But Eunice did appreciate the
personal birthday card this year.
Many classmates have family members in
the arts. Marian Roller Chilson’
s grand
daughter, Dana Bernardinis, a graduate o f the
Cleveland Institute o f Art, lives and paints
Western landscapes in Glacier National Park.
Margie Swartz D ean’
s daughter, Barbara,
teaches art (K-6) in Strongsville, Ohio.
Terry Stalker MacGregor’
s daughter and
her husband, Laura and Guillermo Cuellar,
moved to the U.S. from Venezuela in 2005,
after 30 years. Laura teaches Spanish while
Guillermo has a pottery shop in St. Paul,
Minn. Terry’
s other daughter, Katie, lives in
Maine and designs and sells handmade paper.
I (Len) recommend Ed Arn’
s book, Arris
War, as a good read, describing events that we
all lived through.
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Celia Retzler Gates
1446 B ellevue, W ooster, O H 44691
rlgcm g@ sssn et. com

Annie Lee “
Algy”Guinther Peterson only
attended Wooster for a year before transferring
to Syracuse U. But she and her daughter,
Hilary Peterson 77, came to the Wooster
reunion in 2002 together—Annie’
s 60th,
Hilary’
s 25th. Annie died in December. Hilary
writes, “
Mother was an avid gardener special
izing in tall bearded iris. At one time sbe had
over 200 different varieties in her Akron
gardens. She was also a talented watercolor
artist, and we will cherish her paintings...
“
When my father had a stroke in 1994 and
entered a nursing home, she visited him nearly
every day and was a tireless advocate for his
care for more than eight long years. She had
some bouts with illnesses in 2004 and finally
moved from her Fairlawn condominium to an
independent living apartment at Sumner on
Ridgewood that October. She seemed to be
getting better, making new friends, getting
herself to lunches with friends and to church
on Sundays, so her death took us by surprise.
“
We were not ready for her to leave us yet,
but we are thankful that she was granted the
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kind o f death most o f us hope for, slipping
away peacefully during the night, having lived
a full, rich life.”
Jerry Stryker responded to my (Celia’
s)
plea for news. “
My wife, Stephanie, and I paid
another visit to England last fall, driving
through the Cotswolds and down to Devon
and Cornwall, staying at B & Bs and enjoying
gorgeous scenery. In May we’
ll drive to Chapel
Hill for the graduation o f a granddaughter and
her husband. This October we’
ll visit China,
as we seem to do every two years, to spend
time with Stephanie’
s family. Stephanie is
from Beijing and has a brother, a sister, and a
great many other relatives living there.
“
M y abiding interest in Chinese affairs is
reflected in sort o f a newsletter (a freebie) that
I’
ve put out to e-mail subscribers for almost
nine years, called ‘
Chinastuff’
Washington is a
wonderful venue for lectures on China. I take
in quite a few. I teach basic computer skills at
the library and carry on the framing business
(as a ‘
basement framer’
) that I started 25 years
ago...Despite the tragedies and calamities all
over the world, I’
m fine and cross my fingers
that I can hang in there for a few more years.
Looking forward to seeing you at our 65th.”
I (Celia) had a nice phone chat with Mary
Lou Chalfant, who spoke o f the wonderful
visit she had with an English friend on Fuerteventura in the Canary Islands— a beautiful
place to spend the month o f March.
Bob Prentice sends memories o f Wooster
from Dec. 7,1941, to May 11,1942, “
written
for my kids and grandkids,”he says. “
Since I
lost Marge W iley Prentice in 1997, I’
ve
worked up similar thoughts on various phases
o f my life. I recently reread Tom Brokaw’
s The
Greatest Generation (Random House, 1998)
and read Samuel Morison’
s The Two Ocean
War (Little Brown, 1963). These accounts
prompted me to try and remember life at
Wooster after Pearl Harbor.”
“
On Sunday Dec. 7,”Bob writes, “
I was in
Fifth Section o f Kenarden getting ready for an
afternoon movie date with Marge. John Ervin
came in to say that the Japanese were bombing
Pearl Harbor. He also had heard rumors that
San Francisco, his hometown, was being
shelled. I picked up Marge, and we walked
down the hill to the movie. No one was taking
tickets. People kept wandering in and out with
little new information but lots o f rumors. We
were all very upset and confused...
“
The next day we had radios on at lunch
and dinner and listened to Roosevelt’
s‘
Day o f
Infamy’
speech, the notice that we were at war
with Japan. The next few weeks we spent
discussing the war, but then, as I remember it,
we seemed to push the bad news away and got
back to our college routine...We crawled into
the ‘
Cocoon ofWooster.’
”

Bob goes on to say though the Christmas
break that year was “
a time to wake up,”it was
still tempting for many to ignore the outside
world and enjoy their last semester o f college.
At Commencement, Bob writes, President
Wishart concluded, “
...Only G od knows what
the next few years will bring to all...”The
happy college days had ended.
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Ida Snodgrass Arthurton
1111 Joh nsarbor D r. W., Rochester, N Y 14620-3637

Phemia Haymons O lert’
s husband, John,
was a minister who had five pastorates, the last
one in Ft. Lauderdale. On one trip to their
cottage on Lake Michigan, the Olerts stopped
in Cincinnati, where they had served a church
for nine years. They decided to move to a
retirement home there and did so in 1990. She
and John made three overseas trips before he
died in 1994. Phemia can no longer travel, due
to arthritis, so the three children come from all
over to see her. “
I’
ve had a happy life,”she says.
Milton Ronsheim has worked in the
newspaper business since the end o f WWII,
when he, his wife, and daughter moved back
to their hometown, Cadiz, Ohio. Mac joined
his father and grandfather on the family paper.
In 1968 it merged with a neighboring weeldy.
That editor and Milt put together the largest
weekly in the nation. “
After enjoying writing
editorials and columns, overseeing the staff,
keeping the community informed, and
frequently raising a few hackles,”Milt says, he
retired in 1983.
Since then, he has devoted almost full time
to volunteering in the community, at church,
and for Wooster. Milt has worked in economic
development and with housing. H e’
s served on
all four governing bodies o f the Presbyterian
Church (USA), including putting together
newspapers for presbytery and synod. He was
a Volunteer in Mission in India, writing inter
pretive material for a progress agency. Milt and
his wife went on three mission study tours o f
India and Nepal and then on assignment to
the World Council o f Churches in Geneva.
Milt volunteers for the College, too,
encouraging prospective students, bringing
them to campus, and spreading the word at an
area two-year college. He served on the
Alumni Board and has helped in fund-raising.
Many o f his relatives graduated from Wooster,
including son Douglas 71, grandsons Aric ’
92
and Wade ’
94 Gibson, and three siblings and
their spouses.
Lois W ilson S cott’
s latest trip was to
Antarctica, with her sister, Doris Wilson
Blanchard ’
40, Lois’
s daughter, Vicki Miles
Yuen 70, and Vicki’
s husband. What do
you bet? Lois and Doris did not need the
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The Alum ni Association was founded in 1873 and
exists firs t to support the mission o f the College. In
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is an advisory body. It reviews and advises the staff of the
College about alumni relations programs, effective use of alumni volunteers in the
areas of admissions, career services, and development; determines awards and selects
recipients; and provides feedback and suggestions to the College administration.
Elected members serve a 3-year term.
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UdLK LO UU1 CUILC^C 1UU11HC... VVC Cia.WJ.CU 1111U

the ‘
Cocoon o f Wooster.’
”

m en

/ u, a n u V l c i u ;> u u a u a n u . v v i u n u u

you bet? Lois and Doris did not need the

3007

Distinguished Alumni Award
The D IS T IN G U IS H E D A L U M N I A W A R D is presented annually to alumni who
have distinguished themselves in one or more of the following areas:
■ Professional Career

■ Service to Humanity

■ Service to Wooster

Alumni are selected to exemplify Wooster’s dedication to excellence and its commit
ment to service. The Alumni Board selects Distinguished Alumni Award recipients.
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plete the form below or visit our website: w w w .w o o s t e r .e d u /a lu m n i/d a a .
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Occupation_____________ ____________________________
Y o u r N a m e ______________________ _____________________ Class Year_____
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E-mail Address_________________________________________________
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Officers, Alumni Trustees, and
Alumni Board Members
PRESIDENT

Mary Neagoy ’83
Shaker Heights, O H

PAST PRESIDENT

Michael R. Lauber ’80
Dover, O H

Term Expires June 2007

Term Expires June 2008

Helen K. Chase ’69"

Alexandra Holm Eagles ’69

Felix Berry 79”

Shokan, N Y

Greensboro, NC

Oceanside, CA

S. Qaisar “Q” Imam ’91

H. Bruce Grandy ’49

Christabel Dadzie ’04”

U niversity Heights, O H

Avon Lake, O H

New York, N Y

Sohil Parekh ’99

Joshua N. Holian ’95“

David J. Fieldgate 72

Cambridge, MA

San Francisco, CA

M ilfo rd , MA

Term Expires June 2009

Debra A. Schwinn 79*

Cynthia Weiler ’80

David D. Gilliss '80

D urham , NC

San Diego, CA

Towson, M D

Carolyn Childs Shadle ’62

Ronald C. Wilcox 75*

John Kneen 74*

San Jose, CA

New York, N Y

Chicago, IL

Celia Retzler Gates

Jeffrey A. Steiner 74’

Anne Takehara Wilson 73*

Carol Pancoast ’64*

1446 B ellevue, W ooster, O H 446

Wooster, O H

Houston, TX

Bay Village, O H
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> 80 th BIRTHDAY
APR. 22, 2006, LEVITTOWN, N.Y.
l to r Judie Kohl Andron '61;
birthday girl, Marilyn Anderson
Williams '47; Bess Stuckslager
Towner '45; Marilyn's niece,
Marilie Romig Blanchard '62;
Marilyn's daughter, Cindy
Williams '75

»S H O W IN G THE WOO COLORS
Los Shreve Bircher '42 in the
Wilson Bookstore

others to help them navigate— they were
just there to enjoy the trip!
On a sad note, Jean Stratton Perkins
wrote to Betty Vandersall Hanks, who
phoned me (Ida) about the death o f Charles
Sommers. Chuck was the husband o f a good
friend, Priscilla Hughes Sommers, who used
to be in our round-robin group. (Sadly, Pris
now has Alzheimer’
s.) Betty sent a piece about
Chuck from the Birmingham (Mich.) news
paper. He was a long-time associate pastor at
First Presbyterian Church there. His daughter,
Charlotte ’
80, also a minister, says that with
her dad, family always came first. Chuck was
glad when he had evening meetings, so he
could be home when the children came home
from school. His idea o f a good time was a
walk in the woods, an afternoon in the garden,
or a good meal with his family.
Alice McVetty Vars says her book “
shelves
and brain are full to overflowing.”She still
gives all kinds o f lectures. After one, titled
Santa— Symbol and Significance,”the best
compliment she received was, “
You make us
toink, not just entertain us.”This, I think, is
Alice’
s mission in life. She went to a retreat at
Mrkbridge last May, Troy, N.Y., in June, two
Shaw Festival plays, and her 65th high school
reunion in Findlay.
Jiny Lewis Bradley volunteers weekly at
a local hospital and plays in a church hand
ell choir. She and I agree that we’
re glad
that we went to Wooster when we did,
when Chapel was required. That made it
seem like a Christian college. Furthermore,
We don t know if we could have handled the
"dependent Study program. And we’
re
glad we didn’
t have to! Congratulations to
a over the years who have done such a
good job with I.S.

1944

Anne Melone Deidrick
342 W ycliffe D r., H ouston , T X 77079-7131
doft@ sbcglobal. n et

Russell Haley
653 M ed ford L eas, M edford, N J 08055
elderguy44@ yahoo.com

Margaret Gibbons Lake had a stroke and
is trying to get her hand working again.
It is with sorrow that we report the death
o f Eleanor Webster Arnold in January.
Husband Don writes that her illness kept
them from sending out Christmas cards in
2005, but Eleanor mailed notes to Wooster
friends. She commented that keeping up with
her grandchildren— scattered from California
to Texas, Pennsylvania, Paraguay, and Costa
Rica—was like “
watching Brownian move
ment or tropical fish in an aquarium.”Eleanor
never lost that sense o f humor and the joy that
came from all that she did.
Don says, “
The College o f Wooster was
important to Eleanor not only because o f the
quality o f its education but also because o f the
lifelong friends whom she gained there. From
Wooster she carried forth a love o f learning
that she shared with her husband and passed
on to family and friends. She gave to Wooster
as much as she received.”
One o f our class mainstays, Eleanor was
once class secretary. We miss knowing that
she’
s around someplace doing her usual
outstanding job. She said o f our class,
“
Knowing you all is one o f the greatest joys o f
our lives.”That’
s just how we felt about Eleanor.
I (Anne) will add a note about Roger
Stonebumer’
s death. Roger and Jean Kelty ’
47
Stonebumer were close friends o f ours. Roger
and my husband, Elgin ’
44, both played Scot
football, and we all lived in Texas after college.

We continued to keep in touch. I’
ll miss Rog.
In other sad news, Fern Fisher Borland
Raff reports that her husband, Charlie, died
on Mar. 17. Fern writes that at his service,
“
family, church friends, and neighbors from
the Masonic Village remembered many good
times they had shared with Charlie.”
We send our sympathies to all three
families.
Male Call this issue went to Bill Glatz in
Jamestown, N.Y. I (Russ) last contacted Bill
via Male Call in Jan. 1999. Bill still plays golf
(I didn’
t ask about his handicap) and sings
with a barbershop group and in the church
choir. He spends each March on St. Simons
Island, S.C. His three sons are doing well. The
Sunday preceding my call, Bill went to a recital
that involved three great-granddaughters (out
o f five great-grandchfidren). The last time he
was in Wooster was about three years ago, at
an Alumni Weekend. Bill’
s favorite W oo ’
memories revolve around Kenarden and the
Kappa Kappa Kappas o f Seventh Section. His
voice sounds young and vigorous.
Bob Johnson says, “
I moved last June 2005
(see address, p. 59). Being isolated in the
woods was not the smartest place for a man
my age and taking care o f my place was
becoming more work. A week after I put the
house on the market, I had a buyer. My kids
pitched in to help me sort, pack, and move.
“
I’
m now settled in Athens, Ohio, where
my son lives. I joined the Rotary (I was in
Coshocton’
s Rotary for 50 years), go to two
other lunch groups, and belong to the Unitanan-Universalist Fellowship. The university
provides diverse cultural events. In the fall, my
son and I went canoeing.
“
In November and December I took a
birding trip to Argentina and after a week to
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do laundry, went with my son, Craig, and his
wife to Baja, Calif, and Mexico for Christmas.
There I added a bird to my life list, one that
I’
ve wanted to see for 70 years, tht phainopepla”
Weather permitting, Bob walks a couple o f
miles a week, checking out parts o f Athens’
bike trail, at least 15 miles long.
In April he attended a binding workshop at
Shawnee State Park with the Ohio Ornitho
logical Society and saw 59 different species,
including a number o f migrating warblers.
Bob’
s son found a mother-lode o f mushrooms
this spring and had Bob over for a mushroom
feast. He also built a fence behind Bob’
s garage
so Bob can have a small garden. At press time
it included peas, lettuce, spinach, carrots,
radishes, broccoli, and tomatoes (that’
s small?).
Bob Brown had a funny experience. He
found that Social Security had classified him
as deceased. (Bob, you’
ve got to move around
more.) He had to fight to convince them that
he was still alive!
W e’
re sorry to report that Bob’
s wife o f 61
years died on Nov. 1. Bob says that he has no
more news, except that he plays duplicate
bridge three times a week.
I (Russ) had a flurry o f notes from people
who saw the article on my Paris trip (Wooster,
Winter 2006). Among them were Helen
Hibbs “
Hibble”and Bill Bingaman. They’
re
fortunate— their children have stayed close to
home, and they can visit frequently. Bill and
Helen were intrigued to read that veterans can
go to Washington to see the W W II
Memorial, expenses paid (a local offer?).
A1 Spreng says that he and his wife are
planning to visit the Wooster campus and
friends in Ohio, probably in July, too late for
Alumni Weekend. On their agenda is seeing
an Ohio Light Opera performance o f H.M.S.
Pinafore.
Ben Kline checked in, so we know he’
s
OK and fighting the good fight. He says he
has “
no news.”At our age, that can be good.
John Bender, our admirable senior athlete,
was preparing for the Evansville River City
Games and the state meet in June. It’
ll be a
qualifying year. John had a couple o f gradua
tions— two granddaughters, one from high
school and the other from the U o f Nebraska
in Lincoln. The latter spent her last six months
o f college in Costa Rica. John and Lois have
helped her since the unexpected death o f her
father four years ago. The Benders are happy
with the “
exceptionally beautiful”gardens and
horticultural development surrounding them.
I (Russ) had a couple o f Wooster-related
events right here in Medford Leas. One was
the visit o f Hilary Howarth ’
75 to her parents
here. Hilary came all the way from Seattle. I
tried to catch her, but we missed connections.
The second was a visit from Rodger and
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Elizabeth Morin Sillars, ’
68s, to Elizabeth’
s
mother here. I did get together with them. We
had an enjoyable coffee break— talking
nonstop for over an hour, comparing Wooster
in the late ’
60s to the campus in the early ’
40s.
Big changes had already occurred by then.

1945
Jeanne “
Sw a n ee”Sw an Garnett
5310 L oru th Terr., M adison , W I53711-2630

What a spring show we had in Wisconsin
where I (Swanee) live, with the magnolia, crab
apples, lilacs, tulips, and daffodils, after a
winter o f snow. Just think o f the excitement o f
rebirth that you miss if you live in the South.
Jean Ann Pierce G ow wrote in her
February “
Christmas letter”that they are both
well, though older. The Gows had some
wonderful family gatherings last year. Jean
Ann is busy with the League o f Women
Voters and enjoys getting together with golfing
friends, though she doesn’
t golf much
anymore. Husband Jim, on the other hand,
plays golf often. He serves on the local devel
opment committee for their town, Union,
N.Y. Their daughter, Andrea, works at the
county nursing home; her husband, Pete, is an
engineer with a British defense contractor.
Last March Jean Ann and Jim flew to
Hollywood, where son Dave was studying
screen writing and film production. They
enjoyed watching the filming o f Joey— for
seven hours. Dave has since moved to NYC.
Son Rob is a junior at Virginia Tech, majoring
in engineering and health.
Jean Ann and Jim had their usual Cape
Cod vacation last August. The family cele
brated their daughter, Dianne’
s, life and love o f
the Cape by scattering some o f her ashes.
(Dianne died in Aug. 2004.) They miss her so.
In Apr. 2005 the Gows had a wonderful
trip to Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, and they went
to Bethany Beach, Del., in October. Just
before Christmas they took Rob and met
Dave in NYC for a delightful four days with
their grandsons— during a transit strike!
Jean Ann reports that Doris Culley Snow
is doing well in her own apartment in a retire
ment community in Damariscotta, Maine.
Lynne and George Bell quietly celebrated
their 60th wedding anniversary on Apr. 20,
with their family. They received many cards
from friends with congratulations and good
wishes. The Bells have four sons, three of
whom are physicians. Dick (an electrical engi
neer), David (an obstetrician), and Jeff (an
oncologist) live in Columbus, Ohio; John (a
cardiovascular surgeon) fives in Virginia.
George says that he and Lynne lunched
with Beverly and A1 Kean in May. The Keans
came to Wooster in February to watch the

basketball team win. They were surprised
when they found that their daughter, Judy ’
78,
had driven from Toledo for the same game!
The Keans had 18 family members home for
Thanksgiving, seven o f them W oo grads and
two others who also attended the College.
A1 writes that he led a Sunday school class
discussion o f evolution and intelligent design,
based on Ken Miller’
s book, Finding Darwins
God (Harper’
s, 1999). He mentions an article
on mini-viruses in Discover magazine entitled
“
UN-intelligent Design.”A1 keeps an active
mind— so must we all.
Vae Shutt D u ff writes from Lexington,
Ky., to say that when Wooster arrives in her
mailbox, she first reads class notes. She appre
ciates the entire magazine, saying, “
It connects
me to memories o f a year spent with great
classmates and excellent teachers. (It) assures
me that The College o f Wooster still is an
outstanding college, one o f the very best.”Vae
enjoyed reading “
10 Trips o f a Lifetime”in the
winter issue, especially the account by Harriet
Refo Locke ’
50. Vae knew the Refo family
when they lived a few houses from her in
Berea, Ky., in the early 1940s. She took chem
istry with Harriet’
s father!
Vae says her news is much like that o f
other classmates. She enjoys her family and
has a great-grandson living nearby. Vae volun
teers at church, attends a Bible study group,
and helps at an Alzheimer’
s care center. She
also enjoys monthly meetings o f “
Keenagers”
(a senior group at church).
When she wrote in May, Margaret
Goldsmith Hydorn was looking forward to
planting her garden. She says, “
I lead a Bible
study group o f 10-14 every Tuesday, play
monthly for a sing-a-long at a nursing home,
fill in at the church organ when needed, knit
sweaters for Guideposts, organize health kits for
the church women’
s group (last year we sent
200), and waste copious amounts o f time at
the computer.”
Margie heard from Betty Stuckslager
Towner, who gets “
off the island”(Long
Island) now and then. Betty and her daughter,
Beanie, went to Chicago to visit son Stevie at
Thanksgiving. Betty also keeps busy with
weekly and monthly volunteer jobs.
I (Swanee) had a nice phone chat with
D on Meisel. He fives in Minneapolis. West
minster Presbyterian Church, which he served
for 20 years, is near the Mall o f America. Don
retired 15 years ago, after 42 years o f ministry.
He had four churches in New Jersey before
moving west. Don is involved in recording for
the blind. The recordings are made 24 hours a
day on a dedicated fine. He was reading a
book on the San Francisco earthquake and
fire— on the very date and hour o f the event
100 years ago! Strange and eerie. Don is is
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WOO IN SITKA, ALASKA

Don Beane (math, education,
emeritus), Marge Beane, Fran Park,
Sue Jacobs Park, ’54s, Peggy
Lenderking Hale '59, David Hale
l to r

< THE WEDDING OF ALISON
BROWN '9 5 AND JOHN L. CONROY
III, JULY 30, 2 0 0 5

l to r Robert O. Brown '65, Millie
Soto Karkoff ’97, Elisa Stude '95,
bride, groom, Jen Eisigner Meyer '94
Graig Meyer ’96, Micheline Wise
William '95

glad that he made it to our 50th reunion.
Gordon and I were thrilled to attend a
Wooster Chorus concert in Madison, Wise.,
in March. The church was filled. The 53
young people (12 music majors) sang sacred
and secular music, almost entirely a cappella.
Such talent! G o and hear them if you can.

1946
NEW! Sally Wade Olson
4209 H offm a n Dr., W oodbridgc, VA 22193
°
leysally@ aol.com

We elected Sally Wade Olson as the new
class secretary. Thanks to Arol Noble
Escamilla for serving so ably for so long.

1947
Cornelia “
C orn ie”L ybarger N eusw anger
32148 H w y. 34, Wray, C O 80758
r o rn e lia l @ m ailstation .com

Edith Bender Seaton
102 G reen b rier D r., H in ton , W V25951
r°nedseaton @ city net. n et

We begin this summer news with a sad
note. You might not have heard about the
death o f Larry Hoge ’
49 last fall. Marge
Neiswander H oge wrote in March to tell us.
She says, “
To help me through the Christmas
holiday, I visited my daughter, Barbara Hoge
barnple, in Lake Havasu, Ariz. In February I
yisited Flo Kurtz Gault and Stan, ’
48s. While
ln Wooster, I was able to attend a wonderful
concert by Brian Dykstra (music).”
It saddens us all to lose one o f our class
mates or one who is close to us. Larry seemed
hke an honorary ’
47er, because he and Marge
so graciously opened their home to us during
°ur reunions. Our sympathy to you, Marge.
„ I*1her belated Christmas letter, Marilyn
Corky”Cordray Lilley wrote that she and
Marilyn St.John Graham went to visit their
other college roommate, Arlene “
Mally”
Halecek Giddings, in Florida. “
The grand

finale came at the airport,”Corky said, “
when
home. A memorial service was held on Feb. 12
I had a monumental muscle spasm and fell,
at Northminster Presbyterian Church.”
with Mally on top o f me— better known as the
Elaine Burr Dunbaugh now lives in
Wooster sprawl’
— a great way to get wheel
Annadale, Va. She wrote about a wonderful
chair service to your gate.”
campus visit, “
a good 20 years ago,”with Rose
Corky is another one w ho’
s passed 80
Kesel Mokodean and Muriel Mulac Kozlow.
lately. Her PEO sisters gave her a huge bash,
They reminisced, aided by a scrapbook that
and her son flew in from Denver. “
I prefer to
Elaine had kept. Elaine is coping with a
be 40 doubled,”
’
she says. “
I can start over at
broken hip but enjoys her four grandchildren
40, and let the good times roll. Recently I’
ve
and great-grandson.
had an opportunity to do that...”Hmm,
Rose was recently asked to resume the
columns do not tell all. Come to our 60th and
bridge column that she wrote for the Canton
learn all the really good news!
Repository, beginning in 1974 and ending
Now some o f the best o f a long, newsy
about five years ago. Some columns were
letter from Betty Marker Granicher. Though
published in a book. Rose has agreed to
she has some major health problems, she’
s
resume the column with the understanding the
always cheerful, with good times to relate.
commitment is not ad infinitum.
Betty’
s belated Christmas letter tells o f her
Helen Agricola Wright tells us that she
travels with dear relative and companion
still plays the organ at Coshocton (Ohio)
Wendy. In Mar. 2004 they visited family on the
Presbyterian Church (her 39th year). Helen’
s
East Coast, Florida, and in North Carolina. July
son, Steve ’
74, and family live in Denver,
found Betty “
having a ball”with visitors in San where he practices family medicine. Daughter
Diego, until she took a tumble “
dancing on a
Sue ’
75 is a teacher in Flagstaff, Ariz., and
table top,”she says. (She fell getting out o f a
daughter Kay, who attended Bennington
car.) After hip surgery she is doing well.
College, is a case worker in Coshocton.
Jan Gladden Baus reports that she and her
On the day that Katrina slammed into
husband celebrated their 61st wedding anni
New Orleans, D ick Frothingham experienced
versary on May 12. They enjoyed a trip to
heart attack symptoms. His wife, Mary, drove
Pensacola. Jan and Gene live in Weeki Wachi,
him to the Arkansas Heart Hospital nearby.
Fla.— my (Cornelia’
s) favorite address.
Dick had open-chest, triple bypass surgery.
After cardiac rehabilitation therapy, he says
he’
s in “
excellent physical shape.”
1948
Marilyn Helwig Zeigler still lives in
Betsy C ow les Sprenkle
Williamsburg, Va., and still feels the “
travel
N E W ! 310 G arden gate Ln., L om poc, C A 93436
itch. She also loves binding, tutoring a young
spren k le@ b estl.n et
Chinese student in ESL, and volunteering at
M e l Snyder M cD on ald
Jamestown. Marilyn reports on C.O.W. family
30507 R u e de la P ierre
members. Her son, Mark, and his wife, Mary
R an ch o P a los Verdes, C A 90275
Thomas Zeigler, are ’
79s. Her sister, Joanne
m elm acrpv@ cox.n et
Helwig McKray ’
53, lives in Alameda, Calif.
I (Mel) recently sent a card to Mildred
v Vf7 n'C
Sperry says she goes to the
H oltz Isaac and received the following reply
i W LA to do water exercises and plans to
from Mildred’
s husband, John: “
Mildred died
enroll in PACE and Tai Chi classes. She
on Dec. 26, 2005, at Salinas (Calif) Memorial
brought old Wooster photos to the last
Hospital, after spending the year in a nursing
reunion and gave them to the people pictured.
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THE WEDDING OF JEN
BONGIOVANNI '0 3 AND CRAIG
JACKSON, FEB. 25, 2 0 0 6 .
back row, l to r Alison Bongiovanni,
Megan Sward, Kate Finefrock, Kate
Carden, Elizabeth Bowker, Emily Gray,
'06s; F ront row Kristen Buccier, Becca
Stinson, Brittan Horton, '03s, groom,
bride, Jessie Johnson, Keili Meyer,
Darcy Cole, '03s

Remember— send photos from Wooster
days to Jim Weygandt, 120 Crestwood Dr.,
Sheboygan Falls, W I 53085. Please do this
now so Jim has lots o f time to put them on a
video for our next reunion.
I (Betsy) had a nice phone visit with Jim
Holroyd recently. H e’
s on a quest for a “
lost”
grade school friend and having fun doing it.
Ev Ballard’
s wife, Martha Jean Stoll
“
Kentuck”’
49 Ballard, says that they divide
their time between Sanibel Island, Fla., and
Louisville, Ky. The last two hurricanes
damaged their home, but repairs are now
complete. The Ballards just had their first
great-grandchild, whose grandmother is Anne
Ballard Hill ’
75. The Ballards also have a
grandson at C.O.W., Peter Ballard Hill ’
08.
From Sebastian, Fla., comes word from
Leona Hahn Compton. The Comptons
survived three hurricanes in two years, though
40 percent o f their mobile home park was
destroyed. They enjoy cruising; a favorite trip
was from Buenos Aires to Valparaiso, around
the Horn, and through the Chilean fjords.
They sing in the Vero Beach Choral Society
and are active in their church.
Another Floridian, Charles Croghan,
recently had a wonderful trip to Paris and
Provence. He and his wife particularly enjoyed
the impressionist paintings at Musee d’
Orsay.
Charles ran into a C.O.W. student, spoke
quickly in passing, but missed her name.
Happily Jo Bailey Keck has recovered from
recent surgery. After visiting her in the hospi
tal, Jos husband, Max ’
41, said he was going
home to have a sandwich and go to bed.
Concerned about his driving at night, Jo kept
frantically calling him at home all evening, to
no avail. Nor could she reach her two daugh
ters. It turns out that Max had choked on his
sandwich and had to be rushed to the ER. He
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and the daughters were downstairs in the same
hospital but didn’
t tell Jo— so as not to worry her!

1949

Evelynn Cheadle Thomas
169 B a y v iew C ircle, P a gosa S p rin gs, C O 81147
eeth om as@ m ailbu g. com

Bob and I (Evelynn) are back home, after
six months in southern California at Loma
Linda Hospital. It’
s wonderful to be home.
Bob is doing very well, and we go to the
oncologist in Durango to see what’
s next. I
will have surgery in Durango (soon, I hope).
Thanks so much for your prayers and calls and
notes. They were and are appreciated, and
their support was so helpful. Thanks!
A note from M aiyjean Bennett Clouse
tells us that Ellis ’
50 is home recovering from
heart surgery and bleeding ulcers. Mary Jean
says they’
ve been visiting doctors and swallow
ing pills. Mary Jean tells us, “
During these
times o f difficulty, prayers have sustained us
and have been such a wonderful help.”
Bob Mabbs writes o f a recent visit from
Ron and Edith Bender Seaton, ’
47s. They
dropped by for a lovely reunion/ gabfest/lunch
on their way home to Hinton, W. Va., from
visiting family in the West. It was a wonderful
time o f reminiscing. These three didn’
t meet at
Wooster but at a mission orientation study
fellowship. Bob and his late wife, Alice, wrote
a family history, “
Miracles in Our Lives.”

1950
Janice “
J a y ”Wilson George
19476 N. C oyote L ak es Pkw y., S u rprise, A Z 85374

Did you notice the picture o f a “
kilted”
wedding party o f 1998 classmates in the
Winter 2006 issue o f Wooster} According to

recent fashion news, kilts are a growing trend
in wedding attire. C.O.W. alums are way
ahead o f the times, having worn kilts for
decades. Ruth Ann “
Charlie”Carson
MacAllister reported that Ed MacAllister
was looking forward to wearing his to a
Robert Burns dinner. (“
Nice knees,”says she.)
Our other Houston “
macs,”Hugh ’
49 and
Ellie Morris Macmillan, dodged the hurri
cane in 2005, as did the MacAllisters. Hugh
volunteers with the mentally disabled, and
Elbe helps at a women’
s shelter. They enjoy
spending time at their Galveston beach home.
The Macmillans’
April note included an
obituary for Gladys “
Hap”Aldridge Lauback.
Hap wrote to me (Jay) last year, sending
regrets that she could not attend the reunion.
She was on oxygen full-time, due to chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease. When her
three children were younger, Hap served in
PTA in addition to substitute teaching. She
also held almost every office at MayfairPlymouth Congregational Church in Toledo.
Haps husband, John, died in 2002.
Dave Poling and I have been in touch. I
got acquainted with new members in my Sun
City church who had attended Dave and Ann
Reid P oling’
s church in Albuquerque. Dave is
a consultant to a new retirement complex. If
you need to do any research, this is the place!
Our new pastor came from Kalamazoo,
Mich., where Min Mochizuki was for years,
prompting me to contact Min. He says that
Denver has been a good retirement location
for him and June. Min is busy in choir at
church where Nancy Meighan Jackson also
belongs. On Easter they performed with the
Denver Brass. The choir also sang in Hebrew
with the Temple Emmanuel choir, 25 chil
dren’
s choir members, and a 50-piece orches
tra. For the past decade, Min has interviewed

American college graduates who want to teach
English in Japan. Min took three grandsons to
Japan for three weeks.
Kate Gurney Crawford had sad news from
Nancy Clemens Fredrick. Nancy’
s husband,
Richard, died last fall, and her older son, Rob,
lost his legs to a rare infection. H e’
s now learn
ing to walk with new limbs.
I (Jay) had a terrific trip to Copper Canyon
in Mexico in March. I saw lots o f interesting
sights, stayed at B & Bs and inns, and learned
about the geology, history, and culture o f many
area Indian tribes. We especially enjoyed the
folk and ceremonial dances and mariachi band.
Last fall Mary Lou Lynch Sahlstrom
trekked to Chicago with her daughter for a
cultural fix.”They attended a concert by
Cecilia Bartoli (“
fabulous!”Mary Lou says).
They also saw two operas and took an archi
tectural boat tour on the Chicago River.
Another cultural trekker is Nancy Herbst
Sechrest. She had a busy summer after our
2005 reunion. While Charles stayed with his
daughters in New England, Nancy treated
herself to an Elderhostel called “
Getting
acquainted with NYC.”Why NYC, after 45
years o f living next door? “
Because as a day
tripper, I get weary o f commuting,”Nancy
says. “
Elderhostel meals and lectures gave
structure and companionship and enough time
for museums and theater on my own.”
I (Jay) can relate to that. My teen years
were spent in the ’
burbs o f NYC. The end o f a
play often suffered due to the need to catch
the 11:10 p.m. train from Grand Central!

1951
NEW! M a x Selby
30200 C re stv ie w D r., B ay V illage O H 44140
ntaX selby@ gm ail.com

NEW! Janet E v a n s Smith
121 C h erry St., P e rry sb u rg O H 43551
ja n e t@ ev a n s -smith, us

Through Doris Wilson, I (Ruth Ann
Coleman Davis) learned that Nancy “
Kasse”
Kassebaum Johnson received an award from
Planned Parenthood. Nancy says that the
recognition came from the tri-county affiliate
serving Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, and
Centura, Calif. They selected Nancy as volun
teer o f the year, honoring her 30 years o f serv
ice, which included board work, fund-raising
tor a new clinic in Santa Maria, and teaching
as a pregnancy educator. Judy Collins was the
fittest speaker for the Planned Parenthood
Meeting, and 700 people attended. Nancy says
Jt was a thrill. Her only regret was that her late
husband, Ned Johnson, was not there to share
the spotlight. He also worked for Planned
arenthood for many years.
We extend our sympathy to Ann Kershner

W ood on the passing o f her husband, Bill, on
Mar. 27, after a lengthy illness. During a
period o f remission, the two traveled in Anris
Mini Cooper to Tucson for a little vacation.
We later learned that the Woods had been
in Tucson the same time as my (Ruth Anris)
husband, Joel Davis, and myself. We were not
only in the same town but even on the same
street. We regretted not being aware o f this in
advance.
For us (the Davises) Tucson was the begin
ning and ending spot for a tour o f northern
Mexico and the Copper Canyon. It was a
great trip with most congenial companions.
Unfortunately, I came down with a high fever
and other unpleasant symptoms. Tests back in
Connecticut could not identify the malady, so
I have to accept the Mexican doctor’
s diagno
sis— the “
Copper Canyon Crud.”
This is my (Ruth Anris) last compilation o f
class notes. We are fortunate to have Jan
Evans Smith assuming this role. Thanks to all
who have kept in touch and sent news. It’
s
been a pleasure to serve in this capacity.
Cruising on the river barge Explorer from
Memphis to New Orleans, with stops in
Vicksburg, Natchez, and Baton Rouge and
studying “
Music on the Mississippi”was one
o f the best o f the 20 Elderhostels that I (Mas
Kuniyoshi) have experienced. The food—
plentiful and delicious— included jambalaya,
grits, gumbo, catfish, and crawfish. The fantas
tic music included blues, Creole, Cajun, and
Dixieland. In New Orleans, a group o f us
walked to the Cafe du Monde to taste its
famous beignets and rode on the only running
streetcar. There were about 90 in our group,
about half the size o f pre-Katrina tours. The
Elderhostel staff were helpful and knowledge
able. If it’
s adventure that you seek, I recom
mend this trip down the Big Muddy.
I spent an extra two days in New Orleans,
stayed in a quaint French Quarter hotel, and
took a Katrina bus tour. I ate at two different
restaurants on Bourbon Street, filled with a
lively, raucous, and youthful crowd. There were
a lot o f street musicians.
Max Selby is taking over for me. Welcome
Jan and Max with news!

1952

Nancy Cam pbell Brow n
1220 P orta ge Rd., W ooster, O H 44691-2042

Warren M. S w a gerjr.
P.O. B ox 555, Sheridan, M T 59749-0555
w csw ager@ >3 rivers, net

At 75 Gus Syrios still works at a Smith
Barney brokerage five days a week. He enjoys
his three granddaughters and two grandsons.
For 12 years Guy has been president o f his
church’
s fund-raising organization, Ahepa.

V New

Way

of

R e m e m b e r i ng
by Glenn Toothman ’
76

Inspired by my father, I made a dras
tic career change five years ago. I left the
practice o f law after 16 years and my
post as district attorney in Greene
County, Pa.
In 1999 my father confronted me,
saying that, coming into the “
twilight o f
his life, he had the sobering realization
that all o f one’
s life seemed to be tradi
tionally represented by nothing more
than a dash on a stone, between a date
o f birth and a date o f death. He had
spent the day in local cemeteries paying
his respects to family. M y father sought
me out to say that these people may not
have been world-class, but they were
important enough that their lives
deserved to be remembered more
completely. Everyone is a somebody to
someone,”he said.
He pushed his finger into my face
and said that I had been a “
problem
solver in our family. H e wanted me to
solve this one.
A judge for 20 years and a captain in
the Marines, my father was not the kind
o f person to ignore. His words so
affected me that I had a dream that
night. I was walking through family
cemeteries with a portable computer. As
I was touching the grave markers, up
came pictures o f the deceased folks and
their life stories, with streaming video
and audio. I could even see the elec
tronic components that made the system
work. When I awoke, I was committed
to creating it.
Within 45 days and with input from
capable friends, I created such a device,
now known as a Memory Medallion. It
was voted as the grand prize winner by
the International Cemetery and Funeral
Association for best personalized
remembrance, in recognition o f its use
on a memorial honoring the Queens fire
fighters who gave their lives on 9/11.
G od has challenged me to a new
career, extremely humbling and reverent,
to aid families in creating a meaningful ’
remembrance o f their lost loved ones.
M y father died in November 2001,
and his life is reflected by more than a’
dash on a stone. Thanks to his inspira
tion, he has a Memory Medallion to tell
his life story.
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>THE WEDDING OF CARRIE B.
MYERS ’97 AND MICHAEL S.
FELICE, SEPT. 30, 2005
l to r James I. Wicker '72 ,
Marilyn Garrette Wicker '69,
Jim G. Wicker '02, bride, groom,
Shannon M. Baker '98

»W O O STARS IN

TH E M U S IC M AN

John McDougald '65 as
Prof. Harold Hill, Carol McGill
McDougald '65 as Mrs. Paroo,
Millie Gilbert Carlson '58 as
Eulalie Mackecknie Shinn,
Bob Carlson '59 as Mayor Shinn
l to r

Pete and Mary Lou Sprague “
got out o f
Dodge”in March, going to Washington,
D.C., at their daughter’
s invitation, to celebrate
Pete’
s birthday. They toured the National Air
and Space Museum and highly recommend it.
That same weekend, though, Pete got the
news that his sister, Charlotte Ann, had died.
We send our sympathies.
Larry Wallace tells us that he retired in
2000 after 49 years in food service. He and his
first wife, Faye, had three children. She died in
1982. Larry has four grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren. He married a widowed
family friend, Barbara, in 1983, and gained
three more children and five grandchildren.
Jack Visser still serves two small churches
as stated supply pastor. His newest develop
ment is being online, at visserjh@sssnet.com.
Jack asks, “
What percent o f our Old Guard
has finally succumbed to (or stepped up to) email? I practiced Vergilius Ferm’
s‘
suspended
judgment’
for some time but am seeing the
definite advantages o f this technology. I’
m setting
an example for my alum offspring, Marianne
Visser Riegel ’
95 and John Visser ’
98.”

1953

D on O rr
13460 M a rlette D r., L a M irad a, C A 90638-2813
D orrS cot& v erizon . n et

N ona S. Taylor
110 E ch o Way, S tatesboro , G A 30458
n sta y lor@ fron tiern et. n et

L u cy jo Atkinson is an active and
involved resident o f Breckenridge Village,
the Presbyterian Retirement Community in
Willoughby, Ohio. Libby Lapham Wills ’
34
reports that Lucy Jo is the new president o f
the Residents’
Association, “
a sign o f respect
for her skills.”Retired after a career in nurs
ing, Lucy Jo is “
a willing volunteer in many
areas,”Libby says.

38 Wooster SUMMER 2 0 0 6

Patricia Lindbeck E lliott’
s son writes, “
As
you know, my mother battled illness for some
time. After long periods o f stability, she took a
turn for the worse last fall. A hospitalization
was followed by a few days at home, and
another trip to the hospital, which ended with
her passing on Oct. 26. She was peaceful, and
her children were at her side.
“
As you also know, Pat touched many
through her life with her great attitude and
genuine affection for people. In December the
family hosted a memorial service and celebra
tion o f a life that truly was well led. I believe
my mother was possibly the most thankful in
life for all o f the wonderful relationships she
had with the long list o f people whom she
came to know and love.”
John Sm ith’
s Bluebird motor coach was on
the road again— and again— for about half o f
2005, traveling over about 16,000 miles o f
highways around the U.S. and into Canada.
His insurance company upped the coach’
s
premium, since in their view, John is now on
the road full-time. John and his traveling
companion, Sheila Ciampi, stopped to see
Mark and Pris Gallinger Allen in Pennsyl
vania and Barbara Mortensen Rosnagle
when they zipped past Albuquerque. During a
stop at New Mexico’
s Ghost Ranch, John took
a seminar in digital photography. The excellent
pictures he included make one think the
Western sky is always blue. Although John
yearns to visit the country’
s most remote nooks
and crannies, he’
s also involved with church,
recently with Tampa Bay Presbytery’
s effort to
improve the lives o f farm workers.
Pictures o f eight smiling grandchildren and
their happy grandmother, Barbara Rosnagle,
accompanied the news that Barb enjoys her
smaller home in Albuquerque. Her health is
stable, although she receives regular treatments
for cancer. Last year she wrote and illustrated
the story o f her childhood, for her family. “
It

took me a long time, because there were so
many learning curves to be overcome with the
photos and computer,”she says. Barb is also
into serious genealogy, planning “
to write up
my voluminous material and pass the chal
lenge to another generation.”Last fall Barb’
s
genealogy computer program sponsored a
conference on a cruise to the Caribbean for
443 tombstone detectives. The conference was
superb, and no hurricane ruffled the waters.
Jim ’
52 and VivTuttle H ughes moved
into a brand-new home around the corner
from their farmhouse (see addresses, p. 60).
Jim did his own contracting, and the house
was done in about four months. The
Hugheses point to their own contributions
o f sweat equity, laying hardwood and lami
nate floors and staining and coating doors,
trim, and baseboards, though Jim broke his
sternum during the project. The family
gathered there at Thanksgiving to enjoy the
spectacular view o f Cayuga Lake, fitting 10
into a two-bedroom house.
It’
s been 10 years since D ick and Nancy
Stults moved to the Peabody Retirement
Community in North Manchester, Ind. They
continue to enjoy life there, with planned
activities and time for reading and TV. Dick
likes Revolutionary and Civil War history and
also enjoys the Barclay Bible Study. H e’
s delv
ing into Celtic spirituality, an interest that
began during I.S. The Stults children took
their parents to Florida last April, to New
Jersey in July, and to Wooster’
s Homecoming
in October. “
This is the 50th year o f both
marriage and ministry,”Dick says. “
We’
ve
given the whole year to memories and reflec
tions, with celebrations and thanksgivings.”
Guess which who “
climbed up the tele
phone pole that led to the little platform
from which I took off across the valley on
what was described as the ‘
zipper’
”
? And,
grinning proudly, lived to tell about it! That

THE WEDDING OF KATHY WARD
AND NATE BEACHLER, ’98S,
JULY 30, 2 0 0 5 .
B ack row, l to r Jaime Difabrzio '98,
Barbara Chaney Hoffman '74,
Abbie Lear '00, Luke Beachler '99,
Jeff Bumiiler, Adrian Braun, Martin '
Key, '98s, Amy Arnold, Kathy Esch
Ritzer, ’99s, Patricia Chaney Ward,
Jack Ward, ’67s; F ront Beth Feroe,
Kate Allender, ’99s, Laurel Conly ’
’98, bride, groom, Chaya Cashin
’99, Angie Lombardo, Brooke
Abernathy Braun, ’98s

was Betty Lee M orrison Dodson, while in
Colorado with husband John Dodson ’
52 last
summer. They visited former haunts and
enjoyed watching grandson Alex use his
head— and knees, elbows and feet—resulting
in Alex’
s being named soccer player o f the year
by the St Paul Pioneer Press. “
Can you imagine
that his grandparents were pretty impressed?”
The Dodsons’
Christmas letter noted, “
We
work hard to keep faith that the God who
created and loves us is indeed still in control,
in spite o f the dismal mess we humans seem to
be determined to make o f this world!”
On their December trek to Florida, Bev
and Ron Price spent an enjoyable night with
Pennie and D ick Martin. They next visited
Carol and Ron Bornhuetter at Hilton Head.
The Bornhuetters’
home on Rebaut Island is
fucked between the Atlantic Ocean and the
Intracoastal Waterway. At home, finally, in
Delray Beach, Ron and Bev found that
Hurricane Wilma had rearranged their roof
and landscaping, but Ron says they were
comparatively lucky. The Presbyterian church,
where Ron sings in the choir, has projected
repair costs o f $250,000.

1954
Gordon H a ll
33074 H id d en H o llo w Ct., N orth R id gev ille, O H
44039, g r a g o r e tl @ aol. com

On a Sunday afternoon in May your class
secretary (Gordon) was seeking to augment
rhe meager amount o f material for this set o f
elass notes by calling scattered classmates. I
talked to five people and eight answering
machines. That indicates that we are, for the
most part, an active group.

JoAnne Slocum Elder and husband
Stewart ’
52 welcomed their 10th grandchild
last year. The Elders are members o f the chan
cel and bell choirs o f the First Presbyterian
Church o f Fremont, Ohio. JoAnne also sings
with the local Terra Technical College choir.
Patricia Gamble Haidle is the regular
Friday office volunteer at Epiphany Lutheran
Church in Elmhurst, 111., and is active in a
church “
circle.”Their three children are in
their early 40s. In a recent year, the Haidles
had the opportunity to visit a son in Frankfurt,
Germany and to tour France and England.
Class co-president Cynthia Stetson
Gooch returned to the role o f taxi driver. This
time, it was co-president Ross Gooch, instead
o f the children, whom she was transporting.
Ross had knee replacement surgeries and is
recovering well.
Grace and Gordon Hall had lunch with
Marilyn Price Com bs in Marietta, Ohio, on a
late March Sunday while on a return trip from
Florida. Marilyn had visited her daughter,
Susan, in California earlier that month.
Marilyn appears to be adjusting to being a
widow, with the support o f her children and
her friends.
Paul Kiplinger ushered at Severance Hall
for Cleveland Orchestra concerts until two
seasons ago, when back problems forced his
retirement. H e’
s participated in Elderhostels,
including one to the Boundary Waters Canoe
Area Wilderness. Paul toured Alaska last June.
He lives in Cleveland Heights.
Speaking o f Alaska, see Fran and Sue
Jacobs Park and other W oo folks, p. 35.
Janet Morris Briggs lives in Tarpon
Springs, Fla., adjacent to a county conserva
tion park and a Gulf Coast mangrove swamp.

Ducks, egrets, and sea otters are frequent visi
tors. Janet directs the Tarpon Singers, a group
o f 23 women (ages 48-87). They frequendy
perform for patients with Alzheimer’
s disease.
Don and Betty Roulston Cameron help
lead courses for a group called “
Wholeness
Through Christ”in their area, near Edin
burgh, Scodand. For several years, they’
ve
reached out to the people o f Albania with the
same organization, a teaching, listening, and
prayer ministry. Life is hard for most
Albanians. The Camerons have met some
wonderful people and made warm friends
there. Betty and Don are also involved with
their home church, where Don preaches occa
sionally. They have four children and three
grandchildren.
Harriet Refo Locke and a friend were part
o f a tour group to Tanzania in East Africa in
February strenuous, Harriet says. They saw a
variety o f animals in their natural environ
ments and ran in the Mt. Kilimanjaro
International Marathon in Moshsi. The course
was mosdy uphill in 90-degree weather.
“
Gorgeous to look at, but something else to
climb,”Harriet notes. The air got thinner as
they went up, and they encountered a “
blind
ing snowstorm”near the summit. Harriet
never had such a strenuous vacation, even in
her younger days.
Since 1978 Shirley and Dale Kitzmiller
have organized and escorted 140 tours for
nearly 5,000 travelers, going to six continents.
1hey have had the same coach driver for 46
European visits. The Kitzmillers have
concluded their string o f escorted tours, but in
October they cruised rivers in Germany with
12 people who had enjoyed previous “
mountain-top experiences”with them.
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THE WEDDING OF SUSAN
WITTSTOCK ’97 AND WILLIAM
DALZELL, OCT. 1, 2 0 0 5 .

Elizabeth Madison
Felter '97, Robert Felter '94,
Rashonna Morgenstern Lewis,
Tracy Cubbal, Jennifer
Schupska Foster, Paul Vodra,
’97s, Larry Stewart, (English)
F ront row Jacqueline Tolonese
’97, bride, groom,
Kristen Demaline '98,
Megan Doney '97,
Carol Stewart (nursery school)

B ack

row, l to r

1955

Nancy M utch D on a ld
161 L a k e B reeze Pk., R ochester, N Y 14622-1946
N E W ! nom odon ald@ yahoo.com

Fran B auer Parker
715 S. W ebster St., Jackson, M I 49203-1637
ffp a rk er@ a m eritech .n et

I (Nancy) enjoyed a three-week tomthrough Europe last October, visiting eight
countries. I was amazed that, out o f the fourhour Paris-to-London train trip, only 20
minutes was in the “
chunnel.”
In February I was in the hospital for four
days for surgery. Just two and a half weeks
later, my dad died. Family and friends gath
ered in New Jersey early in March.
In other sad news, Betty Ann Hughey
M abel’
s husband, Bill, died on Jan. 14 o f a
rare, aggressive bone marrow disease. Bill was
diagnosed in Aug. 2005 and went downhill
rapidly. They would have been married 50
years this May. Love and sympathy to Betty
Ann, sons Bill and Howard, and daughters
Leslie Mabel Calabrese and Beth Mabel
Fraser ’
85 and their families.

1956

P at Young
464 E. H ig h la n d A ve., W ooster, O H 44691-9249
P jyou n g5 2 @ aol.com

Congratulations to Jerry Foodick on his
induction into the Wooster High School Fine
Arts Hall o f Fame this past spring. Jerry was
part o f the first class o f inductees to this
program. He was recognized for his work in
the field o f journalism. Jerry’
s career began
when he was 12, writing sports stories for The
Daily Record. He worked for the paper
through high school and for three years while
at the College. Jerry earned a law degree but
returned to the field o f journalism. He
currently is an education and public affairs
4 0 Wooster SUMMER 2 0 0 6

consultant. Jerry was honored as a College
Trustee, Emeritus, in June.
John Ballantyne sent a synopsis o f his life
after Wooster. Following graduation, he
received a commission in the U.S. Marine
Corps. During the next four years, he was
stationed in Quantico, California, Taiwan, and
Japan. In 1960 he started a job with General
Motors that took him from Dayton, to
Detroit, to Pittsburgh, and finally to
Connecticut. At age 39, he married. He and
his wife have four children. In 1993 G M
closed the Connecticut plant. John chose to
take early retirement rather than transfer.
Since his children were college age, he
went to work for a small aerospace company in
the Hartford area. He retired again in June
2005 but hated it. So he’
s now consulting 1215 hours per week. John’
s spare time involves
church work, gardening, and “
geriatric”softball
in a 55-plus league and on a 70-plus team.
John’
s daughters, Kathleen and Keely, are
married; both teach school. John has twin
sons: son John has an R O TC Army commis
sion and is training to fly Apache helicopters
at Fort Rucker, Ala., while Mark trained as an
infantryman with the Army National Guard.
He experienced a year o f terrible combat in
Iraq, returning home safely in April 2005.
Check out John Sr.’
s Web site, www.
jimdecesare.com, to see pictures o f his children
and o f John himself, after 50 years.
John and his wife recently sold their home
o f 26 years to move to an “
active adult
community.”The closing conflicted with our
reunion. Write to jballantyne5@comcast.net.

1957

Anne Kelso Johnson
78 W hite T a ilR d., M u rph ysboro, IL 62966-6416
w ork : ajoh n son 2 @ sium ed.edu
h om e: a joh n son @ globaleyes.n et

In New Castle, Pa., Lester Hauschild was
selected to receive the 2006 Jack Butz
Humanitarian Award in recognition o f his
contributions to the community. A news
account o f the May awards ceremony reports
that Lester mentioned the late Melcher Fobes
(mathematics) as an important influence.
Lester told the audience that Dr. Fobes
changed the saying “
D o your own thing,”to
“
D o your own thing, with class.”Lester also
paid tribute to the New Castle Jaycees as his
civic training ground. “
Community service is
the rent we pay for our time on earth,”he said.
“
I want to be remembered as a good tenant.”
Lester works in investments and serves on the
steering committee o f Independent Minds,
The Campaign for Wooster.
The day before Easter, a sad e-mail note
arrived from Kay Demm on Cilimburg. She
wrote that Bob O ’
M eara had a massive heart
attack and died instandy, while on vacation in
Mexico. Bob’
s wife, Selma Hokanson
O’
Meara, their three children and spouses,
and 10 grandchildren survive.
You may remember Bob as a member o f
Eighth Section and an energetic waiter in
Kenarden’
s dining hall. He was a philosophy
major, member o f the Philosophy Club, and
president o f the Class o f ’
57.1 (Anne) remem
ber Bob and Selma as an outstanding couple,
with positive, cheerful attitudes. Both were
involved in community activities wherever they
lived and continued that spirit by serving on
the organizing committee for our 50th
reunion. The College, as well as the Class o f
’
57, will feel the loss.
David Cartmell has worked in the
computer field for nearly 50 years. He “
contin
ues to work at a school a couple o f days a week
as the technology person, to keep the network
running, working with the teachers and
students and staying young!”David plans to
attend the reunion next year.

Speaking o f reunions, Jean Garret Strojan
had a surprise phone call from someone she
hadn’
t seen since Wooster days. During her
junior year, Jean was an exchange student at
Fisk U in Nashville. Quite by accident, Nana
Newberry Landgraf’
59 recently met someone
from Fisk who remembered Jean. Nana
arranged for the exchange o f phone numbers
and a happy reunion!
In reaching out to members o f our class, in
preparation for our 50th, I (Anne) organized
names by states and tried to e-mail groups o f
people to ask that they send in news. The
greatest number o f graduates live in Ohio, but
Pennsylvania, the D.C. area, Michigan, New
England, and Florida follow, in that order.
D on’
t wait for my e-mail, send news now.

high school, and they raised three children. Nine
years ago, they moved to western Maryland,
where they’
d vacationed for years. They’
re now
in a new home in Mountain Lake Park.
Those who attended the 45th reunion may
remember the woman in painted silk
(Caroline Fix Strauss) who, during the “
Open
Space”Friday night exercise wrote The
Da Vinci Code on a sheet o f paper, inviting
others to talk about it. At that time, no one
knew what that was, and there were no takers.
So Caroline joined the “
peace talkers’
group.
I (Anne) was curious to hear more o f
Caroline’
s story and reached her by phone at
her rural Vermont home. She left Wooster
after her father died and graduated from the U
o f Cincinnati. But she’
s remained faithful to
the College. Why? Miller Manor, she says. “
I
loved the atmosphere!”Caroline lived in a little
1958
room behind the smoker on the first floor.
“
There were big rooms on the second floor
Anne G ieser H u n t
with crazy people in them,”she remembers.
3943 N. C h ristia n a A ve., C h icago, IL 60618-3316
I was in one o f those rooms with Brenda
agh u n t@ ea rth lin k .n et
Ackerman (now Ray) and Betsy Western
R obert Carter
(now Tanabe.)
20321 S te r lin g B a y L n. IV, A pt. A, C orn eliu s, N C
Peggy Lou Blumberg Wireman became
28031, lsery l9 3 8 @ y a h oo .com
one o f Caroline’
s close friends, and they’
ve
Mila Swyers Aroskar received an honorary
stayed in touch. Caroline studied fine art but
doctor o f science degree from Creighton U (in
found her true artistic self as a crafter. “
It
Omaha) for her work in bioethics and profes
started when I made pot holders in the
sional ethics. “
A really overwhelming and
seventh grade,”she claims. She found her
exciting event for me— a Protestant girl receivmedium in silk, creating abstract patterns
lng a degree from a Jesuit university,”Mila
using French dyes. She first made sumptuous
writes. A Benedictine nun at the monastery in
clothes for “
spoiled women,”she says, but now
Tucson, where Mila lives, told her that she
does hangings. She’
s learned to use the
Wasn’
t surprised, because the Jesuits have
computer to design watercolor washes.
^Iways had great respect for women and their
Bodywork has also intrigued Caroline over
intellectual talents— as does Wooster, we add.
the years. She studied the Feldenkrais Method
In the winter notes, we wrote that Peggy
and now practices the Continuum Movement
McAnlis Mueller, who has excelled at
o f Emilie Conrad-Da’
oud, experiencing the
genealogical searches, might be able to find
“
original liquid origins o f humans.”(She’
s
Millie Gilbert Carlson’
s roommate Louise
moved beyond the DaVinci code!)
Morgan, who was missing on the alumni lists.
Our class has a reputation for unorthodox
Mler we had sent in the notes, Wooster
but exciting and interesting reunion activities.
Assistant Editor Jimmy Wilkinson Meyer
Caroline thinks w e’
d have fun exploring
Wended a meeting o f the American Historical
dreams. Husband Roger, a noted mental
Association. She sat at a table with Robin
health clinic administrator, retired several years
Wilson, a reporter for The Chronicle of Higher
ago and has since written six plays. The
Education. Jimmy soon learned that Robin ’
82
Strausses have two daughters and a grand
Wd her mother ’
58 were both Wooster grads.
child. Caroline is still a Presbyterian but
When Jimmy later edited our class notes copy,
admits that her congregation is unorthodox!
me realized that Louise Morgan (now
I (Bob) tried unsuccessfully to contact my
Wilson) was Robin’
s mother. She e-mailed
Second Section roommate, Bob Thomson.
^°kin and got Louise’
s address.
But I did speak with Henry “
H op”and
Millie and Louise exchanged letters and
Alison Swager Hopper about an article on
amily photos and hope to meet at the 50th
H op’
s older brother, who recently died after a
reunion. “
I remember Millie’
s cards coming
long battle with emphysema. He played base
^kPstmas while I was growing up,”
ball professionally, at one time pitching in
.“
in wrote, and added, “
Mom was thrilled”
Winston-Salem, N.C. Hop credits his brother
Mth the chance to get reacquainted.
with drilling him on baseball fundamentals,
Louise married John Wilson ’
57. They lived
leading to H op’
s baseball success at Wooster.
ln suburban Detroit for 36 years, where John
In March I (Bob) had a letter from Bob
forked for the Chrysler Corp., Louise taught

Sponseller and a nice follow-up phone
conversation. Bob lives in Shelby, Ohio, on an
80-acre farm that has been in his family since
1899. A neighbor plants the wheat and
soybeans. After college, Bob worked with the
Pennsylvania Geological Survey on a study on
bituminous coal. The research report is now in
the Library o f Congress. Bob later sold indus
trial machinery, then taught drafting in a high
school, and from 1982-84, worked on the B
1-B bomber program near Dayton. He retired
about 10 years ago. He and his former wife,
Barbara Groff ’
60, are the parents o f three
children, including Nathan and Daniel, ’
88s.
Daughter Laura fives and works in Columbus.
I (Anne) spent several days in May working in a booth at the Food Marketing Institute
trade show in Chicago. Also exhibiting was
the All Things Organic Conference. Latest
surveys show that natural and organic food
sales have grown 13% since 2004.1 queried
classmates on their use o f organic food and/or
other eating habits.
Nancy Calderwood Carleton quickly
responded that she is a passionate member o f a
local community-sponsored agriculture (CSA)
organic farm group, led by an expert on sus
tainable agriculture. “
She is fanatic about how
the^fields are laid out and how the soil is cared
for, Nancy says. “
Every row has grass or
ground cover between the planting beds. We
dare not set a foot in a planting bed for fear o f
compacting the soil!”Cornell U uses this soil
as the “
gold standard”for soil health. CSA
participants put in money up front and also
work on the farm in four-hours shifts.
“
We develop a deep respect for all that goes
into production o f the food that we put on our
tables,”Nancy writes. She enjoys delicious
heirloom varieties o f vegetables, too tender for
mass agribusiness. “
Using up all o f those
pounds o f vegetables in our weekly share has
put us on a healthier diet.”CSAs are commit
ted to making the food affordable and avail
able to every level o f society. “
Working on a
farm shift, one might be shoulder-to-shoulder
with a doctor, a librarian, a single mom on
welfare, or the resident o f a halfWay house for
recovering addicts,”Nancy concludes.
Janie Thom pson reports on a recent New
York City meeting with Tito Contado, an
acquaintance from the Philippines (junior year
abroad). Tito makes and sells a health drink
called philnoni. It is produced from a fruit that
was never before eaten by humans, animals, or
birds but turns out to be a healthy antioxi
dant. I tasted some that Tito had with him
Its fairly strong, a bit like thinned out
molasses. I got a bottle and am drinking the
suggested two tablespoons a day.”
Janie advocates yogurt, grain, rice, fruitand-veggie-based foods but admits to also
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THE WEDDING OF NIKKI HALL ’04 AND CHAD LOWE '0 3 , OCT. 1, 2 0 0 5
BACK ROW, I TO R Tim Cline

'05, Danny Roberts, Derek Nevar, Vincent Franceschelli, Chris Freeman, '03s, Aaron Orszag ’04
Kate Willaman-Gullatta, Matt Gullatta, Dave Wernecke, ’03s, Dale Doershuk, Ryan Kirkpatrick, ’05s, Doug Brown '02,
Jake Frank '05, Deirdre Abele ’04, Alyssa Parchem, Caitlin Tobey, Ann Whetzel, ’03s; middle row Rachel Welty, Spencer
Root, 03s, Meaghan Abrigg '04, Elizabeth Collins '02, Becky Wanless ’05, Jessica Baker '04, Lisa McMillen '05, Hester
Baldanza 03, Rachel Benkes ’02, Amy Baker ’03, Georgia Neale ’02; front row Amy Grammatico ’06, Katie Ringer ’03
Melanie Gertz ’05, Jenny Eklund, Meredith Hunte, Jeanne Breitmayer Flowers, ’04s, Molly Dulmage ’01

eating chocolate, cheese, and other goodies.
She recently broke bones in her foot and
suffered with shingles but recovered enough
(no credit given to diet) to celebrate her “
big”
birthday and go to the opera and ballet.
Jane ran into Alice Hageman and husband
Aubrey Brown in NYC at the Apr. 29 anti
war march. They all went to a restaurant in
New Jersey, where Aubreys daughter is chef
and his son a waiter. Alice and Aubrey then
went on to Morristown to see A lice’
s brother,
Maurie, who has been ill. Alice went to the
Presbyterian (USA) General Assembly this
summer to speak for the church’
s divestment
in war-related companies. She’
s the moderator
o f the Boston Presbytery that recendy voted to
support this action.
Phyllis Hancock Leimer writes that she
hasn’
t“
gone organic”but does eat mosdy fresh
vegetables and foods low in fat and high in
fiber. She says she can tell when she strays. “
Is
it age that makes the difference?”she asks.
Vic Sapio changed his diet when he was
diagnosed with type two diabetes. Knowing
that diet alone would not control his blood
sugar, and besides, he says he didn’
t have the
will power, he doubled bis exercise regimen—
one hour seven days a week at the gym or
pool. His weight is down, and he generally
feels better. Vic and wife Barbara attended an
opera Elderhostel in NYC, where they saw
operas and a show, shopped, and reminisced in
tbeir old neighborhood. They visited daughter
Karen ’
85, the pastor and head o f staff o f
Claremont (Calif.) Presbyterian Church.
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Nana Newberry Landgraf and R.J. are
getting into organic fruits and vegetables.
Nana mostly reads labels, avoids additives
and salt, and goes for the grains. Portion
control is her mantra. A few years ago, she
bought the new Joy o f Cooking because, when
she was looking at it in the bookstore, it fell
open to a recipe for chickpeas and mustard
greens. “
I was entranced!”she writes. She
and R.J. are in their third season o f growing
herbs, after years o f too much Swiss chard,
radicchio, and roquette/arugula (before the
greens were all the rage). No ordinary cook,
Nana mines national newspapers for recipes.
“
What makes food satisfying to me,”she
explains, “
are (in no particular order) health
ful ingredients, flavor, texture, color, and
good interaction with the rest o f the meal.”
How about a Class o f 1958 Reunion
Cookbook, complete with stories, photos,
recipes— and dreams?

1959

Nancy M cC arthy
188 C a fferty Rd., P ip ersv ille, PA 18947
n bm czog@ aol.com

Ginny Wenger M oser
8201 G reeley Blvd., S p rin g fie ld , VA 22152
(703) 451-7469, gin n y .gu id e@ v erizon .n et

Susan Anderson-Coons writes that the
greatest gift from Wooster was the fostering o f
a passion for research and written communica
tion. As a poet for 28 years, Susan’
s work has
appeared in 40 journals and magazines in the

U.S. and abroad. Her most recent book, an
electronic work, is Wedding Feast. Susan’
s Web
site, spiritualsunshine.com, offers poetry and
other works designed to provide encourage
ment in challenging times. Susan publishes
inspirational books through Vinland Press,
which she founded.
She has taught high school French and
English and creative writing to adults. Susan
was the initiating coordinator for the Santa
Rosa talented and gifted program. Currendy
she works in the insurance business in North
Bend, Ore., and enjoys organic gardening.
Bob and Jan Rippey Chesnut write that
they have been retired for four years: Jan from
her dual career o f librarian and pastoral associ
ate, and Bob from 40 active years in the Pres
byterian ministry. They live in their spacious
new home in Santa Fe, where they love the
sunshine, the progressive, open attitudes o f the
people, the mountain vistas and glorious
sunsets, the art scene, and their hot tub. They
have enjoyed travels to Syria to visit family and
to Peru. The Chesnuts regularly visit their son
and two grandchildren in Houston and their
daughter in Denver.
Jan spent a couple o f years raising funds for
the Santa Fe Rape Crisis Center and chairing
the adult education committee and serving on
the council at the United Church o f Santa Fe
(UCC). In 2002 she published her spiritual
memoir, Drinking From Strange Wells:A
Protestant's Pilgrimage (Ragged Books). Her
latest passion is digital photography.
Bob is a member o f the Ghost Ranch

Board and the national board o f the Presby
Currently Jean and her partner are involved
terian Multicultural Network. He co-chairs a
with a progressive non-denominational
task force to initiate multicultural internships
church. With sustainable gardening, a green
for seminarians. Last year Bob “
co-starred”in
house, and composting projects on adjoining
a new video, Transforming Congregational
church land, they’
ll help the area food bank
Culture and the Mainline Church, released by
provide people in need with organic, locally
the Presbyterian Church (USA) Office o f
raised food. Jean feels that life teaches her “
to
Congregational Transformation. Bob co-chairs
be joyful, not fearful, and to act out o f love.”
the Santa Fe Presbytery’
s congregation devel
opment committee, which is studying the
1961
possibility o f starting four new congregations.
L arry Vodra
Bob and Jan began a weekly Taize service o f
sung prayers at their church.
51 H ig h R id ge Rd., B rook field, C T 06804-3517
JL V odra@ aol. com
Nancy Koontz Malville reported to
Muriel Rice Roberts that, after not touching
At the recent Y W CA Tribute to Women
her viola for many years, she’
s picked it up
in Princeton, N.J., Katharine D oob
again. Nancy is getting much pleasure from
Sakenfeld was honored as an outstanding
playing chamber music with friends. She lives
area woman who made significant profes
in Boulder, Colo.
sional contributions. Kathie earned both a
Ph.D. and a divinity degree from Harvard U,
Professionally, Nancy gave a poster presen
was ordained as a minister in the Presbyterian
tation on the stature o f ancestral Pueblos at a
Church (USA), and joined the faculty o f
meeting o f the American Association o f
Princeton Theological Seminary, where she’
s
Physical Anthropologists in 2005, published
been ever since. She also taught at Union
an article on Nepali porters in the journal,
Theological Seminary in the Philippines and
Human Ecology, and has a chapter on Tibetan
s University (the
lectured at Ewha W om en’
mortuary practices in a Interacting With the
largest wom en’
s university in the world) in
Dead (U Press o f Florida, 2005), edited by
Korea and in Asia.
Sloan Williams et. al. Last May Nancy joined
In 2007 she will become the fourth
husband Kim on his archaeological expedition
woman in the 125-year history o f the Society
to Peru to further explore and map Llactapata,
o f Biblical Literature to serve as its president.
the site near Machu Picchu that Kim and
Kathie is dean o f admissions at Princeton
colleagues located several years ago.
Seminary, has written several books, and is
Two classmates o f recent note: Donald
coordinating a multi-year project o f produc
Cash”Register was the baccalaureate speaker
ing a biblical dictionary. Last summer, she
at Wooster this year, and James Clarke serves
spent the month o f August with Genie
°n the committee to select the next president
Bishop on the shores o f Lake Champlain
°fthe College, in addition to his role as
near Burlington, Vt.
national chair o f Independent Minds, A
Last February Stephen and Carolyn
Campaign for Wooster.
Kolbe ’
60 Jenks left their home in Portland,
W e’
re sorry to hear o f the passing o f Fred
Maine, for a cross-country drive on secondary
Hess early this year. Our Winter 2006 column
roads, ending up at their daughter’
s home in
included many o f Fred’
s life accomplishments.
Portland, Ore. They returned on a northerly
route and got home in mid-May. The Jenkses
carried their bikes and logged between 10-30
I960
miles a day on bike trails. They also hiked a
Haney B row n Tyburski
s
number o f trails in national parks, saying it’
3<>22 C roydon D r. NW, C an ton , O H 44718-3226
great at the time o f the year when the crowds
nancyty4@aol.com
are absent. Stephen ended his note by saying
ricky Fritschi
that this was the most concentrated amount
16 K in g P h ilip Tr., N orfolk , M A 02056-1406
o f time they had spent together in 44 years o f
V fritschidP netzero .com
marriage— and they’
re still friends!
Jean King is devoting her life to promoting
David W illour continues to operate “
A
me power o f the natural world as it influences
Cotswold Immersion”service, a customized
°ur Well-being and to teaching the value o f
caring for the land. She has been a professional touring and accommodations program,
primarily for Americans who are unfamiliar
camp director at camps supporting environ
with that part o f Britain. If you want to learn
mental values and a leader in organizations
mat introduce children to nature. Jean founded more, reach David at willour2804@btinternet.com. He also serves as an investment
a company called Earth Ventures, leading
adviser to several commercial firms to help
groups on canoe trips to help them reconnect
them view investments from a UK/European
Wlm ffie natural world and fill up empty
viewpoint.
sPaces in their fives.

Last January Joan MacKenzie Marshall
and husband David babysat for their grand
daughter, Quinn, in California. Joan’
s daugh
ter and her husband traveled to China to
adopt a sister for Quinn. Her name is Indigo.
Joan returned to St. Louis just in time to help
host the annual Conference for Presbyterian
Church Educators. Sooner or later, she plans
to find out what the word “
retired”means!
Last October, Dave W agoner moved
from Table Rock Lake to Kimberling City,
Mo., a distance o f about 30 miles. His
church and most o f his close friends are
there, and he wanted to be closer to these
activities. He continues to run his own
company, C W Shook Environmental
Group, which works primarily with
Lawrence Livermore Labs and Oak Ridge,
helping them deal with their legacy o f
radioactive wastes. Dave helps determine
what is appropriate to move to a site in Utah
and the best way to accomplish that.
Last February M arge Ward joined
several others for three weeks o f work at
the G ood Shepherd Hospital located in
Tshikaji, Democratic Republic o f the
Congo. Her particular interest was the
Moringa Tree Project in the nutrition
center. Here the leaves o f this tree are dried
and made into powder, which is added to
other food for the malnourished village
children. The moringa tree’
s pods, shoots,
and seeds also are high in nutritional value
It is nicknamed the “
Miracle Tree.”Shortly
after returning to the U.S., Marge joined
others from her church to work at Canal
St. Presbyterian Church in New Orleans
From Edinburgh, Scotland, D ona
Sweeney Williams writes that she has
become a grandmother for the eighth time.
Her youngest son adopted a Chinese orphan,
Xin Ying (or New Flower). Dona is now
retired but does a few hours o f teaching each
week and takes lots o f adult education
classes. She couldnt attend the reunion in
June but invites classmates visiting Edinburgh
to contact her.
Another classmate missed the reunion
because she was traveling in Morocco, Spain
s Carla
and Portugal for a month. That’
Brooks Johnston, recently reelected as mayor
of Sarnbel Island, Fla. Her biggest challenge
cm retT inS t0 WOr^ *s t0 Prevent the State
of b lorida from pumping excess dirty fresh
water from Lake Okechobee into the clear salt
waters o f a nearby estuary and wildlife refbge.
The lake is still full from last year’
s hurricanes,
and this years season has begun.
Your Humble Scribe has an amazing offer
If you re not on my 90-plus e-mail list, send
your e-mail address, and I’
ll add it. Then you’
ll
get all o f my e-mails hot off the keyboard.
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THE WEDDING OF NANCY LUKENS
’67 AND MARTIN RUMSCHEIDT,
OCT. 9, 2 0 0 5

Barbara Bell (libraries, emerita),
Judy Applegate Strand '78, Bill
Westhafer '76, Ellie Stratton '77, Diane
Teichert '74, Karen Fritz '76, groom,
bride, Richard Bell (philosophy,
emeritus), Don Milton
l to r

1962

L inda Park
1848 B eersford, E a st C lev elan d, O H 44112
v eggiep a rk @ sb cglob a l. n et

Bill Campbell, carolbillc@verizon.net,
proudly announces that granddaughter
Charlotte Eden was born to Aaron and Cathy
Campbell ’
88 Wright on Feb. 8. The Wright
family resides at 40 Maplewood Dr., Athens,
O H 45701.

1963

Jeanne Robinson N oble
P.O. B ox 358, J erom esv ille, O H 44840
Jean n eR N oble@ aol.com

We hear that Bill Yoder has moved from
the old mission house that he lived in for most
o f his 43 years in Thailand. His new place is in
a fruit orchard just north o f Chiang Mai, a
community called Sansai Orchard. He knows
many folks in the area. Bill wrote to friends
late this winter, “
Among Thai Christians,
believers must dedicate their new dwelling
place to the Lord. My house dedication service
will coincide with my 65th birthday celebra
tion on May 2.”
John Weckesser retired last July after 30
years with the College o f Santa Fe as chair
o f the performing arts department. Since
then, he’
s produced several documentaries
for health agencies. He has one on nursing
home care in the works for the state depart
ment o f health. John is developing some
land outside o f Santa Fe and building a
house there. He continues to play basketball
and to travel.
Dale Hoak still teaches British history (the
Tudors and the Stuarts) at The College o f
William and Mary. Dale was one o f the “
talk
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ing heads”in the National Geographic twohour special The Madness o f Henry VIII. H e’
s
writing Henry VIII: Myth and History (Palgrave
/Macmillan, 2007). Dale enjoys visiting
islands, most recently Sicily.
Lynn Peter N ickol turned in her class
room keys three years ago, after 20 years as a
special education teacher in Lincoln, Neb.
She’
s taking university courses in criminal
justice and classes at the Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute. As part o f that program,
Lynn has visited Hungary, the Czech
Republic, Scotland, and Mexico. She says
she’
s fortunate to have her two sons nearby
in Kansas.
Saundra Gourley is semi-retired from
IBM. She works three days a week as an advi
sory software engineer. She says she always
wanted to retire “
in phases.”
Jacquie Dunn retired in 2003 from the U
o f South Dakota, where she was professor o f
MIS and accounting. She moved to Owatonna,
Minn., to live with daughter Jennifer DunnFoster ’
90 and her family. They built a house
together, and Jacquie lives with them during
the spring and summer. She has traveled
extensively, and with plenty o f places left to
visit, she isn’
t through yet!
Ron Eggleston is “
really”retired, he says,
having wrapped up his consulting work in
s president o f the Friends o f
November. H e’
Fenner Nature Center in Lansing, Mich.
Another classmate tells us that the city
named a pond after Ron, recognizing his
efforts with the park. Ron and his wife, Sue,
enjoy traveling to Panama, primarily for bird
watching. They recommend the friendly
people there, good food and accommoda
tions, interesting culture and geography,
and reasonable prices.

1964

Jim S w itzer
891 E lm ore A ve., A kron, O H 44302-1238
jsw itze@ u a k ron .ed u

MaidaM cIlroy Wedell writes that she
taught her last art history class last May. Her
husband, Eric Wedell, quit doctoring this
June, so they’
re sailing into the next stage.
Maida adds that her daughter, Allison Wedell
Schumacher, has published Shaking Hands
with Shakespeare, A Teenager's Guide to Reading
and Performing the Bard (Kaplan, 2004).
We received word that Jan Hickey Carlson
died on Apr. 19 o f ALS (Lou G ehrig’
s
Disease). We send condolences to her family.
Alice Jones Dan recently sent a note to let
us know what she’
s been up to. She writes, “
I
retired four years ago from the U o f Illinois at
Chicago, where I taught for almost 30 years
and directed the Center for Research on
Women and Gender. Retirement has been
great, with lots o f travel and the choice o f how
to spend my time. I’
ve become a student again,
o f Buddhism this time, so retreats and training
programs are important. A year ago, I took on
the volunteer role o f director at the Shambhala
Meditation Center o f Chicago, www.
chicagoshambhala.org. Any Wooster friends
traveling to Chicago are invited to come sit
with us— we offer free meditation instruction!

1965

Chuck and L ill Richeson Templeton
925 A lv a ra d o Terr., W alla W alla, WA 99362-2101
(509) 525-6746, tem pleton @ w h itm an .edu

Ruth England M ock writes, “
L et’
s hear
more from those o f us who are living lives o f
‘
quiet success.’
As for me, I got educated (well,
I got some degrees), married (for 41 years to

the same guy), raised three sons, worked some,
“
thought-leader”and an “
innovator”whose
paid my bills, stayed out o f jail, and now am
broad concerns encompass expanding access
to scholarly knowledge. Her important
enjoying retirement and grandchildren. If I am
collaborative initiatives include TULIP
leaving any kind o f legacy, it is through music.
(The University Licensing Program), which
“
After 27 years o f teaching in the public
involved nine American research universities
schools, I now teach oboe in my home, direct
and other partners, and TU L IP’
s successor,
a chorus at a retirement home and a brass
PEAK (Pricing Electronic Access to Know
choir at church, and sing in the church choir.
ledge), with the U o f Michigan and partners.
Stop by and play tennis with me.”Ruth and
her husband, Gary, live at 1220 Manchester
Dr., Raleigh, N C 27609. They can be reached
1967
at garyruthmock@bellsouth.net.
S a r a B r a d le y
We (Lill and Chuck) received a clipping
P.O. B ox 599, C hautauqua, N Y 14722
about Gary Reichard, who moved in Feb.
Nancy Lukens writes, “
After 16 years as a
2006 from being provost o f California State
single parent I was married on Oct. 9,2005, in
U-Long Beach to a new position as executive
Dover, N.H., to Martin Rumscheidt, another
vice chancellor and chief academic officer for
Dietrich Bonhoeffer scholar and translator
the California State U system, headquartered
who was widowed in 2003 (see photo, p. 44).
at Long Beach. We tracked him down via the
Guests with Wooster connections also
Internet to congratulate him. Gary replied,
included Jennivieve Tootell Westwick ’
39, a
filling us in on his activities.
member o f my Friends Meeting who lived in
“
I came out to California State U-Long
Westminster House when it was the ‘
Dinky’
Beach in 1994 and served for eight years as
for missionary kids, and Oscar and Anne
associate vice president for academic personnel
Marie Bradfute, former members o f West
before becoming provost in July 2002. Before
minster Presbyterian Church in Wooster. Judy
coming to California, I held teaching and
Applegate Strand ’
78 and and Stevens Garlick
administrative positions at Ohio State U, the
(formerly German) brought down the house
U o f Delaware, the U o f Maryland, and
at the reception with their duets from Don
Florida Atlantic U.”Gary holds a masters
Giovanni and Phantom o f the Opera, as well as
from Vanderbilt U and a Ph.D. from Cornell.
solos by Schumann, Mahler, and Dvorak.
His e-mail address is reichard@csulb.edu.
“
I frequendy run into or intentionally
I (Chuck) will retire at the end o f the
connect with Wooster friends. I still love
spring 2006 semester, after 36 years o f teach
teaching German and wom en’
s studies at the
ing chemistry at Whitman College. We plan
U o f New Hampshire and parenting Hanna
to celebrate my and L ill’
s retirement (a year
Sophie (16). Martin and I recendy translated a
ago, after 35 years as a speech language
book by a German feminist theologian,
pathologist at our local hospital) by joining a
Dorothee Soelle. We continue to live in Dover
Whitman alumni group on a six-day rafting
and have a second home in Halifax, Nova
trip down the Colorado River through the
s relatives spread from the
Scotia. M artin’
Grand Canyon in June.
Yukon to Nova Scotia, so I’
m fast discovering
Retirement will see us continuing our
our neighbors to the north and their beautiful
involvement at Pioneer United Methodist
country. I’
d love to hear from classmates,
Ghurch, where we each sing in the chancel
former students, and friends from my years at
choir, play hand bells, and serve on various
Wooster (1963-67, student, and 1972-85,
committees. We also plan to continue to travel
teaching) at nl@christa.unh.edu.”
^tjd may do some volunteer work overseas,
Dick Galloway, gallowaydick@yahoo.com,
visiting our two daughters and three grand
wants
us to know, “
I still claim to be the ‘
crazi
children will continue to be a high priority.
est o f the crazies’
o f the Class o f’
67— the year
o f the Bitch-in and filling the arch with snow.
My life continues on that course. I still haven’
t
1966
figured
out
what
I
want
to
do
when
I
grow
up.
E liz a b e t h “
L ib b y ”W e s th a fe r O 'B r ie n
I currendy live in Sacramento, Calif., and am
73 P rosp ect St., M adison , N J 07940
writing
a book, ‘
I Believe, Lord, Help Me In
e°i,rien @ d rerw.edu
My Unbelief: A Skeptic’
s Search For Meaning.’
Karen Kalayjian Hunter, senior vice
Based
on
my
own
experiences,
it’
s also a
President o f Elsevier Publishing, has won
modest endeavor to trace history from the
the 2006 CSA/Ulrich’
s Serials Librarianship
dawn o f human consciousness to the present,
Award for her leadership in the develop
in an attempt to understand the turmoil in our
ment o f the electronic delivery o f informaworld and the current paradigm shift. I’
d love
tl<Jn' (CSA/Ulrich’
s is a worldwide
to hear from anyone who would like to share
information company.) A press release notes
memories o f our years at W oo U.”
* at Karen’
s colleagues describe her as a

A

Special

Sig

R e u n i o n

l t o r Steve Garner ’
68,
Pete Finefrock 70, Dick Bennett ’69, Jack
Starmer 70, Rich Campbell ’69, Bob Pitcairn
70, Chuck Miller, John Schaeffer, ’67s

SIGS AT WOOSTER

Last September, 30 members o f Phi
Sigma Alpha (Sixth Section) from the late
’
60s-’
70s returned to Wooster. Many o f these
fellows hadn’
t seen each other for over 35
years. Chuck “
Moth-Man”M iller’
67 flew
in from Hawaii, Oscar A lonso 70 from
Florida, and Larry “
Lirk”K irk’
68 from
Tennessee. Three former section presidents
came, John “
Schaef”Schaeffer ’
67, Steve
“
G am s”Gamer ’
68*, and Larry “
Berg”
Lindberg 70.
(Wives and other females were not
invited. The men knew they would be out
past midnight— women’
s dorm curfew.)
The event began with a gathering at
Gault Alumni Center. Eating Coccia House
pizza, renewing friendships, and looking at
memorabilia, we watched movies Marv Shie
“
Shy Marv”’
68 had taken at Wooster. They
included scenes from Hell Week, intramural
football, Derby Day, filling Kauke arch with
snow, and a memorable panty raid. A few
young Sigs wore their dinks and Rich
“
Tree”Hahn ’
67 brought his Hell Week
aviator helmet.
Saturday began at The Shack. Jim Bean
(coach, religion, French, emeritus) joined us
for some reminiscing. A 50-cent Chapel skip
ping fee was charged to all.
The Reverend Bill “
Heatoni”Heaton
71 made sure that the weather was wonder
ful to watch the Scot football team win in a
shut-out. Mike “
Gordy”Gordon ’
68 and
Duane “
Thumbtack”White 70 (tough as
nails but not big enough to be one) were
ready to suit up. Dinner at T. J.’
s and guitar
music by Oscar Alonso and Jack Starmer
70 concluded the event. —Jim Mayer '68
"Sadly, Steve Garner died a few months
after this event.
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1968

Pat Silvey and D en nis Yanchunas
618 B ow en St., L on gm on t, C O 80501-4412
dryanchunas@ Com cast, n et

Jay Gates, director o f The Phillips
Collection museum in Washington, D.C.,
was interviewed as part o f a story on N PR’
s
“
Morning Edition”on Apr. 14. The story, by
NPR correspondent Susan Stamberg (whose
son, Joshua ’
92, attended Wooster), was about
the return to the Phillips o f R enoir’
s Luncheon
o f the Boating Party, one o f the greatest impres
sionist paintings. The work returned after a
record breaking tour to seven U.S. cities and
Switzerland, Japan, Italy, and France. The
reinstallation o f The Boating Party, along with
approximately 60 o f the museum’
s best-loved
paintings and sculpture, coincides with a
reopening o f the Phillips following a complete
renovation and the construction o f an addi
tion. Jay has been director o f The Phillips
Collection since 1998. More information
about the story is available at www.npr.org/
templates/story/story.php?storyld=5341220.
Betsy Morin Sillars sends this tale o f W oo
connections. “
One day while my husband,
Rodger Sillars, and I were visiting with my
mother in Medford, N.J., a man left a note on
our car windshield. He said he was a Wooster
grad and wondered whether we were also, as
there was a W oo decal on the car’
s rear
window. I wrote back to say that yes, indeed,
both o f us were W oo alums.
“
We met for coffee this past March. He is
Russell Haley ’
44, secretary o f his class and the
author o f‘
Gay “
Paree”at Eighty-Three’
in the
article ‘
10 Trips o f a Lifetime’
(Wooster,Winter
2006). W e had a fine time swapping stories o f
our lives and travels and o f Wooster past and
present. Thanks, Russell.
“
Rodger and I are fine in Cleveland
Heights. He works for the Greater Cleveland
Regional Transit Authority, and I work at the
Shaker Heights Public Library. We enjoy trav
eling and visiting with our children-— one in
each time zone.”

1969

Judy Simkins H aines
2643 B rook Valley Rd., F rederick , M D 21701
tom ju dyh ain es@ h otm ail.com

Trinda Bedrossian spent more than 35
years as an engineering geologist with the
California Geological Survey (CGS). Retired
since 2003, she continues to work part-time
with CGS, assisting state parks with soil
conservation projects related to off-highway
vehicle use. Before retiring, Trinda served for
14 years as supervising geologist for several
programs, edited California Geology, authored
and co-authored more than 40 publications,
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and supervised the mapping o f over 4000
square miles o f California’
s land. Trinda lives
near Davis with husband Donn Ristau.
Daughter Kelley graduated from U o f California-San Diego and is an aerospace engineer.
In other California news, the Orange
County (Calif.) Tourism Board honored
College Trustee Steve Bone with the Legacy
Award, which recognizes lifetime contribu
tions to the business o f attracting and serving
area visitors. Steve is president o f the develop
ment firm, The Robert Mayer Corp., in
Newport Beach. H e’
s worked for 20 years to
increase tourism, focusing on transforming the
small town o f Huntington Beach into a popu
lar travel destination and a desirable residential
area. Steve also pushed for increased tourism
on the county level, serving on boards, attain
ing and maintaining necessary funding, and
increasing public awareness. In his corporate
s leading The Robert Mayer Corp.’
s
role, he’
development o f a coastal resort. Steve and his
wife o f 37 years, Pat Ingram Bone, live in
Huntington Beach.

1970

L aura Wolfson L ikavec
1702 M en delssoh n Dr., W estlake, O H 44145
lau ralik avec@ yah oo.com

A great mini-reunion o f members o f the
Class o f’
70 took place in Philadelphia last
September. Allen Easley, Chris Kenty, Deb
Burnham, and Greg Moore, along with
C hris’
s husband, Jim Walters, and D eb’
s
husband, David Staebler, converged at the
White D og Cafe to catch up and reminisce.
Allen has been president and dean o f the
William Mitchell College o f Law in St. Paul,
Minn., since 2004. He and his family moved
from Kansas, where Allen spent many years as
associate dean and professor at Washburn U
School o f Law in Topeka. He was in Philadel
phia for law education meetings. Chris and
Allen reconnected by chance the previous
spring at a reception at the Minnesota
Supreme Court. Chris, who holds a Ph.D. in
social science research, was there for meetings
o f the National Children’
s Law Network as
director o f research and evaluation for the
Support Center for Child Advocates in
Philadelphia. She also does evaluation and
training for other child-serving agencies, wrote
a manual on multi-disciplinary case review,
and is completing a five-year study o f pediatric
residency training at Children’
s Hospital o f
Philadelphia. She has lived in Philadelphia
since 1972; both daughters are still in the city.
Deb Burnham, who has a Ph.D. in modem
British and American literature, is a published
poet and a lecturer and adviser in the U of
Pennsylvania English department and in the

Penn College o f General Studies. She’
s taught
poetry, writing, gender studies, American
fiction, short story, the bildungsroman and the
literature o f aging at Penn and at the
Governor’
s School for the Arts since 1973.
Deb published an award-winning book o f
poetry, Anna and the Steel M ill (Texas Tech,
1995) and has written a novel. She’
s lived in
the Philadelphia area since 1970. Her daugh
ter is finishing a four-year nursing degree.
Greg Moore closed the historic home
renovation company that he ran for decades.
He now sells real estate in Philly, where he
lives with his wife and daughter. Greg is
deeply invested in the local home and school
association.
Claudia Elferdink was invited but unable
to attend the soiree. She is a UnitarianUniversalist minister (M.Div., Harvard
Divinity School) who’
s lived in Springfield,
Mass., with her husband, John Egnal, since
1976. John practiced law with Allen Easley in
Philadelphia in the mid-1970s. Claudia served
a congregation in Amherst, Mass., until last
spring. She’
s active in the civil marriage move
ment for gays and lesbians and other progres
sive causes. Claudia’
s daughter and her family
and Claudia’
s son live in New Mexico, draw
ing Claudia and her husband there each year.
Nancy Rutledge Zahniser joined Chris
Kenty for another Wooster dinner, when
Nancy was in the Philadelphia area for an
ELAM (Executive Leadership in Academic
Medicine) seminar. By chance, C hris’
s
husband, Jim Walters, was providing leader
ship coaching to Nancy. He discovered the
W oo link. Nancy is a professor and vice chair
o f the department o f pharmacology, U o f
Colorado-Denver, and the Health Sciences
Center in Aurora, Colo. She is a published
researcher in dopamine transporter function in
the brain.
Mary Kay McMahan Cresswell writes,
“
Chris Kenty and I remained friends over the
30-plus years that I lived in England. Four
years ago, I left London and my post as lead
occupational therapist for Croydon Mental
Health Services, part o f the Maudsley-Bethlem Royal NHS Trust (where I first came to
work in 1975). W e now live near the sea in
Dorset. I married Sam, my partner o f 14 years,
last May, celebrating with our combined fami
lies o f four adult children, family members,
British friends, and a few old American
friends, including Chris. It was a special event.
“
Taking early retirement from Dorset
Social Services due to health issues, I volunteer
for the Bridport Museum, cataloging its vast
photographic collection. I’
m also involved in
oral history projects, interviewing people
locally who had tales o f their W W II experi
ences they wanted to share on the BBC’
s

THE WEDDING OF ALLISON ERK '0 0
AND JONATHAN EDWARDS,
JULY 16, 2 0 0 5 .

Adam Ratliff, Maura Finn,
’00s, Katrina Pease Russell '95, Sarah’
Hibler '00, Tom Pilon '99. Katherine
Dugan, Jen Hayman, ’00s, Megan Vogt
’01, Rob Benavides, Stefanie Kritz
Brannan, '99s, Megan Kennedy '03;
front row Maggie Buckingham Christy,
Becca Turner, ’00s, bride, groom,
Kirsten Blake ’00
back row, l to r

P eople’
s War Internet site, www.bbc.co.uk/
ww2peopleswar. Bridport was Britain’
s center
for making rope and nets since Saxon times.
Through a new project, Spinning Yarns, we’
re
recording the stories o f people who lived and
Worked here and were involved with those
trades, as well as agriculture, fishing,
commerce, family-building, etc.
“
It is hard to believe that it’
s coming up to
40 years since our class finished high school
and entered Wooster. I’
m glad to still be in
touch with Trina Zelle 71, Jocelyn Granet
Lindsay ’
68,Joyce H. Eagar, Be Young, and
Claudia Elferdink. I have a daughter working
]n documentaiy production in NYC and a son
In permaculture in southern Spain. My e-mail
address is MaryKayCresswell@aol.com.”

1971
Janies K. L ow ery
*675 R iv e rw o o d D r., Jackson, M S 39211-4828
jl° w ery@ jam . rr.com

Barbara Zink MacHaffie, professor o f
history and religion at Marietta College, has
completed the second edition o f Her Story:
Women in Christian Tradition (Fortress), first
Published in 1986. The book focuses on the
evolution o f Christian teaching about the
nature and roles o f women and the implications for women at home, in society, and in the
taith community.
I have almost completely rewritten the
text o f Her Story, with new content and inter
pretive material,”Barbara says, “
including

material on African American female preach
ers and the Mormon community. An example
is seeing early Christian openness to women
not as opposed to Jewish patriarchy but rather
as representing a minority tradition within
Judaism. I’
ve been working on [the new
edition] since 2002, but completed much o f
the reading and rewriting during a year-long
2003 sabbatical,”said Barbara, who also edited
Readings in Her Story (Fortress, 1992).
Beatrice Greene, recipient o f a commis
sion from the W om en’
s United Nations
Reporting Network (WUNRN), composed
and performed a piano work on Oct. 5, 2005.
WUNRN works to end violence that is perpe
trated against women in the name o f religion,
culture, and tradition. Beatrice explained the
musical themes and her compositional process.
She designed the piece to honor women who
died as the resuslt o f violence, women who are
healing, and the courage o f all engaged in this
important mission.
Last summer Beatrice enjoyed a visit from
Renee Day White 73 and Renee’
s book club
members, pointing out historical places o f
interest. A few weeks, later Beatrice began
training as a tour guide for colonial Roxbury,
Mass., representing a passion for history
nurtured by her parents and teachers, includ
ing the late Helen Osgood (history, emerita).
Andrea McKown Bhatt’
s husband, Bahl
Bhatt, recently passed on. On the faculty at
the U o f T oledo’
s College o f Business, he
stressed the growing relevance o f a global
economy. They have two sons, Nathan and

Kevin. W e’
re very sorry for your loss, Andrea.
Derry Stauffer has spent the last seven
years as an independent patent practitioner,
owning D. A. Stauffer Patent Services LLC.
He provides a range o f services to individuals
and companies interested in patenting inven
tions in the U.S. or foreign countries. Before
this position, Derry spent 26 years as an engi
neer in research, product design, and manufac
turing processes for G.E. Lighting and
Venture Lighting.

1972

Jay Yutzey
1254 N o rw e ll Dr., C olum bus, O H 43220
yutzey.2 @ osu .edu

John Foote writes, “
I’
ve had two new
arrivals in my family here in Lake Oswego,
Ore. In this column in a previous issue, Jim
Sentman queried, Am I the first member o f
the Class o f 1972 to officially retire?’
I don’
t
know the answer, but I have a question o f my
own. Am I the last person in the class to have
a baby?’
On June 6, 2005, my wife and I had
twins, Michael and Morgan. W e’
ve waited so
long, but it has turned into such a blessing.
These are our first and, certainly, our last.”
Bill Shriver chairs the Ohio Educator
Standards Board (ESB). Established in 2004
by the Ohio General Assembly, the board
consists o f 17 teachers, school administrators,
and college professors. Working with the State
Board o f Education, the ESB has established
standards for teachers and administrators in
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Ohio that impact educator training, evalua
tion, and practice. The board also makes
recommendations to the Ohio Board o f
Education on licensure issues and approving
colleges and universities to train teachers. Bill
has taught high school history at Mt. Vernon
High School for the past 32 years as a board
certified social studies teacher. His e-mail
1973 is wrshriver@columbus.rr.com.
address
Suzanne Schluederberg

3385 C a r l Ct., A n n A rbor\ M I 48105
suz@ u m ich .edu

The Mansfield (Ohio) NewsJournal
reported that Robert Cyders helped to create
and is the director o f College-NOW, a
program aimed to change the delivery o f
education, challenging students and promoting
academic rigor. Bob retired after 31 years in
education, including 22 years teaching math.
He served as a principal, a curriculum special
ist, and an adjunct professor in the graduate
education program at Ashland U.
College-Now first focused on future engi
neers and will add a business entrepreneurial
component this fall. Check it out, at
www.college-now.org.

1974

Kim Tapie
5511 C an aan C en ter Rd., Wooster, O H 44691-9611
k tapie@ w h m h rb.org

Dede Lee wrote early this spring, “
My
partner, Jenny Thomas (Princeton, ’
82), and I
live in Hercules, Calif., a little town north o f
Berkeley. We have a son, Lucas Miles Lee
Thomas (3). I am a free lance photo art direc
tor and producer, which means I do everything
on photo shoots except take the pictures. I’
m
devoted to my garden and am still a big jogger.
“
I’
ve stayed close to a few Wooster
friends— Bob MacLeod, Melinda Weaver,
Gretchen Mehring, andTeri Reath. I regret
ted missing our 25th reunion, especially after I
heard from Bob about who was there. I’
m
going back to Wooster for the graduation o f
my niece, Courtney Lee ’
06, this May.”E-mail
Dede at dedelee@earthlink.net.
From Bob MacLeod, our international
traveler, “
I’
m still with USAID, currently
working as the project manager for the
mission’
s earthquake reconstruction program
in Islamabad. Prior to this assignment I was in
Baghdad for two years as the chief technical
officer for U SA ID ’
s infrastructure portfolio
(2003-05). Between Iraq and Pakistan I
worked briefly on the tsunami reconstruction
programs in Indonesia and Sri Lanka. My
new-found post-conflict/post-disaster skill set
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is a little unnerving, but I’
d rather be building
new schools and clinics in the Himalayas than
pushing paper in Washington. Baghdad was
an altogether different experience, but I’
ll save
details for the book.
“
I’
m now officially posted here, probably
for two years. Islamabad is a beautiful but
sleepy city. I outgrew my environmental officer
position when I went to Iraq and morphed
into an infrastructure person. Basically, what
ever the sector, it is my project management
skills and sense o f adventure that the agency
likes.”E-mail Bob at RWMacleod@usaid.gov.
Can anyone top Bob’
s adventures?

1975

A ndrea J. Steenburg Simmers

o f not working “
a lick,”he’
s back to 35 hours a
week for the National Schizophrenia Founda
tion. Larry has a role in a public service video
about schizophrenia that plays in Florida and
Michigan. H e’
s the guy with the long graying
hair and white beard who talks about hearing
voices and seeing tall, shadowy, robed figures
— in the Oak Grove.
Larry reports that a friend has proposed to
publish a book or two o f Larry’
s poetry and
prose. Find Larry at 417 Beaver St., Apt. 2,
Lansing, MI 48906-4444.
I (Bonnie) am teaching a blind woman to
play the violin. (She also composes religious
music.) It’
s really helped me to work with her.
My communication with other students is
much clearer, and most o f them listen carefully
and play with better tone.

2121 B reeds Rd., O w in g s M ills, M D 21117-1646
a sim m ers@ ru xton cou n try sch ool.org

1978

Wendy Beatty-Burg

1976

340 G o slin g Dr., N orth Wales, PA 19454-2726

3175 W arrin gton R d.,Shaker H eigh ts, O H

M ary Breiner

D an a Vandenberg M urphy
44120-2428, dm u rp h y l@ sbcglob al. n et

Philip Noble, president o f Noble & Sears
Inc., in Sylvania, Ohio, was named to the
Chairman’
s Club o f Linsco/Private Ledger
Financial Services. Philip is among the top
four percent o f advisers nationwide in the
financial planning, consulting, and employee
benefits firm. Philip was recognized for his
performance and service at LPL’
s recent
master conference.
See page 37 for more ’
76 news.

1977

Bonnie Savage
4306 R iv e r St., W illoughby, O H 44094-7815
bon n iesb ee@ sb cglob a l.n et

B eattyB u rg@ aol.com
1092 H om e w ood Dr., L ak ew ood, O H 44107-1450
m tbreiner2002@ yahoo. com

Frank Yong C h oo An has lived in southern
California since 1986. “
After I finished a resi
dency in family medicine at Martin Luther
King-Drew Medical Center,”he says, “
I
started to work. I began my private practice in
1993.1 now have a solo family medical prac
tice in Torrance and enjoy being here. I would
like to hear from classmates and BKO frater
nity brothers. I still play the piano, a skill that I
learned at C.O.W. I play weekly at the hospi
tal for the patients and visitors.
“
Two boys keep me busy with their home
work, music lessons, and basketball. I was a
coach for last two seasons, and it was a lot o f
fun, as our team went to the semi- and quar
ter-finals.
“
My brothers, Howard ’
79 and Richard ’
81,
are doing fine. Howard is doing orthopedic
surgery at Rush-Presbyterian Hospital in
Chicago. Richard is busy with a law practice in
Manhattan. Drop me a line, rnrdrfrank@aol.com.”

I (Bonnie) intended to excerpt Marty
W illm an’
s letter in this column, but I have
lost it. Marty, please write again!
Maureen Hylton, who was a music major,
lives in Damestown, Md., and works for the
State Attorney’
s Office in Frederick County.
She handles child support cases. She and her
husband, Carlos, have been blessed with two
daughters. Maya is a junior political science
1979
major at Johns Hopkins U, and Gabriela will
Jennifer R eed Jones
attend the U o f Maryland in the fall. Maureen
3721 M cC lella n d Blvd., J oplin , M O 64804
is amazed by the incredible jobs that Woo
(417) 781-4215, xojon es@ aol.com
grads hold and the contributions that they
Patricia Stocker Clinker
make to society and the world.
1805 H e rita g e Cir., D ov er, O H 44622
Larry Ackerman writes that while Hurri
(330) 343-6477, trish ie0 0 7 @ h otm ail.com
cane Katrina was demolishing Louisiana and
Dear “
ole”classmates, as we enter the
Alabama, he was getting his back rebuilt. Well
beginning o f the second half o f a century of
into recovery, he walks a lot and has lost
life, it is apparent that alumni news is not the
weight. “
Muscles do waste if they’
re not used,” top priority. I (Jennifer) can live with that,
he says. He feels great, and after three months
because it leaves this space for me to fill the

way I want. I have a lot to say about the first
50 years o f life but will spare you, with a few
exceptions.
In my latest e-mail, I asked if anyone else
still had their yellow Wooster shirt from grad
uation week, with all o f our names on the
back. Here are the replies.
From Allan Scales, “
My daughter is so
enamored with my Class o f 79 shirt that she
wears it to bed. She is a junior at Indiana U.”
“
Apparently I was too cheap to buy one o f
those,”says Carol Bowers, “
because I don’
t
even remember it!”
Ann Poindexter still has her shirt. She
writes, “
I’
m still a prosecutor— in my fifth
year—with the Office o f the Commonwealth’
s
Attorney in Chesapeake, Va.”
The best part o f the job o f class secretary is
finding out where “
old”friends live. There are
not many here in the four-state area (Missouri,
Kansas, Oklahoma, Arkansas). It’
s a shame. I
have so much fun as secretary, imagine what I
would be like at an area reunion!
I’
m retired from the U.S. Navy, living in
Joplin, Mo., and completing a m aster’
s in
education leadership at Pittsburg State U in
Kansas. Our oldest son, Chris (14), attends
high school at Missouri Military Academy.
Our youngest son, Calvin (11), starts middle
school in the fall. My husband, Mark (U o f
Kl, ’
80), is a plant engineer in the roofing
industry. We are all healthy, with some
A D H D and Asperger’
s thrown in.
George Bell will be one o f two new
members inducted into the Ohio Scholastic
Soccer Coaches Association Hall o f Fame
later this year. Dubbed “
the father o f soccer”in
the Wooster area, George coached the
Wooster High School boys soccer team for 13
seasons, traveling to the State Final Four in
1988. F le’
s also mn the George Bell Soccer
Camp for 25 years, as well as officiating and
mentoring several players to become coaches.
Gregory Barrett Stolcis, pianist57@
Comcast.net, says>"I have been happily married
since 1984.1 am a career public administrator,
specializing in regulating the health care
industry— and a cancer survivor. I was diag
nosed with stage four throat cancer in 2000
and underwent successful chemotherapy, radiation, and surgery the next spring. I passed my
hve-year survivor mark in November!”

1980

Susan E still
1817 K eller L ak e Dr., B u rn sville, M N 55306-6378
S^ till5 8 @ com cast. n et

Leake
3°0 H ig h G ables D r., A pt. 208, G aith ersburg, M D
20878-7428

Jenny Watson
1551 O ak m ou n t Rd., S outh E u clid, O H 44121
jlw atson 3 9 5 @ sb cglob a l. n et

1981

The

Small

World

of

Woos t er
by Jill Currie Reeves ’
84

NEW! Scott Jones
31 E m erson St., B elm ont, M A 02478
scott.jones@ sap.com

In March Kimberly Bracken Long was
named associate for worship in the office o f
theology and worship in the congregational
ministries division o f the Presbyterian Church
(USA). She’
s the editor o f the quarterly, Call to
Worship: Liturgy, Music, Preaching & the Arts.
Her post also involves such initiatives as incor
porating new members into the community o f
faith, exploring sacramental ethics, and devel
oping liturgical resources.
Late this winter Ramco-Gershenson Pro
perties Tmst named Thomas Litzler as execu
tive vice president for development and new
business initiatives. Tom works with the devel
opment o f shopping centers and other efforts in
the com pany’
s office in Farmington Hills, Mich.

1982

Barbara Brown
2151 F a irm ou n t A ve., St. P aul, M N 55105
w ish bon ean dbarb@ h otm ail.com

John P. Shafer
6208 R id g e P on d Rd., A pt. F, C en trev ille, VA
20121-4061, sh aferjp@ h otm ail.com

Susan Lancaster Toner
11593 W estbury PL, C arm el, I N 46032
su san _ton er@ h otm ail.com

Susan Fishburn sends special greetings to
Crandell House cronies. She transferred from
Wooster in our junior year and graduated from
New York U. She writes, “
After 20-plus years
o f working as an administrator for interna
tional consulting firms, I’
m now crazy enough
to own my own business, the Plant Cellar
Florist in Bethel, Conn. Every once in a while,
I have the pleasure o f seeing Bob Owen ’
81,
who teaches and coaches at Bethel High
School. I had a special surprise when he
brought Ben Buckworth ’
80 by for a visit last
summer.”Contact Susan at susabelle@snet.net.

1983

D a v id M artin
6874 R osedale Ct., M ason , O H 45040
dkm boater@ h otm ail. com

After a rather long, dry spell, I (Dave) have
some news to share. Thanks to all who
responded to my broadcast e-mail. Hopefully I
will not have to do that again for some time.
Matthew Smith writes, “
I attended the
m aster’
s program at the School o f International

We have a joke in our house. “
H ow
many Duke graduates does it take to screw
in a light bulb?”“
None, because they all
went to The College o f Wooster!”Let me
explain.
My husband, Dave, and his entire
family went to Duke University. I assumed
that with D uke’
s size and reputation, we
would regularly meet Duke grads. To my
husband’
s surprise and mine, this has not
been the case.
Wooster, on the other hand, connects me
to the rest o f the world. Everywhere I visit
or live, I meet Wooster grads. I’
ll share a few
o f these encounters.
While I was traveling with the interna
tional performing group, Up With People, I
stayed with an amazing host family in
Buffalo, N.Y. I was thrilled to find out that
my host mom was a Wooster graduate—
Carolyn Childs Shadle ’
62!
Later I joined the educational wom en’
s
group, P.E.O. At the first meeting, I met
someone whom I liked instantly. Amy
Prussing ’
88 and I remain good friends.
I once worked in marketing, organizing
trade shows. At my first huge show, I was
nervous, the new kid on the block. The first
client seemed friendly and approachable. I
s
soon found out that he was one o f W ooster’
first exchange students, from India.
Last April we attended D ave’
s 25th
Duke reunion along with 3,000 other
Duke alums and guests. We ate with
D ave’
s classmates. Next to me was Art
Patterson, who went to my high school,
Western Reserve Academy. Art introduced
his sister, Martha Patterson Brunson ’
81!
Right there, in the heart o f Blue Devil
country— two Woosterites.
My husband was at a loss for words.
The final small world o f W oo event
occurred at my 25th high school reunion. At
dinner we enjoyed chatting with our student
waiter. I asked him where he was going to
attend college.
You already know the answer. The
College o f Wooster.
My husband put his head in his hands
and moaned, “
Noooo!”
Thank goodness Dave and I have
twins. Now all we have to do is convince
one to go to Duke and the other to go to
Wooster.
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Affairs o f Columbia U but found New York
holiday. She writes, “
I actually saw Venice in
overwhelming after W ooster’
s intimate atten
the rain and got to walk across the rafters in
tion. I completed a m aster’
s in area studies
St. M ark’
s Square when it started to flood.
(Africa) at the School o f Oriental and African
The Leaning Tower o f Pisa is still leaning, and
Studies at the University o f London.
The Last Supper is still being shown in Milan
Columbia classes include 250 students, while
(along with explanations about why the theory
SOAS graduates eight in a class!
in The DaVinci Code is incorrect). I enjoyed the
“
I worked for Band Aid and Live Aid in
people so much that I am taking/struggling
London as program coordinator for the Sudan
through Italian lessons (not my forte) so that I
and Sahel. In 19911 assisted Tibetan refugees
can converse when I return.”
in improving agricultural production through
Lizabeth Divers sends the following, “
I live
soybean intercropping. In Romania, a year
in Coral Springs, Fla., having moved three years
after their revolution, we rebuilt 11 orphanages
ago from Fort Lauderdale. It was only 11 miles
and supplied tons o f medical supplies, cloth
west o f where I was for 27 years, but I do not
ing, bedding, and food. There I met and
like change. For the last 17 years I’
ve worked as
married Irena in 1993.
a human resource/risk manager for Florida
“
I was the country director in M oscow for
Transportation Services Inc., a stevedoring
Feed the Children in 1995-97. W e sold the
company in Port Everglades. We load and off
government 1,000 metric tons o f milk and
load ships in Port Everglades, Port Canaveral,
used the $1 million in proceeds to feed 6,000
and Houston. W ho would have thought I’
d
pensioners and support five orphanages. Since
grow up to be a longshoreman? Raising my two
then, I lived for two years in Ethiopia working
children by myself, Colleen (17, the age I was
on a food security program. M y recent activi
when I went to Wooster) and Jamie (15).
ties include tsunami response in India and the
Traveling, reading, and enjoying my life.”
Andaman Islands, assisting Iraqi children in
Libby Black teaches middle school math at
Basra (2003), polio eradication in Angola,
the Manhattan Middle School o f Arts and
food security in Malawi, and nutrition in
Academics in Boulder, Colo. She loves teach
HIV/AIDs programs in southern Africa.
ing, but currently her life is occupied by her
“
At The Salvation Army, I’
ve had the pleas leadership role on a $4.2 million capital
ure o f getting to know Billye DeCormis Haut
campaign to build youth space and renovate a
’
56. Billye and my uncle, Paul Davies Jr. ’
56,
100-year-old historic building at her Congreattended Wooster at the same time. The
gational/UCC church. Anyone have any spare
pleasure has come from discussions covering
change? Libby can be reached at libby.black@
a myriad o f topics, especially during these
bvsd.org
turbulent times. Billye sings a wicked ‘
Wooster
Barb Oetting Hazel reports that she grad
Love Song’
and has been a good colleague and
uated from law school in December. And Jim
friend at work. Once we get a digital camera,
Hazel completed a m aster’
s in public adminis
w e’
ll submit a pose from Alexandria, Va.”
tration in July. Congratulations to each o f you!
Edith McGandy Ackerman has spent 23
David Hadzinsky says, “
Sorry that the
years in the Boston area. Her kids are
Class o f’
83 required you to resort to desperate
Thatcher (13) and Haley (8). She writes, “
I’
m
measures....You are very welcome for the golf
really happy with my job in marketing for a
lessons provided at the 20th reunion. Jeff
local health plan. I’
ve worked there for eight
Berichon and I really enjoyed the event and
years. I’
m the creative director, responsible for
look forward to the next reunion. My two sons
marketing communication— using that Voice
are now in college, at Youngstown State U and
experience, overseeing print and Web publica
Kent State U. I couldn’
t convince either to
tions. In my spare time (before, during, and
become a Fighting Scot. The empty nest is
after sports for both kids, all year), I volunteer
great! Contact me at hadzinsky@yahoo.com.”
at school and in our small city o f Melrose,
Thanks, David, for writing and for the
doing fund-raising and PR, and work on our
lesson. I have not had a golf club in my hand
100-year-old Victorian house with my
since the reunion, so, yes, I will be ready for a
husband, Tim. I would love to hear from other
repeat at our 25th!
W oo alums at Edith_Ackerman@yahoo.com.”
Robert Moorman holds the Robert
Jennie Saliers and Bill Levisay are doing
Daugherty Chair in Management in the
well and say hello to friends. Bill is still a
College o f Business Administration at
Coca-Cola executive and having lots o f fun.
Creighton U. He provides this update, “
I live
Ed Heupler has no “
new”news yet but
in Nebraska and work as a professor o f
may have something to report in the future.
management. I’
ve always felt that W ooster’
s
Let us know! Ed can be reached at eaheup@
IS. program prepared me for a career in
earthlink.net.
academia and research, and I’
ve found my
Jennifer Smith reports that she took a
place as a business professor. My wife, Amy, is
lovely trip to northern Italy over the Christmas
a professor, too, o f law and ethics at a small
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liberal arts college nearby. I’
ve unfortunately
failed to keep in close contact with Wooster
friends and would like to change that. Perhaps
class notes will reestablish some connections.”
Chelsea “
Pam”Brown CaUicott resides in
Bend, Ore., with husband Preston and twins
(5). She writes, “
After 15 years in the San
Francisco area, we felt pulled to live a smaller
community and moved to Bend in 2003. Our
son, Dakota, is into art, horses, dance and just
found out he loves skiing (the lodge is 20
minutes from our door). Daughter Genna is
an able gymnast, precocious and funny, just
beginning to read. I want to freeze them in
time, at this independent, sweet, and creative
age! But they’
re off to kindergarten in the fall.
“
Preston commutes to California four days
a week to work as C T O for a banking start
up, and I do PR for a few clients, promote
Enneagram workshops, and serve as PR chair
for an entrepreneurial wom en’
s organization.
W e’
d love to hear from Woosterites coming
our way, at cbc@getreality.com.”

1984
Sue Steinkraus M cD a n iel
81 W. C hurch St., F airp ort, N Y 14450
M cd a n ielfiv e@ aol.com

L isa Young Page
690 L an ark Ln., P a in esv ille, O H 44077
ly page@ sb cglob a l.n et

David Matz left the Clorox Co. two years
ago to pursue a Ph.D. in clinical psychology.
He writes, “
I also started my own manage
ment consulting and executive coaching prac
tice. I enjoy the flexibility to spend more time
with my two wonderful children, Joshua (6)
and Juliana (8).”
Cindy Hinton defended a Ph.D. in sociol
ogy on Feb. 27 at Emory U and was accepted
into the Epidemic Intelligence Service (EIS)
at the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. The two-year postgraduate
program provides on-the-job training, Cindy
says. Beginning in July she will be based in
the pediatric genetics division o f the National
Center for Birth Defects and Developmental
Disabilities, working on epidemiology and
policy pertaining to newborn screening and
birth defects.
Daphne Upham Kilburn is recovering
from further heart procedures done in March.
She and her husband continue to enjoy living
and working on the Olympic Peninsula, Bald
eagles, deer, and other wildlife sightings occur
daily, and they never tire o f the animals. They
enjoy traveling in their motor home and
salmon fishing and crabbing on the
Admiralty Inlet waters o f Puget Sound.
Anne Lawton Stone writes, “
For spring
break this year, my husband, Will, daughter,

THE WEDDING OF MARGARET
“MAGGIE” BUCKINGHAM ’0 0 AND
JEFFREY CHRISTY, SEPT. 2 4 , 2 0 0 5
r Chuck Turner 72, Rob
Benavides '99, Carly Bronson
Kovacevia ’00, Patrick Hogan ’96,
Sarah Hibler, Jennifer Hayman,
Kirsten Blake, Alison Erk Edwards,
'00s; middle row Nancy Kriebel Turner
72, Rebecca Turner Benavides '00.
Megan Vogt '01, Katherine Dugan,
Christian Saulnier, Erica House, ’00s;
front row bride, groom
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Elizabeth, son, Robert, and I went to visit
Andrew Baird and his family in Madrid. He
extends the invitation to other folks. We
highly recommend the hospitality!”
Warner Mendenhall still practices law in
Akron, Ohio. He and his wife, Kelly, have
three children, Britney (18), Thomas (7), and
Lilly, born on Aug. 31,2005.
Jennifer Haims O ’
N eill reports that she
had the pleasure o f running into Bill Lee at
the PGA o f America trade show in Orlando
to January. “
We had a great chat, and Bill
said he will definitely try to attend our 25th
reunion....which brings me to the next
thing. This spring Andrews third-floor mate
Beth Freeland and I met for dinner in
Westport, Conn. The purpose, other than to
catch up on the last 20 years, was to discuss
tund-raising plans for our 25th reunion in
2009. We both work in educational philan
thropy and plan on educating you on the
joys o f giving back! Be sure the College has
your updated information so you’
ll be ready
tor pur calls/e-mails.”
Aside from coaching my two girls in
Jfhall and soccer,”writes Chip Shilling,
T| Ht busy with work. I resigned from the
D epartment o f Justice after some 18 years
°f federal tax litigation to accept an appointtflent as a federal judge in Dallas. Looking
toward to D o u g B unting’
s Kornfest and
feeing Mark Carlson, Dave Burke, Keith
everidge, Jay Mitchell, and D ou g
^trickier.”

1985

Barry E isen berg
beyesn@ aol.com

K atie H opper
15736 B uena Vista Dr., R ockville, M D 20855-2656
k8hop @ aol. com

We (Barry and Katie) hope it’
s sunny but
not hot or humid wherever you are. In desper
ate need o f a segue to our first item, we
remind you that there’
s nothing like sipping a
cold beverage on a warm summer day.
This brings us to the yeast-filled world o f
Andrew Tveekrem, brew master.Andy
shrewdly worked a B.A. in history into a 15year career as a professional brewer. In 1991 he
began as an assistant brewer at Great Lakes
Brewing Company (GLBC) in Cleveland,
Ohio and eventually became brew master. The
Frederick Brewing Company in Maryland and
many o f us living in the vicinity enjoyed
Andy’
s talents from 2000-04. Today, Andy and
his wife, Vickie, live in Seaford, Del., where he
is brew master at Dogfish Head. He encour
ages anyone headed toward the area’
s beaches
to stop by and quench their thirst. Contact
him at andy@dogfish.com.
From Arlington, Va., D ou g Wiley writes
that he is the father o f twin boys. Jackson
Douglas and Jeffrey Michael were born “
unex
pectedly early”on Feb. 13, 2006. The babies
join D oug’
s first son, Davis (2). “
As a golfer, I
now have my foursome for life,”reports Doug.
Professionally, Doug has recently accepted a
new position in Washington, D.C., as execu
tive vice president o f government relations at

the National Association o f Broadcasters, a
trade association that advocates on behalf o f
free local radio and television stations and
broadcast networks.
Chris Causey writes that he just completed
a term on the Wooster Alumni Board. The
role brought him to campus numerous times
over three years. “
It was great to get back to
Wooster— to see the buildings, become reac
quainted with staff and faculty, and visit with
students. I am particularly impressed with the
caliber o f the 2006 graduates.”
Chris encourages those who haven’
t been
back on campus in a while to try to get there.
“
I was amazed by the changes and yet the
adherence to what makes the campus special. I
got to tour the renovated Kauke Hall; the
transformation is stunning.”Chris lives in St.
Paul, Minn., with his wife, Julie, and their
three sons. He does management consulting in
the health care industry and serves as a direc
tor for United Therapeutics Corp. Reach him
at chris@causeyconsortium.com.
Diane Weisz Young and her family moved
to Guatemala last August, where her husband
Dave, works at the U.S. Embassy. “
Even
though I didn’
t pursue a foreign service career
(after taking the exam as a Wooster senior),”
Diane says, I love living and working over
seas. We expect to be here for three years.”
Diane works at the library o f Colegio Maya,
an international school that her children, Paul
(10) and Sarah (8), attend. “
I’
m learning lots o f
new skills. In the fall I’
ll be directing the
elementary library and teaching an elective
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back row, l to r Richard Dayton '89,
Matthew Hiestand '90, Melissa Rice
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second row Darrell Smith '89, Jennifer
Smith Dayton '88, Wenifred Brown
Golski '90, JoAn Organ Smith, Gerald
Smith, '60s, Samuel Dandar '91;
front row bride, groom

high school course on career exploration. Now
I’
m organizing a visit from a Guatemalan poet
who also works at the embassy.”
Diane reports that her children enjoy
living in Guatemala and speak better Spanish
than she does. “
The country offers so much
to see, and w e’
re always excited to travel
outside o f the capital. W e’
ve been to the
Mayan ruins ofTikal and the Caribbean
coast and enjoyed the festivities o f Semana
Santa (Holy Week) in Antigua.”Contact
Diane at dndweiszyoung@yahoo.com.
Kathi Whalen and her daughter, Eva
Grace (3), took a January journey from their
Nashville home to Guatemala to visit with
Diane. “
Diane and I got to attend an event at
the ambassador’
s residence, which was lovely.
We all went to Antigua, Guatemala, and
stayed at a hotel that was formerly a monas
tery, Casa Santa Domingo. Since Eva was
born in Guatemala, we are delighted to have
Diane and her family there soaking up the
culture and sharing their experiences with us.
We hope to visit annually while they’
re there.”
Back in Nashville, Kathi enjoys her ethics and
compliance work at Hospital Corporation o f
America as well as her church involvement.
Type to Kathi at kathiwhalen@comcast.net.
Continuing with a “
living abroad”theme,
Bill Pazos reports that he and his family—
wife Shelby and children Andres (16), William
(12), and Morgan (5)— moved from Miami to
Singapore in July. “
I started an emissions trad
ing firm in late 2000. The business has grown,
and following a merger in late 2004, we
expanded into Asia. Things have gone well
s become impossible to cover the
there, and it’
region from Miami. So, if you’
re in the neigh
borhood, drop in.”Bill extends a special hello
to all o f his Beta brothers. Say hello back at
wapazos@csi.com.
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NEW !Jane Shipman Warner
791 H a rb o r P oin t, L exin gton , K Y 40502
jsw a rn e r& a ol. com

NEW ! M argo Scruggs Seaman
320J efferson A ve., W estfield, NJ 07090

Bill Townsend was recently named the
executive vice president, office o f the chief
executive officer, o f Pay By Touch, a global
leader in biometric authentication, personal
ized rewards, and payment solutions. The
com pany’
s patented products and services
allow shoppers to conveniently and securely
access personal accounts using a finger scan to
identify themselves, make purchases, cash
checks, and earn rewards. Over two million
shoppers using their service in over 2000 U.S.
locations. Bill works closely with the CEO,
overseeing the com pany’
s strategic efforts.

1.987

L isa D im en t Panepento
4130 M a lla rd Way, W ooster, O H 44691
L P an epen to@ w ooster.edu

Ted Silverman writes, “
Only a few ’
87
alumni bother to post what they’
ve been up to
in class notes, and those who do are repeat
‘
offenders.’
In my case, why bother letting the
world know o f my whereabouts unless good
news is involved?
“
So here is some. I’
m nearing my 20th year
o f life in San Francisco. I fled to the Bay Area
within a week o f graduating from C.O.W .,
with some kind o f premonition that the future
would be better off here than in, say, New York
City. I haven’
t left yet, but I can’
t say what
would have been better. At least the weather’
s
pretty livable here.
“
I work in San Rafael as an IT manager at
Autodesk Software (the company that makes

Autocad and cool 3-D video software used in
movies like Lord o f the Rings, King Kong, and
other hi-tech blockbusters, as well as commer
cials). My wife, Kristin ‘
Krissy’
Pflumm
Silverman ’
88, is a preschool teacher, artist,
gardener, and mother o f our son, Smart (8).
H e’
s a soccer and baseball nut and as o f late,
thinks he is Aragorn from Lord o f the Rings.
“
I play mandolin, guitar, and upright bass
in numerous San Francisco-based bluegrass,
blues, swing, folk, and Americana bands. Find
the details at www.WorldWideTed.com.
“
I recently bumped into Bill Townsend ’
86,
who relocated from Austin, Tex. Get in touch
if you’
re ever in San Francisco, at treblemaker
@sbcglobal.net (wear flowers in your hair!).”
Last July Daniel Rozmiarek was selected
as the new editor for Writing Works, the bian
nual newsletter for the Maryland Writing
Project at Towson U, www.new.towson.edu/
mwp/mwp.html. Send e-mail to Daniel at
drozmiarek@towson.edu.
A news clipping tells us that Prester
Pickett has been delivering the speeches o f
Martin Luther King Jr. from memory for over
10 years. He loves to see people lose them
selves in memories as he delivers the words o f
his hero. Prester says that his admiration for
King began at Wooster.

1988

D eb Celinski
6890 T a lb ot D r., P arm a, O H 44129-5410

Cathy C am pbell Wright
40 M a p le w o o d Dr., A thens, O H 45701
catcw righ t@ yah oo.com

Donald Haut Jr. writes, “
Tricia and I
recently welcomed our second daughter,
Ainsley. She joins sister Sheridan (2), who is
excited (if apprehensive) to have a sister.

I recently left my position as partner at JSB
Partners to become the director o f strategy and
business development at 3M. We relocated
from the Boston area to St. Paul, Minn. I’
d
love to hear from old swimmers or Zards at
Donald_Haut@mac.com.”
We sadly report the February passing o f
Catherine Creger. She died peacefully at
VITAS Hospice o f San Antonio.
Todd Stansbery has been named the head
o f school at the Swain School in Allentown,
Pa. He previously was the director o f a private
school in Boca Raton, Fla.

1989

Beth K am pm eier Palm er
1980 N o rth w est B lvd., C olum bus, O H 43212
(614) 985-2276, evk am p@ h otm ail.com

1990

Shireen B eh zad i H ollin gsw orth
897 B on n ie B rae Ln., B olin gbrook , IL 60440-1130

Stephanie Zachary
3411 B rook d a le A ve., C lev elan d, O H 44134-2226

D a n iel R advansky
1340 N. C rescen t H eigh ts B lvd., A pt. 4,
W est H olly w ood , C A 90046-4532
w ooster9 0 @ fu n iaz.com

Wow! Our classmates have been busy
lately. Thank you for all o f the great updates.
Jan Hamill writes that she still enjoys her
work at Wooster in the “
state-of-the-art
campus wellness center.”W e’
re glad to have an
alum taking care o f the student body.
On the other side o f the world, Simon
Springett still works for Oxfam, based out o f
Oxford, England. He travels from crisis to
crisis, doing emergency humanitarian response
work. He says it’
s a“
very satisfying profession
and that he is “
still happily staying safe."
Quite a few classmates have either returned
to their homes overseas or have made new
homes there. Jehan Canagaretna continues to
live in Sri Lanka. He has a private business
and works for a large apparel company, based
in Sri Lanka, that manufactures for most o f
the big retailers in the U.S. and Europe.
KirkNeureiter was in London on business
and looked forward to returning to Tokyo,
where he lives with his wife and two kids (4
and 9 mos.).
Last September Margaret Stumpff moved
from Los Angeles back to Denver. She says
that her year in L.A. was a great adventure,
but she got homesick and missed the mountains and blue skies. She can be reached at
tostumpff@earthfink. net.
In the world o f education, Rachelle Brooks
took a new position as director o f a higher
education research project at Northwestern U.

Her family relocated in mid-January. They love
being back in a college town.
Meanwhile, Peter Mack, his wife, Renee,
and children, Theo (4) and Emmett (18 mos.),
love life in southern California. Peter and
Renee work and live at the Cate School, a
boarding school just outside o f Santa Barbara.
Carolyn Stafford Strunk writes that she’
s
still the head coach o f the Bowling Green
Swim Club, the local swimming program. She
works with three high schools in the area.
Carolyn and her husband, Gary, welcomed
Margaret “
Maggie”Sue Layne on Oct. 4,
2005, joining brother CJ (4).
The East Coast and Midwest are teeming
with W oo grads. Andrew Albers and his wife
o f 10 years live in Fairfax, Va. Andrew earned
an M.Ed. in instructional technology and is an
instructional designer and trainer for The
Centech Group Inc. He works on a govern
ment contract and has visited work sites in
several states, including Alaska.
Sonal Domadia Starr lives in Cary, N.C.,
with her husband, Steven, and their son,
Nishant (6), and daughter, Kavita (4). Sonal
tells us that she has begun beading and
making jewelry as a relaxing hobby.
Trond Peersen moved to Washington,
D.C., and continues to work in international
business. He also writes for Norway’
s second
largest newspaper and does a lot o f photogra
phy. He can be reached at trond@peersen.net.
Karl Federmann still lives in northern
Ohio, having recently moved to Brecksville
with his wife, daughter (6), and son (4). Karl’
s
primary employment is high-tech sales, but he
moonlights as a drummer in a band that plays
a couple o f times a month. Check out show
dates and times at www.oneeyeopen.net.
Things in Illinois are going well for me
(Shireen) and my family. My husband,
Michael, enjoys his work as a senior solutions
architect, and my kids, Jimmy (5) and Maggie
(3), are growing fast and giving us a run for
our money. I still happily teach preschool at
the Bolingbrook Park District but hope to get
back into teaching high school English soon.
My class secretary cohorts are also doing
well. Stephanie Zachary is hard at work in
Cleveland at Rainbow Babies and Children’
s
Hospital, while Daniel Radvansky has moved
back to Columbus from Florida (and previ
ously Los Angeles).
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D on Cam pbell
2316 20th St. NW, A pt. 1, W ashington, D C
20009-1412, dcam pbell@ fec.gov

K atie Jones M cC lellan d
1263 C ircle Dr., A rbu tu s, M D 21227
k atiev jon es@ aim .com

First, two additions: Rachael Henderson
Whitmarsh and her husband, Paul, welcomed
their second child, Delaney Marie, on Mar. 10.
On Apr. 16 Rich McClelland and I (Katie)
welcomed our fifth child, Scarlet Amelia.
Kristen Planny Starcher writes, “
I married
Richard Starcher on Oct. 16, 2004, in the
mountains o f North Carolina, and we relo
cated from Charlotte to Boston, Mass., for my
husband’
s job. We bought a house in Marsh
field and had a baby girl, Kayleigh Faith, the
day after our first wedding anniversary.”
Kristen sends news o f Fiorella Simoni de
Cannon, who married Andrew Cannon on
Jan. 28, 2005, in Washington, D.C. A new
Ph.D., Fiorella works at an environmental
engineering company.
D ou g Fowler writes that he “
recently
performed a cool mental exercise, with my
practice winding down, while between courses
as I study for the ministry.”D oug says he
“
wrote a chronology for the wholesome family
sitcom, ‘
Full H ouse.’
”He figured out when
each episode took place on the calendar and
gave each character plausible pasts and futures.
With the help o f some online friends, he
cleared up most apparent inconsistencies.
Doug writes that he “
filled in numerous things
that happen to the characters between
episodes, as we see less than one percent o f a
typical sitcom fam ily’
s fives.”He “
incorporated
the book universe, creating a plausible point o f
departure...”Doug concludes, “
I show the
characters with real psychological profiles,
overcoming a lot more than it appeared on the
surface, with the...unconditional love that typi
fied the show...You can find my work as fan
fiction at ‘
Tanner Central,’
www.perander.no/
fullhouse/, or you can e-mail fullhousechron@
aol.com. It was a fun analysis that exercised
my brain...”
Erik Brown and Christina Margala were
married last fall in Youngstown, Ohio (see
photo, p. 52). Twelve Wooster alumni attended,
including Jason Boone, D on Campbell,
Sam Dandar, and Brad Longbrake. Erik
and Chris moved from Cleveland to
Naperville, 111., this spring. Reach them
at erikdanielbrown@yahoo.com.
Yalman Onaran, yalman@compuserve.com,
moved back to the U.S. after 10 years in
Turkey, where most recently he was bureau
chief o f Bloomberg News. Yalman is now
covering Wall Street banks for Bloomberg in
New York. “
I five right next to Central Park,
so stop by on your way to the park if you’
re in
town this summer,”he says.
“
I can’
t believe it’
s been 15 years!”says
Scott Erholm, sporto7@adelphia.net. “
Time,
geography, and fife have limited my contact
with many o f you. Feel free to give me a
shout!”Scott and his wife, Wendy, five near
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> IMPROMPTU GATHERING

Vinnie Rotondaro '06, Cory
Becker '04, Nick Hanson, Matt
Cutler, '03s, Whitney Lacefield '02,
Katie Hammond, Peter King, '03s,
after Katie's improv group performed
in Chicago
l to r

» THE WEDDING OF STEFANIE
CEDRO AND BRANDON MOHR '02,
JULY 9, 2 0 0 5

Chris Locke, Megan Locke, Juli
Duncan Price, Adam Price, '02s,
bride, groom, Jim Deprez, Emily
Arundel, Chuck Nusbaum, '02s

lto r

Independence, Ohio, where Scott works. They
have two children, Catherine Victoria
“
Charlie”(11) and Nicholas Alexander (6).

1992

Kathleen Quinn
241 Joh n s H illR d ., H ig h la n d H eigh ts, K Y 41076

world premiere in 2003. Footage from “
The
Today Show”precedes the clip. For more info
and the latest press, visit www.theraider.net/
raiders_adaption.
Chris adds, “
Many o f you have sent e-mails
with questions and greetings. No worries, we
will slowly and surely get back to you! Best
regards and thanks for your amazing support.”

K Q u in n 9 2 @ alu m n im ail. w ooster. edu

David Mottice recendy became the new
pro at Aurora (Ohio) G olf and Country Club,
having served as the pro at the Shaker Heights
Country Club since 2001.

1994

Sara Kerewich-Taylor
60 B a ysid e A ve., O y ster Bay, N Y 11771
S k taylor@ opton lin e. n et

1993

Charlie G all

Jessica Am burgey-Ryan
32443 B riarn vood Dr., N orth R id gev ille, O H 44039
R yan js@ h otm ail.com

1030 L a rk in St., A pt. 12, San Francisco, C A 94109

Stephen S. Nichols

ch arlesgall@ h otm ail.com

341 S teven s A ve., W ooster, O H 44691

K im Remley

N ichols_145@ yahoo.com

21 W oodbridge R oad, N orth A n dover, M A 08145

Chris Brown has joined the Society o f the
Plastics Industry Inc., located in Washington,
D.C., as senior director o f federal affairs. H e’
ll
guide the association’
s congressional and
White House advocacy programs. His special
ties include tax and heath care reform, labor,
and construction. Most recently, Chris led
government affairs for the Air Conditioning
Contractors o f America. H e’
s also the new vice
chair o f the American Society o f Association
Executives’
(ASAE) government relations
section council.
Tamara Campbell Robertson moved to
Rochester, Minn., last fall and married Forbes
s employed by
Robertson on Apr. 8, 2006. She’
the Mayo Clinic. “
If anyone is in the area,
drop me a note,”she says. Find Tamara at
tamaraccampbell@juno.com.
Megan Loraine Sharp is the new director
o f music ministries at Westminster Presby
terian Church in Charlottesville, Va. She
shares the job with husband Jonathan Schakel.
Megan and Jonathan welcomed Paul Hendrik
on May 20, 2005. They would love to hear

k im a n d stev el @ Comcast, n et

Lyndsey S. Brown, lyndsey.brown@
gmail.com, moved to the Lehigh Valley in
Pennsylvania last summer. Lyndsey writes,
“
After a short stint at the community radio
station, the need to be on a small liberal arts
college campus again was too strong. I joined
Cedar Crest C ollege’
s institutional advance
ment team in April.”
Chris Strompolos updates us on the status
o f his film, Raiders o f the Lost Ark: The
Adaptation (see Wooster, Summer 2004, p.52).
“
The Raiders Guys recently signed with the
Lavin Agency, which books speakers at univer
sities, colleges, and corporations. The agency
represents filmmakers such as Spike Lee,
authors such as Isabel Allende, and legendary
musician Bob Geldof.”
Chris and colleague Eric Zala are pursuing
speaking engagements with the agency and
worldwide screenings o f their film. The Lavin
Web site features a clip o f The Raiders Guys’
first Q_8c A in Austin, Tex., for their film ’
s
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from anyone in the area, at meganls@
earthlink.net.

1995

Bradley “
B ra d ”D ixon
3869 M a rb u rg A ve., C in cin n a ti, O H 45209
p p a gen o@ aol.com

Rebecca Stuart sends, “
Greetings from
Maine. I’
m embarrassed that it’
s taken me 11
years to submit my first class note! In 1998 or
so, I left my cubicle job as a product manager
for a small company to work in the outdoors
as a whitewater river guide. I still guide in the
spring and fall, but for the last four summers,
I’
ve owned and mn a small seafood takeout
restaurant on an island about eight miles off
the coast o f Acadia (Bar Harbor), Maine.
“
During the winter season, I coach skiing
and waitress at Sugarloaf/USA in western
Maine. That’
s where I met my true love, Bob
Waddle (look for more about him in future
updates!). I often think about my time at
Wooster and keep in close touch with my five
best friends whom I met in my first year. I’
d
love to hear from other classmates at
rstuartis@hotmail.com.”
Alison Brown Conroy and John L.
Conroy III live in Grosse Pointe, Mich. She
writes, “
John and I met in the blackout of
Aug. 2003, when we lived across the street
from one another in Birmingham, Mich. We
got married in 2005 in Pinehurst, N.C. (see
photo, p. 35). I would love to hear from
anyone, especially in the Michigan area, at
ABConroy@ameritech.net.”
Kristin Emigh Riker-Coleman ’
97 notes,
“
Erik Coleman completed a Ph.D. in history
at the U o f North Carolina last August. He
and I each teach at Lake Superior College in
Duluth, Minn.”
Lamont Paris ’
96 and Todd Bescak
attended the Final 4 this year in Indianapolis.
They enjoyed the games, but one o f the high-

lights was meeting and playing pool with the
Co-National Basketball Players o f the Year,
Adam Morrison and J. J. Redick. Lamont has
been an assistant basketball coach at the U o f
Akron for the past two years. Todd is in his
third year o f private practice in ophthalmology
on Clevelands West Side.

1996

M ichelle Perrigo
2114 S u n n yside Dr., A pt. C 1 9 ,K alam azoo, M I
49048, m eesch @ stratos.n et

NEW! E m ilie M c L a r n a n
B ox 559, G am bler, O H 43022
em m clarn an @ yahoo.com

Summer Koladin Plantz has joined the
law firm o f Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease
LLP in its Cincinnati office. She is a staff
attorney practicing in the commercial and real
estate group. Prior to joining Vorys, Summer
was an associate with Akerman Senterfitt in
Miami, where she assisted in the preparation
and oversight o f Brownfield site rehabilitation
agreements, reviewed environmental provisions
in real estate, and assisted with environmental
due diligence in corporate and real estate
transactions. She served as an assistant attor
ney general for the Ohio Attorney G eneral’
s
O ffice (2000-05, environmental enforcement
section), representing the Ohio EPA in civil
enforcement o f state solid waste and emer
gency response laws. E-mail Summer at
jaynsummer@yahoo.com.
Dawn Walker, d_abena3@hotmail.com,
graduated in May with an M.B.A. in market
ing and strategy from Southern Methodist U
in Dallas. She returned to Ohio to work for
Procter and Gamble in Cincinnati.
Clinton and Angela Martin Behm,
clintbehm@yahoo.com, welcomed a “
beauti
ful”daughter, Amelia Faith, on Feb. 26. Her
big sister, Emily, enjoys helping with Am elia’
s
care. In addition to her parents, Amelia is
related to the following Woosterites: grandpar
ents Tim Behm ’
68 and Jeanette Dupree ’
69
Behm, uncles Ford Behm 75 and Greg
MacMillan 70, aunts Linda Dupree
MacMillan 73 and Carol Dupree 77, and
cousin Stephanie MacMillan ’
99.

friend for five weeks but returned to find my
house still standing, without any floodwater. I
had to switch jobs, but my two puppies and I
are surviving just fine. New Orleans is re
building, but we really need tourists to come
back. I’
d love to host Wooster friends. I can be
reached at my new e-mail, vivekrunner30@
yahoo.com. G od bless you all for your
thoughts and prayers.”
Jennifer Norris Hughes, hughes.jennifer@
att.net, got married in May 2005 to LeRoy
Flanders, “
a fellow bookaholic and author o f
the novel The Gold Heart!’
Jennifer continues,
“
In January I began as bookstore coordinator
for the Society for Human Resource Manage
ment. My daily commute changed from 40
minutes to three hours, but I have more time
to read on the long bus and metro rides. I’
d
love to hear from other W oo alums!”
Zach and Anne Overton Lyman live in
Iowa City. Each is completing a doctor o f
musical arts degree at the U o f Iowa. They
thankfully survived unscathed the formidable
tornado that wrought local devastation in the
spring. Anne has been awarded a Fulbright for
post-doctoral study in choral conducting in
Belgium for the fall. Zach, a trumpet player
who worked with Wes Tree in news services
(now public information) at Wooster, has a
tenure-track faculty position in music at
Pacific Lutheran U in Tacoma, Wash.
Leslie Hammer, lesliehammer@yahoo.
com, writes from San Jose, Calif., “
Bryan
Prusha ’
98 and I are in the midst o f an amica
ble divorce. I’
m a full-time mom to our son,
Evan (1) and loving it.”
In June C h icago’
s Erik Sosa presented
Color and Theory and Lines...Oh My!, an exhi
bition o f new paintings at the Media Center
in Chicago. His design also was selected for
the Gay Games Commemorative Arts poster.
Erik’
s passion for art carries over to his support
o f the nonprofit community. He has donated
pieces o f work to benefit organizations such as
Center on Halsted, Victor C. Neumann Asso
ciation, the AIDS Foundation o f Chicago, and
s also organizing the
Heartland Alliance. H e’
first annual Sunnyside Up-Town Arts Festival,
scheduled for Aug. 26-27. Keep up with Erik
at www.erikrsosa.com.
Carrie B. Myers married Michael Felice
last September (see photo, p. 38).

1997

Suzanne M. Fletcher
727 N. N ev a d a A ve., A pt. 1, C olora d o S prin gs, C O

80903, siou xfletch @ yah oo.com

Vivek Khanna says, “
It is heartwarming to
see how much the College and its students
have done to support victims o f Hurricane
Katrina. As a resident o f New Orleans, I know
first-hand the loss due to the storm. I evacuated to Houston to live with a grad school

1998

Terrence H eubert
618 F St. N E , #9, W ashington, D C 20002-5250

Sally Thelen
• woosterclassofl998@ yahoo. com

In honor o f our three-year anniversary as
Class o f’
98 secretaries, we (Terry Heubert
and Sally Thelen) staged a reunion in

Washington, D.C., celebrating in a style suit
able for people in such a high-ranking posi
tion. While reminiscing over the milestones o f
classmates, we drank too many margaritas and
developed our sunburns on the roof deck o f
Terry’
s condominium building on Capitol
Hill. Rather than the traditional third anniver
d appreciate presents
sary gift o f leather, w e’
suited to our dedication— expense paid trips to
Cancun or donations to our margarita fund.
While we consider our completion o f three
years on the job without being fired, physically
threatened, or verbally harassed as something
o f an accomplishment, classmates have also
accomplished equally noteworthy goals.
Holly Kyle Dixon and Brad Dixon ’
95 had
their second daughter, Charlotte Amy, on Feb.
26. They’
re in search o f a bigger house to
accommodate their collection o f children and
toys. Holly also coaches a competition writing
team. (They have sweatshirts and everything.
Sounds like an ideal third anniversary gift.)
Find Holly at dixonh@wyomingcityschools.org.
Matthew and M eg McLaughlin Sparks
welcomed their son, Aidan James, on Mar. 20.
Wooster Class o f 2028? M eg teaches gifted
eighth grade American history, and Matt
teaches seventh and eighth grade art. They five
in Hilliard, Ohio. Reach them by e-mail at
matthewesparks@yahoo.com.
HilaryTeynor, hilary.teynor@uwc.edu,
reports that she’
s graduating with a Ph.D. in
English from the U o f Wisconsin-Madison.
She has served as a teaching assistant and
lecturer at the university. Hilary completed her
dissertation entitled, “
On the Outside o f the
Inside: Servants, Wards, and Family Structures
in Eighteenth-Century Fiction and Drama.”
(Hilary explained this study to us during a visit
last year. We didn’
t understand what she was
talking about then and are equally perplexed
now.) She has accepted a position as assistant
professor o f British literature at the U o f
Wisconsin-Wausau. She invites everyone to
visit, but beware, it sounds very outdoorsy.
Shannon Erby, <shannonerby@yahoo.com >,
teaches ethnic studies and U.S history at
Berkeley (Calif.) High School. She has
become a notable Aztec dancer and drummer,
performing around the state, and volunteers at
the California Abortion Rights Action League.
Heather M cCone Hustwit writes that she
continues her work with REI, now as “
outdoor
school guide.”This new program provides
adventuresome day trips for people who don’
t
have the time or equipment to put together an
outing on their own. Heather leads the hiking
and navigation classes, as well as “
geocoach
ing.”She’
s taken up snowboarding and invited
us to hit the slopes with her next winter.
Heather says she sometimes goes indoors, but
only because she is addicted to “
L ost”
— aren’
t
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C la s sN o te s
we all? Find her at mcconehustwit@yahoo.com.
Kristen SchermerTaavialma says, “
Our
little girl joined us on Aug. 5, 2005, and is the
light o f my life! Her older brother, Dakota, is
all boy and driving me nuts. I teach at a jail for
kids and love every moment o f it. I went back
to Wooster for what was likely the last
Bacchanalia, so sad, but was thrilled to reunite
with friends and family. A shout out to anyone
95. Please
who has heard from Scott Weaver ’
have him drop me a line at ktaavialma
@gmail.com. It’
s been too long.”
Terry ran into Nate Beachler, nbeachler@
theoceanaire.com, at the Oceanaire Seafood
Room in Baltimore, where Nate is the
manager. He was in charge o f opening this
restaurant. Nate recently married Kathy Ward,
kathrynbeachler@verizon.net.The wedding
was full o f Wooster alums (see photo, p. 39).
Nate gave more details, but they’
re fuzzy. He
was plying Terry with drinks so Terry would
write nice things. (This strategy works!) Ask
for Nate at the restaurant, and he’
ll comp your
meal— or at least buy you a drink!
Matt Mariola, mjmariola@uwalumni.com,
reports that he “
decided to do things back
wards: first have a baby, then get married, then
get a graduate degree.”Matt, his wife, Debora,
and son, Luca, live in Wooster, where Matt is
completing research for a Ph.D. in rural soci
ology (“
complete with blazing job prospects”
)
at the good ole OARDC.
Finally, we (Terry and Sally) would like to
report that during our third anniversary cele
bration weekend, we met Leah Montesano
and her husband, Nate Schifrick ’
99. We
managed to convince them to get a baby
sitter for their adorable children, Ellie and
Claira, and celebrate Cinco de Mayo with
us. Leah works as a clerk for Judge Mary
Ellen Barbera in M aryland’
s Court o f
Special Appeals. Nate is an engineer with
Northrop Grumman.

1999

D eborah K ru d w ig G utow ski
1111 C h u rch illR d., L yndhurst, O H 44124
W oosterl9 9 9 @ aol.com

Nick Lacy says, “
My wife, Sarah, and I live
in Ann Arbor with our son, Charlie (3 mos.).
After three years with the YMCA, I now sell
real estate. Look me up if you are in town, at
nlacy@surovell.com.”
Joshua Selsby, jselsby@mail.med.upenn
.edu, says, “
I’
ve been meaning to write, the
Web site makes it convenient, so I’
m out o f
excuses. After Wooster I graduated from
Ohio State U with a m aster’
s in exercise
physiology. Last year I completed a Ph.D.
from the U o f Florida, focusing on muscle
physiology. While there, I married Erin
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McGlothlin. We live in Philadelphia, and
I’
m completing a post-doc at the U o f
Pennsylvania. Erin works as a nurse. If
anyone wants to stop by, drop us a note.”
Emily Hendel, Matt Lang, Jesse
Larson, Dave Cooper, G reg Boettner, and
Amelia Lorenz ’
01 gathered on New Year’
s
Day at the Chicago home o f Emily and
Matt for dinner and time to catch up.
Emily completed a m aster’
s in nursing in
2004 and planned to finish nurse practi
tioner coursework in June. Matt graduated
last May from M cCorm ick Theological
Seminary with an M.Div. and is seeking a
parish ministry position. Jesse is finishing
his first year at McCormick. Dave is work
ing on a Ph.D. dissertation and living in
Oregon. Greg also earned an M.Div. from
M cCorm ick last May and is the campus
minister at Alma College in Michigan.
Amelia works as an actor in Chicago,
recently playing a leading role in the musi
cal Practical Anatomy.
Jim Hafer sent his first update since
graduation— see how easy it is? H e writes, “
I
worked in Cleveland for a few years before
returning to my homeland (Martinsburg,
W.Va.) to become a realtor. I’
m entering my
fourth year and absolutely love it. And I
recently bought my own first home. Anyone
can reach me atjimhafer@gmail.com or
jimhafer.com.”
Another first time updater is Jen Rodina.
She’
s writing from quite a distance! “
A year
ago I finished an M.A. in elementary educa
tion at New York U. After two exciting years
in New York City, I now live with my boy
friend in a remote area o f Alaska. I run a small
lodge, doing nature tours and river rafting. I’
m
not able to use my new degree here, as there
are only two children (and 25 adults) in the
40,000-square-mile area, but I love this new
adventure! I invite W oo alums to come visit us
here in the Alaska Range. My e-mail is
jrr272@nyu.edu.”Road trip, anyone?
Vikram Seshadri also writes from the
West, “
I’
m in Los Angeles, where I’
ve been on
and off for the past seven years, after a year in
New York. I’
m an account supervisor with
Murphy O ’
Brien Inc., one o f L.A.’
s top five
independent ad agencies. I specialize in luxury
hospitality and restaurant PR. I’
m also active
politically with various causes, including the
Democratic Party, the Human Rights Com 
mission, and Moveon.”Catch up with Vik at
vik_seshadri@yahoo.com.
Chris “
Zefce”Coughlin and Lisa Lucas
’
02 got married last October in Cleveland (see
photo, p. 57). W oo guests spanned 16 class
years and traveled from as far away as
Massachusetts and Oregon. Rayanne Hawkins
’
01 was a bridesmaid. Lisa is in medical

school, and Zeke works as a computer
programmer (thanks to his flexible Wooster
degree in religious studies).

2000

M au ra Finn
1035 W ashington A ve., A pt. 2J, B rook lyn , N Y
11225, m a u ra fin n l2 @ h otm a il.com

Emily Welty earned a m aster’
s in inter
national peace and conflict resolution at
American U in Washington, D.C. In
February she served as a young adult stew
ard for the ninth Assembly o f the World
Council o f Churches in Porto Alegre, Brazil.
According to a press release, E m ily’
s best
friend at the assembly was a young woman
from Syria. “
I will never see that place, or
any other, the same way,”Emily told the
reporter. “
At a place like this, geography
becomes embodied in faces and stories. It’
s
like the UN, only less political.”Emily works
for the Association for Conflict Resolution
in Washington and is youth director at the
Takoma Park (Md.) Presbyterian Church.

2001

Joy Bishop L ove
P. O. B ox 566, W estfield Center, O H 44251
joybish op2 2 @ h otm ail.com

Eric Resnis sends an interesting travel
story. “
Last summer I spent two weeks in
Latvia discovering my roots. My father was
born in Latvia and fled the country during
WWII. I saw the farmhouse where he and the
rest o f his family were born. We stayed some
o f the time with a neighbor (also a distant
relative) who remembers our family well and
who remained in Latvia during the Soviet
occupation. The stories were fascinating...
from life in 1930s Latvia to W W II and the
Soviet occupation....We talked for days!
“
I also visited the resting places o f my
great-grandparents and saw a memorial that
lists the name o f an uncle I never knew who
was killed during WWII. Visiting these family
monuments had a profound effect on me and
left memories that will last forever.
“
Latvia is a special place with intriguing
characteristics. For instance, the difference
between the city and country, noticeable as
soon as you leave the city limits. The city is
fairly cosmopolitan, changing and adapting as
industry and tourism grows. Leaving the city
limits, you step back to a much simpler time...”
Jessica Critchlow lives in Albany, N.Y.,
where she is head womens lacrosse coach at
Union College. She reports that this year her
team went to the Sweet 16 for the NCAA
Div. Ill competition, finally losing to Middlebury in the finals. Congratulations!

THE WEDDING OF CHRIS
“ZEKE” COUGHLIN '9 9 AND
LISA LUCAS '0 2 ,
OCT. 8, 2 0 0 5 .

Cat Frederick
Browne '98, Kate Kionowski '99,
Gourang Wakade, Scott Coniam,
’02s, Craig Young ’99, Matt
“Zamboni” Neely, Brad Proper,
'98s, Francis Browne '99, Ben
Alcorn '96; front row Greyson
Fischer '00, Meredith Dreshar
'03, Rayanne Hawkins '01, Kiery
Kirchner '04, bride, groom,
Rachel Kirley '03, Joe Jaquette
'01, Troy Kozee '98, Jeff Winfield
'87, Dan Dean '02
back row, l to r

2002

M aren L. M iller
326 P in ey C reek Dr., B lack lick , O H 43004
m aren lm iller@ n etscape.n et

Whitney Lacefield writes, “
I still live and
thrive in Chicago, where I am the director of
the Campus Campaign for The Hillels o f
Illinois. Though the job can be taxing, it
provides a great oudet for my passion for
travel. Since I took the position a year ago, I’
ve
been to Israel, Toronto, Argentina, and even
exotic Connecticut! If you feel the hankering,
write to me at wlacefield@gmail.com.”(See
Whitney and other alums pictured on p. 54.)
Claire Frese, claire_frese@yahoo.com,
works in Kitwe, Zambia, with orphans and
other vulnerable children. “
It’
s an amazing
experience,”she writes, “
but I miss home,
especially my Wooster buddies. Please e-mail
if you get a chance. There’
s nothing like
getting a note from home!”
Stefine Pitzer says, “
After a long hiatus to
recover from the extremely difficult birth o f
our daughter, Dassi, a year and a half ago, I m
back to teaching Spanish part-time at the
Montessori School o f Wooster and Wee Care,
a daycare and preschool. I also tutor several
private students. I have several short stories
appearing in print this summer. Look for my
Work in the following magazines, Beyond
Gentauri, The Nth Degree, The Midnight Times,
and The StoryTeller\ E-mail me at
stefmekpitzer@mail.com.”
Maria Liszkay, mdl43ster@gmail.com,
completed an M.B.A. at Cornell U and
accepted a strategy position in Los Angeles with
an international risk management firm. She was
looking forward to taking a two-month vacation
before joining the work force. She’
ll spend time
with family in Ohio and visit Kate Dunne,

Linnea Bloom, and Miriam Esber.
Alexander J. Pries graduated from the U o f
Florida in December with an M.Sc. in ecology
and conservation. After a “
well-earned vaca
tion,”he signed on as a state biologist with the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Com 
mission. He explains, “
I’
ve made a huge switch
from researching cute critters like mice and
black bears to life as a marine biologist. I’
m
now working on a statewide population assess
ment o f stone crabs, highly valued for their
tasty claws. Reach me at alexander.pries@
gmail.com.”
Jonah Mytro was recently promoted to
marketing director for Mediaspike Inc., an
Internet marketing and business development
firm. He oversees client and vendor manage
ment for the multimillion dollar firm, based in
Brookline, Mass. Jonah’
s four-year old busi
ness, Spike Boston Volleyball (see www.
spikebostonvolleyball.com), specializes in host
ing and managing regional tournaments in
Boston and Rhode Island. It generated sales o f
over $50,000 this year. Entering his second
year as head coach for the Lasell College men’
s
volleyball team (www.lasell.edu),Jonah
amassed a record o f 13-17, leading the Lasers
to their most wins in school history. H e’
s an
active member o f the New England Volleyball
Association (a regional organization o f USA
Volleyball) as player, coach, and referee and
was elected to the board o f directors last year.
Contact him at Mytrojs@yahoo.com.
Darla Grace French, dgfrench@purdue.edu,
completed the first year o f a Ph.D. in interdis
ciplinary life sciences at Purdue U. She joined
a forestry and natural resources lab to work on
the emerald ash borer (an insect that kills ash
trees). Darla was awarded a five-year Graduate
Assistance in Areas o f National Need fellow

ship by the U.S. Department o f Education
and her Purdue department. Darla will design
and teach an undergraduate course as a part o f
that fellowship.
On February 12, Dan Dean teamed up
with Dick Figge (German, emeritus ) to
perform the comedy benefit Good Evening at
the Pickwick and Frolic in Cleveland, Ohio.
Dan, a non-Hodgkin’
s lymphoma survivor, has
been cancer-free for more than two years.
The proceeds went to the Lance Armstrong
Foundation. Good Evening, written and
performed by Peter Cook and Dudley Moore,
offers quirky, Monty Python-style humor.

2003

H annah Russell
99 Joh n St., A pt. 810, N e w York, N Y 10038
hw r203@ nyu.edu

Kendra H effelbow er
3 1 2 7 11th St. NW, W ashington, D C 20010
kh effelbow er@ yah oo. com

M arta Zaborow ski Ukropina
800 W. 38th St. A pt. 4204, A u stin , T X 78705
N E W ! M U k ropin a0 3 @ alu m n im ail.w ooster.edu

Justin Fusco and Laura Nesler were
married last July in Fort Collins, Colo, (see
photo, p. 58). They spent their honeymoon in
Kauai, Hawaii, and can’
t wait to go back!
Justin is a manager at a computer software
company, CreateHope Inc., in Washington,
D.C., and Laura is a managing editor and
writer for the American Association o f Blood
Banks in Bethesda, Md. They write, “
W e live
in the Friendship Heights area o f Chevy
Chase and welcome any Wooster visitors.
E-mail us atjustinandlaura@gmail.com.”
Jeffrey Alan Binder says, “
I’
ve been
called to M cCorm ick Theological Seminary,
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THE WEDDING OF
JUSTIN FUSCO AND
LAURA N ESLER ,’03S,
JULY 16, 2 0 0 5

Tim Fusco, Susan Kinney Fusco,
'74s, Jennifer Wroten, Lisa Basalla,
'03s, bride, groom, Daniel Welker,
Patrick Bowen, '03s, Shanda Franck
Nicely, Chris Nicely, '74s

l to r

where I will begin the M.Div. program this
fall. If you’
re in the Chicago area, send email to JeffreyAlanBinder@yahoo.com.”
Erin Donnell graduated from the U o f
Cincinnati College o f Law with a J.D. Erin
and Kristopher Bjerkaas have been a couple
for nearly five years. Contact her by e-mail
at erindonnelll8@hotmail.com.
Jen Bongiovanni married Craig Jackson
Feb. 19 in Buffalo (see photo, p. 36). The
couple took a Caribbean cruise and reside in
Buffalo. Jen is a speech-language pathologist
with Aspire o f Western New York. Craig, a
graduate o f the U o f Buffalo, is a mechanical
engineer at Enidine Inc.
My (Marta’
s) husband, David, and I each
graduated from Austin Presbyterian Theological
Seminary with an M.Div. This summer I’
ma
chaplain at Children’
s Medical Center in
Dallas. We are seeking ordination in the
Presbyterian Church (USA).

2004
Sarah Siebert
7632 C la rk St., O lm sted F alls, O H 44138
N E W ! sarahk siebert@ yah oo.com

Hanneke Hoekman-Sites, hah04@fsu.
edu, earned an M.A. this spring from Florida
State U and plans to work toward a Ph.D. in
anthropology. She and her husband, Brian
03, are interested in getting in touch
Sites ’
with other alums in the Tallahassee area.
Mary Cotton, mcotton695@adelphia.net,
will attend Case Western Reserve U in the fall
to study communication science disorders.
Dena Freeman, dfreeman04@alumnimail.
wooster.edu, has spent two years as an intra
mural research training fellow at the National
Institute o f Arthritis, Musculoskeletal, and
Skin Diseases at the National Institutes o f
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Health in Bethesda, Md. Dena says, “
I’
ll
enter the graduate program in public health
genetics at the U o f Washington in Seatde
this fall. Wooster people, please contact me.”

2005

E lizabeth Peebles

Congratulations to all o f us! We elected
Helena Iaquinta and Elizabeth W eiss as
class co-presidents and Margaux Day as
secretary. The drill is, we write to Margaux
and tell her all o f our news, or at least the
important bits, to publish here, our very
own class notes column. It will help us
keep in touch.

7914 C en tra l P ark Cir., A lexan dria, V/l 22309
egpeebles@ aol.com

Alex Curley, alexandracurley@gmail.com,
says, “
Hello from St. Bernard Parish, La. I
joined AmeriCorps N C C C last August as a
team leader. Members travel around and do
work in areas o f unmet human needs, such as
education, environment, public safety, and
disaster relief. Since the end o f March, my
team has been in St. Bernard Parish, which
borders on the lower Ninth Ward o f New
Orleans and experienced 100 percent
damage from last sum m er’
s hurricane. W e’
re
doing recovery until the end o f June. I
organize teams o f volunteers to gut houses.
The work is rewarding, and I might be here
for the long haul, even after my AmeriCorps
commitment is over. Contact me if you want
to volunteer!”
An essay from Sheila L im in g’
s I.S. was
accepted for publication in a collected
volume by Palgrave-Macmillan. Edited by
Thomas Peele o f Boise State U, the book is
tentatively titled Queer Pop Culture. Sheila’
s
essay is titled, ‘
“
Reading for it’
: Lesbian
Readers Constructing Culture and Identity
through Textual Experience.”

2006

M argau x D ay
1301 W oodshire SE, G ra n d R apid s, M I 49506
egrprin cess@ aol. com

B irth s

&c A d o p t io n s

To Mandy and Jeff G osdin ’
99, a son,
Grant Robert, May 2,2006, joining sister
Gabriela (1)
To B rookejohn son Slone ’
96 and Jason
Slone ’
95, a son, Nicholas Dylan, Mar. 12,
2006, joining Scott Andrew (2)
To Brian ’
94 and Laura Fernbach
W right ’
96, a daughter, Marielle Grace,
Apr. 12, 2006, joining brother Jacob (2)
To Robert and Amy Lawrence Bozza ’
94,
a son, Matthew Daniel, Feb. 11, 2006,joining
sister Julia (5) and brother Patrick (2)
To Erik and Allison M cDowell Enstrom
’
93, a daughter, Cameron Erika, Aug. 5, 2005,
joining brother Jackson (3)
To Dana and Ellen Donahue Hartup
’
91, twin sons, Brexton and Brogan, Apr. 28,
2006, joining brothers Conner (6) and
Patrick (4)
To David ’
90 and Joan Cosgrove ’
91
Coogan, a son, Leo Francis, Jan. 17, 2006,
joining sister Lucy (3)

M a rria ges

Devon Herl ’
03 and Richard A b eit ’
02,
July 15, 2006
’
03s Molly Moreland and Barton Myers,
M ay 27,2006

W e’
ve M ov ed

Gene ’
41 and M aryjane Benson ’
43 Beem
26376 John Rd., Apt. 121
Olmsted Township, O H 44138
Robert Johnson ’
44
14 Fort St., Athens, O H 45701
rjohn965@columbus.rr.com

Barbara M ortensen Rosnagle ’
53
2758 Cliffrose Dr. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
Jim ’
52 and Viv Tuttle ’
53 Hughes
1249 Rafferty Rd., King Ferry, NY 13081
Bill Y oder’
63
P.O. Box 18, Mae Jo Sansai, Chiang Mai
50290 Thailand
Jennifer Young Liles ’
90 and family
375 Hickory St., Milford, Ohio 45150

In M e m o r ia m : A lu m n i

’
85 Curtis Davidson McLaughlin, July 13,
2005, Philadelphia, Pa. He majored in geology
and belonged to the College Republicans
(serving as president), and the Jenny
Investment and the Geology Clubs. Curtis
was also president o f Douglass Hall. He
worked in the insurance business, most
recently at Safe Harbor Financial Inc. Service.
Survivors include his parents, Sam and
Barbara McLaughlin. A sister died previously.
’
83 M. Sue Schutz Walters, Richmond,
Va., Feb. 13, 2006, o f cancer. Having formerly
worked as a graphic artist in advertising, Sue
had just begun a career teaching elementary
and middle school special education students.
She belonged to New Hanover Presbyterian
Church, where she taught vacation bible
school and worked in other ministries for chil
dren. The church maintains a memorial fund
m her name. Surviving are Sue’
s husband,
Rick, five children, her father, Roy Schutz, five
siblings, and a grandson.
’
79James E. Palma, Youngstown, Ohio,
Sept. 12, 2005. He majored in speech and
belonged to Phi Delta Sigma. Survivors
include his mother, Mary Helen Palma.
’
78 Lawrence F. Miller, Dayton, Ohio,
Nov. 13,2005, o f cancer. Larry earned a law
degree from Ohio Northern U in 1983. He
was assistant city law director in Mansfield,
Chio, and practiced law there before moving
t°Dayton. There he practiced law and helped
manage several companies. He was an avid
race car and football fan. His wife, Mary Jean

“
MJ”Miller, two sons, and two brothers
survive. Another brother died previously.
’
74 Robert L. Fields, Dayton, Ohio, Oct.
24,2005. Bobby played Scot football. Fie
worked in finance. Survivors include his wife,
Stephanie, and a daughter.
’
68John H enry Santose Jr., Amelia, Ohio,
Feb. 28, 2006. John majored in history. With a
master’
s in public administration from Kent
State U, he worked for 30 years in the field o f
developmental disabilities. After 22 years in
Wooster, working with Apple Creek Develop
ment Center for much o f that time, he moved
to the Cincinnati area. John retired as superin
tendent o f the Southwest Ohio Developmental
Center in Batavia. A daughter survives.
’
67 Stephanie Plum Guthrie, Denver,
Colo., formerly o f Wooster, Dec. 5,2005.
Stephanie attended Vassar College for a year
but had to leave during the Great Depression.
As her own daughter left for college,
Stephanie turned to Wooster to finish a B.A.
She majored in sociology and earned a
master’
s in counseling and education from
Akron U in 1972.
Stephanie was a social worker at Boys’
Village in Smithville, Ohio, for 24 years. She
was active at Wooster’
s Westminster Presby
terian Church, a Wayne County Department
o f Social Services board member, and a Meals
on Wheels volunteer. Stephanie helped create
Hospice o f Wayne County and served on its
first board. She attended many events at the
College before moving to Colorado in the
1990s. Her hobbies included knitting, bridge,
tennis, and golf. Stephanie married Edward
Guthrie in 1938; he died previously. A son, a
daughter, and four grandchildren survive.
’
64 Sara “
Sally”Irvin Shields, Owyhee,
Nev., June 23, 2004. Sally studied in Germany,
where her father was a diplomat, before
coming to Wooster. She majored in German
and was a member o f the German and
International Relations Clubs, Kez, and the
Student CFtristian Association at Wooster.
Sally also was senior resident at Holden Hall.
A year after graduation she married John
Shields ’
64. Her family recalls Sally’
s emphasis
on the value o f education as well as “
her many
talents and all-encompassing charm.”John
survives, as do a daughter and three sons.
x’
59 C. Sandra Cam pbell Appelman,
Teaneck, N.J., July 7, 2002. Sandra played in
the orchestra and the chamber orchestra and
belonged to Trumps at the College. She grad
uated from the Eastman School o f Music in
1959. Sandra played the cello with various

ensembles, including the Halifax and San
Antonio Symphonies, the Hudson Trio, and
the New York Symphonic Ensemble. She also
taught private lessons. In San Antonio she met
and married Gerald Appelman, who survives,
in addition to a daughter and a son.
’
57 Robert A. Andrews Jr., Windsor,
Conn., Dec. 17,2005. A math major, Bob
belonged to Section Eight and played Scot
varsity basketball. He was a systems engineer
with IBM, retiring in 1992 after 30 years. Bob
and his wife, Karen Neumann Andrews,
owned and operated Price Whitford Travel
Agency. Bob enjoyed bowling and golf. His
wife, a son, a daughter, and four grandchildren
survive. A sister died previously.
x’
54 Carol Maurer Alexander, Cuyahoga
Falls, Ohio, Jan. 16, 2006. Carol attended
Wooster for two years and earned a B.S. and
R.N. from Western Reserve U. She worked
with the Visiting Nurse Service in both
Cleveland and Akron and was an instructor at
the Idabelle Firestone School o f Nursing at
Akron City Hospital for many years. Her
husband, Theodore, and a daughter preceded
her in death. Two sons, three grandchildren,
and a sister survive.
’
54 G eorge D. McKaig, Santa Barbara,
Calif., July 5, 2005. George played in the Scot
band and sang in the choir and the Men’
s
Glee Club. He belonged to Second Section
and majored in philosophy, graduating Phi
Beta Kappa. George married Nancy Anderson
in 1950. He earned a law degree from Stanford
U in 1957 and practiced in Santa Barbara.
George worked with Project Outreach o f the
Legal Aid Foundation, giving free legal help to
senior citizens. He nurtured his love o f music,
singing and performing with civic and church
groups and belonging to the Gilbert and
Sullivan Association. George was an active
member o f First Presbyterian Church in Santa
Barbara. Nancy survives, as do five children
and several grandchildren.
’
53 Marilyn M ouser Snider, Cleveland,
Ohio, Dec. 16, 2005. Lyn majored in history
and belonged to Kez and the International
Relations Club. She sang in the Women’
s
Chorus and choir and served as class secre
tary as a senior. Lyn also studied at the U o f
Alaska, Columbia U, and Defiance and
Ohio Dominican Colleges. She worked for
the department o f youth services in the
Columbus area. Warm, enthusiastic, and
joyful, she thoroughly enjoyed turning
young people on to books and reading. In
1991 Lyn, a Presbyterian elder, was awarded
the Living Faith Award by the Metropolitan
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Area Church Council. She was preceded in
death by her husband, Robert Snider. Two
sons survive, as do four grandchildren, two
great-grandchildren, and two sisters.
x’
51 G eorge L. Bing, Pompano Beach,
Fla., Feb. 25, 2005. He belonged to Sixth
Section during his two years a Wooster. A
graduate o f The Wharton School o f the U o f
Pennsylvania, George owned and presided
over Bing Furniture Store in Cleveland,
Ohio, before moving to Florida. Surviving
are his second wife, Pauline Reingardt Bing,
four sons, two daughters, 11 grandchildren,
and a sister. His first wife, Roxanne Katz
Bing, and a brother died previously.
x’
50 Audrey Black Frush, Sarasota, Fla.,
Nov. 9, 2005. Audrey earned a B.A. from
Baldwin-Wallace College and an M.Ed.
from Emory U. She owned and managed a
mobile home park in Sarasota and was
active in state and local business organiza
tions as well as arts groups. Husband Leon
Frush died in 1989. Audrey later married
David Marcus, who survives, in addition to
her four children.
’
50 Edward “
T ed”G. Strain, Dartmouth,
Mass., Aug. 15, 2005. Ted served in the U.S.
Navy during WW II. At Wooster he majored
in psychology and belonged to Seventh
Section. He served as the C E O o f a regional
food management company. Ted belonged to
the Congregational Church o f South
Dartmouth. His wife, Gloria Hollis Strain,
two daughters, and a grandson survive.
x’
49 Mary Ann Pontius Berry, Wooster,
Dec. 30,2005. Mary Ann served with the
WAVES in the U.S. Navy during WWII. In
1945 she married James Berry ’
47, who died
previously. She taught French at the Lima
branch o f Ohio State U and presided over the
Junior Women’
s League in Wooster. She also
served as a medical receptionist. Three sons
survive. A brother, William Pontius ’
49, and a
sister died previously.
x’
49 Robert G. Schicker, Georgetown,
Del., Dec. 18,2005. Bob attended Wooster for
two years. He belonged to Eighth Section and
was the Scot band’
s drum major. In 1948 he
married Mary Bryan ’
49. Bob served in the
U.S. Army for almost 30 years in intelligence
and corrections. The family lived in several
countries before Bob retired as command
sergeant major.
Locally known as “
Professor Auguste, Le
Clown Made-in-USA,”Bob’
s clowning in
Europe and the U.S. earned honors (see
Wooster, Fall 1990). Active in the
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International Brotherhood o f Magicians and
Clowns o f America, International, he co
founded Clowns o f Delaware. Bob later
became interested in lapidary— carving and
engraving minerals, bone, and glass. His wife,
two sons, including Scott Schicker x’
78, a
daughter, and several grandchildren survive.
x’
48 Harriet Bagby Studer, Santa Barbara,
Calif., Jan. 26, 2005. She married Warren
Studer; they had two children.
x’
46 Bradford Mishler, Bradbury, Calif.,
May 2, 2004. He earned a B.A. from Pomona
College and worked as a personal investor. He
married Christine Miller in 1973. Brad volun
teered for arts organizations.
x’
46 Betty N eufangTorrey, York, Pa.,
Nov. 1, 2002. Betty attended Wooster for a
year and graduated from Western Reserve
U as an R.N. She married Carl Almquist in
1946; they had four children. Betty was a
4-H leader and studied public health at the
U o f Rochester. She cared for Carl after he
was stricken with polio in the 1950s. After
his death, she remarried.
x’
45 Harold E. DeBolt, Boulder, Colo.,
Feb. 11, 2004, o f complications from brain
surgery. Harold attended the College for
two years and graduated from the Carnegie
Institute o f Technology in 1947. He later
earned an M.A. and Sc.D. from Carnegie.
Harold worked in research at AVCO Missile
and Space Systems in Massachusetts. His
wife, Dolores McCreanor DeBolt, died
previously, and his brother, Warren ’
41, died
in Jan. 2006. Four daughters, two sons, and
a sister survive.
’
44 Eleanor W ebster A rnold, Bethany,
Okla., Jan. 23, 2006. A Latin and German
major, Eleanor won several College honors,
including the Elias Compton, Galpin, and
Jonas O. Notestein Prizes. She belonged to
Darts and the German and Classical Clubs,
served on the boards o f the Women’
s
Student Government and the Women’
s
Athletic Associations, and played in the
Scot band. She pursued graduate study at
the U o f Iowa and taught there and at
Ohio State U. The family moved often,
settling in Oklahoma in the 1960s.
Eleanor’
s volunteer efforts included
AAUW, an urban mission, a Braille group,
and 30 years with Meals on Wheels, among
numerous other groups. She served on a
Methodist church executive board and a
Presbyterian church session. Surviving are
her husband o f 61 years, D on Arnold, three
sons, three daughters, seven grandsons,

seven granddaughters, and a sister, Mary
“
Molly”Webster McCullough ’
53.
’
43John O. Clay, see page 62.
’
43 Edson B. Houston, Itasca, 111., Sept.
23,2005. Edson was a veteran o f W W II and a
retired auditor for the Chrysler Corp. In 1946
he married Dorothy Olsen. Three children
and six grandchildren survive. Dorothy and a
son died previously.
’
42 M arion Conrey-Setzer, Dayton, Ohio,
Sept. 8, 2005. Marion was a geology major.
She taught navigation in the WAVES (U.S.
Navy) for six years. Marion, earned an M.A.
from Ohio State U (1948), and an M.L.S. and
another M.A. from the U ofWisconsinOshkosh (1952,1954). She retired as head o f
the department o f geography at Marian
College in Wisconsin. She belonged to the
League o f Women Voters and AAUW.
Marion enjoyed collecting stamps and spend
ing time at her cottage on Lake Winnebago.
In 1980 she married Alfred Setzer, who died
in 1996.
’
42 Louise Stewart Devitt, Rushville, 111.,
Dec. 31, 2005. An English major, Louise
belonged to Imps and sang in the choir and
Women’
s Chorus. Louise married William
Devitt ’
42 in Memorial Chapel the fall after
graduation; he died previously. She belonged
to First Presbyterian Church o f Rushville,
PEO Sisterhood, and the Schuyler Arts
Council. Louise also helped found the
Schuyler Singers. Two sons, two daughters,
eight grandchildren, and a sister, Marjorie
Stewart Moreland ’
45, survive.
x’
42 Annie L. Guinther “
A lgy”Peterson,
Copley, Ohio, Dec. 12,2005. After leaving
Wooster, she attended Syracuse U. Annie
volunteered at the Akron Art Museum and
belonged to the Stan Hywet Foundation and
Bath United Church o f Christ. She also
served in the Junior League, Urban League,
and American Iris Society. She cared devot
edly for her husband, Andrew Peterson, who
resided in a nursing home for eight years
before he died. Surviving are four children,
including Hilary ’
77, three grandchildren, and
two great-grandchildren. A sister also died
previously.
x’
41 VitoJ. Brenna, Cocoa Beach, Fla.,
Feb. 20,2005. Vito attended the College
before returning home to Trenton, N.J., to
help with the family laundry business. After
his retirement in 1970, he held positions at Ft.
Dix Army Base and Brenna Funeral Home,
until retiring in 2002. Vito then moved to

Florida. He was well-known for his great
cooking. His wife o f 35 years, Anne Hughes
Brenna, died in 1988. Two sons, a daughter,
and five grandchildren survive.
’
41 Warren H. DeBolt, Richmond, Va.,
Jan. 3,2006. Warren belonged to Sixth
Section and majored in chemistry. In 1942 he
married Eleanor Rogers ’
42, who died in
2003. Warren joined the Goodyear Tire and
Rubber Co. in Akron, Ohio, and worked in a
variety o f positions for 18 years, intermpted by
service in the U.S. Navy during WWII. He
retired in 1987 after 27 years with Reichhold
Chemical Industries. The family lived in
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, and Dover, Del.
Warren belonged to Christ Episcopal Church
in Dover and was active in the diocese.
Surviving are two sons, two daughters,
eight grandchildren, two great-grandchildren,
and a sister.
’
41 Byron “
By”W. Hurlbut, Westwood,
Mass., June 19,2005. By majored in chemistry
and won letters in Scot football and baseball.
He married Mary Elizabeth “
Mel”Lytle ’
41;
she died in 2002. By learned weather forecast
ing while in the U.S. Navy during WWII. He
owned a sporting goods business in his native
Pittsburgh and then owned and ran Carroll
Transport, selling trailers for semis. He retired
in 1983 and penned several novels. By loved to
hunt and fish. A daughter survives.
’
41 Marie H orst Riley, Mission Viejo,
Calif., Nov. 25,2003. Marie belonged to the
Education Club, sang in the choir, and
majored in music at the College. In 1973 she
earned an M.L.S. from the U o f Southern
California. Marie was a retired teacher and
librarian. Two sons survive.
’
40 Anne H olden Gould, Grand Junction,
Colo., Jan. 15, 2006. Her father was Louis
Edward Holden H ’
37, former president o f the
College. Anne majored in English and gradu
ated Phi Beta Kappa. She belonged to Sphinx,
the Classical Club, and Sunday Evening
Forum and sang in the Women’
s Glee Club.
Anne took graduate study at Akron U,
Western State College (Kalamazoo, Mich.),
and Indiana U. Anne was interested in
promoting local and Native American artists.
She was awarded the U.S. Public Health
Service Outstanding Special Service Award
for Medical Services on the Sioux-Assiniboine
Reservation and Benefactor o f the Year for
1993 for Hilltop Services in Grand Junction.
Anne enjoyed travel and journalism. She
jvrote articles for several publications, includ
ing the Daily Record, Todays Health, and Grand
Junction Daily Sentinel. She founded Flair

Travel Consultants o f Wooster and Target
Travel and Tours o f Rifle in Gunnison, Colo.,
and was a partner in two other Colorado travel
agencies. She belonged to AAUW, the DAR,
and Mesa County Medical Auxiliary.
Preceding her in death were her first
husband, James Braden, and second husband,
Arch Gould ’
25. Three sons, John Braden ’
65,
Louis Braden x’
68, and James Braden x’
63, a
daughter, four stepsons, including Ronald
Gould ’
57, a stepdaughter, and several grand
children, including Brian Gould ’
03, survive.
’
39, H ’
64 Ernest Bigelow, Gettysburg, Pa.,
Dec. 31, 2005. Ernie belonged to the Con
gressional and International Relations Clubs
and Fifth Section and was a student elder at
Westminster Presbyterian Church. He
majored in history and philosophy. In 1942 he
married Ellen Boyd ’
37 and earned a B.D.
from Yale. He served with the U.S. Army.
In 1953 Ernie earned a master’
s o f sacred
theology from Oberlin College. He was
awarded an honorary degree from the College
(1964) and three years later earned a Ph.D. in
religion from Case Western Reserve U.
Ernie was a retired Presbyterian minister,
having served churches in Cincinnati and
Findlay, Ohio, among other places. He wrote a
book about Ellen’
s death from cancer. Sur
viving are two sons, including Bmce ’
66, two
daughters, including Ann ’
68, six grandchil
dren, two great-grandchildren, and a brother,
43. Ernie’
s second wife, Rachel Cronk
Harry ’
Bigelow, and other siblings died previously.
’
39 Virginia Blair Fraboni, Palmyra, Va.,
Nov. 7,2005. Virginia majored in psychology
and belonged to Peanuts, the Psychology
Club, and the Intervarsity Christian Fellow
ship. In 1951 she married Leo Fraboni, who
died previously. Virginia earned a M.Ed. from
the U o f Pittsburgh (1959) and an M.L.S.
from Rutgers U (1970). She worked as an
elementary teacher and librarian in Hamilton,
N.J. The couple lived in Pennsylvania in retire
ment. A daughter survives.
’
39 W. M organ George, Dayton, Ohio,
Jan. 7, 2005. Morgan attended the Kirksville
School o f Osteopathy and practiced as an
osteopathic physician in West Carrollton,
Ohio. He married Lois Jean Sheppard in
1942; she survives.
’
39 W illiam M. Knight, Englewood, Fla.,
formerly o f Wooster and Huron, Ohio, Jan.
12, 2006. Bill also attended Bowling Green U
and Ohio Wesleyan U. He married Neva Jane
Howells x’
42 in 1940; she died in 1978. Bill
retired from farming and teaching in 1981 and
married Mary Buss the next year. A Presby

terian elder, he recently belonged to Engle
wood United Methodist Church. Bill enjoyed
building houses, fishing, and hunting and was
active in the Huron Historical Society.
Survivors include a daughter, three sons, 12
grandchildren, four great-grandchildren, and
siblings David ’
49 and Elsie Knight Kittle
x’
42. Siblings Lyman ’
37, William ’
39, and
Harriet ’
36 died previously.
x’
39 Beatrice G oodw in Kurfis, Bingham
ton, N.Y., Feb. 6, 2005. She worked in the
public library and enjoyed stamp collecting.
Her husband, Lawrence Kurfis, died previ
ously, in addition to siblings Martha ’
37 and
William ’
36. Two sons, four grandchildren,
and four great-grandchildren survive.
x’
39 Anita “
LaVonne”G ougler Weida,
North Canton, Ohio, June 25,2005. She
played the violin at the College and later in
the Canton Symphony Orchestra. Her
husband, Earl, and three sons survive.
’
38 Mary K. Baker, Norton, Ohio, Dec. 1,
2005. Mary graduated with distinction as a
math major. She earned a master’
s in speech
and theater from Northwestern U (1948) and
also did graduate work at Ohio State U. Mary
taught at Barberton High School, retiring in
1977. She served on the Republican Party
precinct committee, worked for the Board o f
Elections, and belonged to St. Paul Moore
United Methodist Church. Two siblings died
previously; several nieces and nephews survive.
’
38 G eorge McW illiams, Rochester, N.Y.,
Jan. 25,2006, four months after his 90th
birthday. At Wooster he majored in chemistry,
was a member ofTheta Chi Delta, the national
science honorary society, and graduated Phi
Beta Kappa. After a year o f graduate study in
organic chemistry at New York U, he joined
Eastman Kodak Co. He worked there for 38
years, closely involved in the development o f
film for color photography, before retiring in
1978. He is survived by his wife o f 60 years,
Doris Flodin McWilliams, two daughters, and
two grandchildren.
— George P. Clark ’
38
x’
37 Paul H. March, SeaTac, Wash.,
Dec. 30, 2005. Paul attended the College
for two years, served in the U.S. Air Force
(1936-46), and spent his career with Boeing
Aircraft in the pilotless aircraft division.
Paul married Elizabeth Germer in 1942;
she died in 1986. He later married Beatrice
Garlow. Paul hiked to work and enjoyed
mountain climbing. Surviving are his wife,
two daughters, a son, three grandchildren,
and a brother, Bob ’
35.
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37 H alene M cG u gin Weaver,
Phoenix, Ariz., Dec. 21, 2005, six days
before her 90th birthday. W ith a B.A. from
Western Reserve U and an M.A. from the
U o f Arizona, she taught school in Tucson
and at the U o f New Mexico. Halene
focused on early childhood and projects
such as child abuse awareness. She helped
develop the initial evaluation for Head Start
and was honored for her efforts nationally
and internationally. At Wooster Halene
belonged to Peanuts, the Pembroke Literary
Society, and the Glee Club. Her husband,
R. “
D ogie”Weaver, and sister, Betty ’
36,
died previously. Three sons survive.
’
37Joel M. Weaver, Akron, Ohio, Jan. 10,
2006, exactly 72 years after meeting his
future wife, Mary Ellen Frame ’
34, in
Andrews Library. He belonged to the
Geology Club. Upon graduation Joel was
selected for the Goodyear Training School
for Executives. He later transferred to
Goodyear Aircraft Corp. After W W II, Joel
became a real estate broker and land devel
oper. He belonged to High Street Christian
Church. In retirement, he spent time in
Charlotte, N.C., and joined Myers Park
Presbyterian Church. Surviving are his wife,
daughters Mary Jo Weaver MacCracken ’
65
and Helen Sue Weaver Kaufman ’
69, and
son Joel II x’
67. A sister, Mary Oleta
Weaver Wander ’
35, died previously.
—Mary Ellen Frame Weaver 34
’
36 R oger D. Curfman, Sun City West,
Ariz., Dec. 8, 2005. A geology major, he
played Scot varsity football, baseball, and
basketball and and belonged to First
Section. Roger played professional baseball
and then served in the U.S. Navy (1942-46).
He earned an M.S. at the U o f Michigan
and worked as a mining engineer before
joining Cleveland Electric Illuminating Co.
as a purchasing agent. Roger and his family
lived in East Cleveland, where he was active
in the Friends o f the Library In retirement
he and his wife, Althea, moved to Arizona,
where Roger taught swimming and CPR.
Althea, a daughter, a son, and several grand
children survive.
’
36 H enry C. Lee, Memphis, Tenn., Jan.
11, 2006. Henry majored in political science,
belonged to the International Club, and was
among the students who began and played
on the first Scot soccer team. After gradua
tion, Henry returned to his homeland,
China, to establish a plant for Wooster
Brush, but it closed in 1939. He then
worked for the YMCA, the UN, and the
American Embassy in China. W hen the
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Chinese Communists captured Shanghai in
1949, he moved his family to H ong Kong
and worked for the U.S. State Department.
In 1955 the Lees moved to the States.
Henry worked for the Chicago Sun Times,
operated an import business, and then
returned to the Wooster Brush Co. (1964).
He retired a decade later, lived in California
and Texas, and settled in Memphis in 1990.
A son, Henry ’
72, and three daughters,
including Margaret Lee Babb ’
69, survive.
x’
34 Grace Thayer Switzer, Andover,
Ohio, Jan. 9, 2004. Grace attended Wooster
for a year. She earned a B.A. from Ohio U
(1934) and married Ernest E. Switzer in 1942.
33 Kenneth G. M cBroom, Tampa, Fla.,
July 5, 2005. Ken found it difficult to find
employment after graduation, in the
Depression years, and studied drafting and
math in night school. He married Lucille
Mackey ’
36 in 1935. They moved to Ann
Arbor, Mich., in 1942, and Ken began a 31year career as a product design engineer at
Ford Motor Co. After retiring, he did
consulting for several more years. His wood
working hobby grew into building furniture
and specialty items, many o f them for John
Knox Village, where he and Lucille moved in
1981. Ken sang in the church choir and was
the resident association’
s treasurer. Surviving
are three daughters, including Janice
McBroom Weigand x’
61, a son, and several
grandchildren. His wife and a sister, Louise
McBroom Liske ’
33, died previously.
x’
32 Roberta Young Kehe, Santa
Barbara, Calif., Dec. 6, 2005. Roberta trans
ferred to Western Reserve U after two years
at Wooster and earned a B.S. in library
science. She worked at public libraries in
Mishawaka, Ind., and Akron, Ohio, where
she produced a children’
s radio hour. She
married Henry Kehe in 1948. Roberta was
the Akron Children’
s Hospital “
Library
Lady’
and a school librarian before retiring
in 1972. She was a Presbyterian deacon. Her
husband, son, daughter Margaret Kehe
Currie ’
62, and two sisters survive.
’
30 Paul D. Kurtz, Charlotte, N.C.,
formerly o f New Paltz, N.Y., Dec. 28,2005.
Paul operated Sanford Apple Orchards in
New York’
s Hudson Valley with his late
brother, Arthur. He later worked for Highland
National Bank. Paul loved the Catskill
Mountains and left a legacy o f paintings and
photographs o f that landscape. His wife o f 72
years, Mary “
Meddy”Montgomery Kurtz
x 33, survives, as do two daughters, two grand
sons, and three great-grandchildren.

’
29 H azel W illiam s Meyers, Lincoln, R.I.,
Nov. 7, 2005. Hazel majored in French,
belonged to the French and Glee Clubs, and
sang in the choir. In 1939 she married
Ambrose Meyers x’
28, who died earlier. She
had worked as a social worker for the state o f
Rhode Island, an executive for the Girl Scouts
in Massachusetts, and a librarian in Cleveland,
Ohio, and Providence, R.I. She belonged to
the Professional Women’
s Association, the
Blackstone Valley Historical Society, and the
Saylesville Friends Meeting. Hazel volunteered
for Girl Scouts and Meals on Wheels. Two
daughters, including Janet Meyers Allen ’
65,
four grandchildren, and two great-grandchil
dren survive. Two siblings, including Mary
Williams Hanley ’
32, died previously.
’
25 Rachel Conklin Mollet, Daytona
Beach, Fla., Mar. 8, 2002. Rachel married
Samuel Mollet 25 in 1926. The couple lived
in Massillon, Ohio, before moving to Florida.
They enjoyed traveling, visiting Wooster
friends, and spending time with their family.
Sam died previously. Survivors include three
children and nine grandchildren.
24 M artha Taylor Klapp, Columbus,
Ohio, Nov. 10, 2005, at age 103. Martha
belonged to Pembroke Literary Society,
sang in the Women’
s Glee Club, and
majored in English and history. She took
graduate study at Columbia U, Western
Reserve U, and Wittenberg U. Martha
taught and served as a school librarian
before marrying Ralph Klapp in 1931. They
settled in Columbus. Martha belonged to
the Covenant Lutheran Church in St. Paris,
Ohio, the Women’
s Christian Temperance
Union, and the Women’
s Club. Ralph died
in 2003. A son and grandson survive.

In M e m o r ia m : T ru stees

John O tis Clay ’
43, former Trustee, died
on May 15, 2006, in North Lawrence, Ohio.
Survivors include his wife, Margaret L. Reed
Clay ’
45, sons John R. x’
69, Michael K.,
Timothy K., and Thomas R., and daughter
Margaret Clay McQuaide. At its June meet
ing, the College Board of'Trustees issued a
Resolution in Memory, from which the
following is an excerpt.
John Otis Clay, Alumnus Trustee from
1984 to 1990, was born in Canton, Ohio on
Dec. 15,1921, the son o f Otis D. and Maude
Krumlauf Clay. Growing up in the Canal
Fulton, Ohio, area, he entered The College o f
Wooster in September 1939. His campus
activities were a foretaste o f his ongoing
commitment to the College. Serving as a
counselor in Douglass Hall, working on the

staff o f the Voice and Index, lettering in varsity
football under John Swigart and on the
varsity track squad under Carl B. Munson,
belonging to Fifth Section and the Congres
sional Club, elected treasurer and then presi
dent o f the Student Senate, serving on the
Y M CA cabinet, and working as an assistant
in the biology department, John graduated in
1943 with honors in his geology major and
won the William A. Galpin Award.
In May 1943, John Clay enlisted in the
U.S. Naval Reserve, assigned the next year
to the USS Pluck, a minesweeper operating
out o f New York. Handwritten letters sent
from the ship to the College alumni office
express his continuing eager interest in the
life o f the College. John served in the mili
tary until 1946.
On Dec. 28,1946, John married Margaret
Lucy Reed ’
45. Two years later, he earned a
master’
s degree in petroleum geology with
honors from the University o f Illinois and was
inducted into the Sigma Xi Society.
Mr. Clay then began a nearly 60-year
career in the oil and gas business. Working
initially as a field geologist with Standard
Oil o f California, he and his young family
moved in 1950 to Monroe, La. In 1954 he
formed a consulting firm, the Clay Oil and
Gas Corp., o f which he was president and
chief geologist. Two decades later he opened
the John O. Clay Exploration Company, a
firm that developed oil and gas fields in
Texas and northern Louisiana. Professional
activities included his presidency o f the
Northeastern Louisiana Chapter o f the
American Petroleum Institute.
Beginning in 1970, John became a parttime professor o f geology at Northeast
Louisiana University. In the spring o f 1983,
he taught petroleum geology at Wooster,
holding the Shoolroy Chair o f Natural
Resources. His commitment to the College
Was demonstrated by his role as class presi
dent, service on the Alumni Board (197073), efforts for the Campaign for Wooster
(1982-84), and his election as Alumni
Trustee in 1984. He served on the Audit,
Building and Grounds, Finance, Develop
ment, Student Relations, and Admissions
Policy Committees.
Mr. Clay’
s civic activities ranged from his 50year active membership at St. Paul Methodist
Church, to coaching the Rivers Oaks High
School tennis team, to working for the local
United Fund, Little Theater, American
Cancer Society and Chamber o f Commerce.
He was president o f the board o f directors o f
the Twin Cities Y M CA and received the
Twin Cities Outstanding Religion and
Community Leadership Award, as well as
the B’
nai B’
rith Community Service Award.

The Clays maintained a summer residence
at Clay’
s Park Resort in Canal Fulton, a family
recreational facility started by John’
s father in
the 1950s. After John became president o f the
resort corporation in 1966— as well as execu
tive vice president o f Outside Inns o f America
in 1970—-he welcomed College alumni events
at the park, notably in 1993 for his 50th class
reunion. Clay’
s Park has also been the tradi
tional site for a gathering o f student resident
assistants and directors, along with residence
life staff, prior to the fall semester.
For his unceasing attention to and partici
pation in the life o f the College, for his service
to the nation in a troubled time, and for his
wide-ranging professional and civic work, the
Board ofTrustees records its abiding gratitude.
— Beth Irwin Lewis
Acting Secretary, Board ofTrustees
Trustee, Emeritus, H arold Ross died on
May 15, 2006. Surviving are his wife, Mary
Sue Laign Ross, two sons and a daughter. At
its June meeting, the College Board o f
Trustees issued a Resolution in Memory, from
which the following is an excerpt.
Born June 3,1928, in Fort Wayne, Ind.,
Harold “
Hal”Ross, Emeritus Life Trustee, was
the son o f Jesse M. and Sally E. Ross. At
Indiana University, he majored in speech,
radio, television, and music. With a B.S. in
hand, Hal joined the U.S. Army in 1951 as a
private and was discharged in 1954 as a
sergeant. He then entered the graduate
program in the School o f Finance at New
York University, specializing in money and
banking and corporate finance. He trained at
the New York School o f Finance and earned
the New York Stock Exchange Certificate. In
April 1955 Hal returned to Indiana to marry
Maty Sue Laign.
An investment banker, Mr. Ross enjoyed a
25-year career with three firms: Blyth East
man Dillon Union Securities & Co., where he
moved from sales manager (1955) to partner
and first vice-president (1967); duPont Glore
Forgan, as manager o f institutional sales,
Western region (1972); and L. F. Rothschild
& Co. (1973-80). Retiring in 1980, he estab
lished Ashdale Income Fund and later joined
Hambrecht & Quist investment bankers and
Lafayette Capital Co.
Hal Ross began his service on the Board
at the June 1970 meeting. H e and Sue
graciously opened their California home to
College presidents J. Garber Drushal and
Henry Copeland. H al’
s tenure as an Active
Trustee, 1970 to 1986, began with
membership on the Finance Committee,
followed by service on both the Develop
ment and Investment Committees. He
belonged to the San Francisco Leadership

Group and volunteered for The Campaign
for Wooster and Independent Minds: The
Campaign for Wooster.
In Los Angeles Hal Ross was involved in
civic affairs, including the Junior Chamber o f
Commerce, the Bond Club o f Los Angeles,
and the Western Finance Association. His love
o f music was expressed privately in piano play
ing and publicly by chairing the Music Center
Arts and Education Fund o f Los Angeles.
Members o f this Board remember Hal playing
the piano in the President’
s House.
Hal was committed to the life o f the
Immanuel Presbyterian Church in Los
Angeles and the Lafayette Presbyterian
Church, serving as a trustee and treasurer and
singing in the Cathedral Choir. During his
tenure on the Board, two children graduated
from the College: William ’
84 and Elizabeth
“
Betsy”Ross Hyatt ’
85, who followed in her
father’
s footsteps by working in the financial
world and serving on the Alumni Board, the
San Francisco Leadership Group, and boards
o f the Presbyterian Church.
For his measured mastery o f the financial
world and his careful shepherding o f the
college’
s economic resources, and for his
gracious hospitality and generous support,
the Board ofTrustees records its abiding
gratitude.
— Beth Irwin Lewis
Acting Secretary, Board ofTrustees
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from

the

E d i t o r
Class Notes are compiled from reports by class
secretaries, news articles, press releases, and
letters and e-mail to the Alumni Office or the
editors. Notes may be edited for content and
space. We do not report upcoming events such
as engagements or pregnancies. Do not send
photographs that you wish to have returned; we
cannot publish all photos. We can use high
resolution digital images sent via e-mail.
Send news, obituaries, and photographs to:
Jimmy Wilkinson Meyer
A ssista n t E d itor, Wooster
108 E b e r t A rt C enter, T h e C o lle ge o f W ooster,
1189 B eallA v e., W ooster, O H 44691-2393
class_n otes@ w ooster.edu
p h on e: (330) 263-2243 fa x : (330) 263-2592

Copy deadlines for future issues:
August 18 for Fall
O ctober 22 for Winter
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A LOOK BACK

ily H i s t o r y

The band
COATS

In the beginning
The Index first mentioned the band in 1911:
“Wooster of late has been strongly buttressing her
athletics with this accessory, or with that. Of these
supports the newest and one of the most promising is
the Band. The Freshman class for this year may well
be proud that one of its members started and now
leads this musical organization. Mr. [Emmet] Feasel is
to be praised for his work, in a new field for Wooster,
and in a new school for him. It has been of ines
timable importance at all athletic games in helping to
win; it has been the creator of spirit at many college
functions. It is the hope of the organization that at
some time in the future the annual College Band
Concert may be as well established as are other
annual musical events now.”
CAPES

KILTS

In the 1920s
By the late 1920s, the players had donned jaunty caps and
replaced their coats and ties with Salvation Army-style capes.

** *

In 1940

^

The first band uniform kilts arrived from Scotland, a gift from
Bid Babcock, Class of 1894. Although this photo doesn’t
reflect it, by then the band was coeducational.
“I have seen kilted figures marching with the background of
the rugged Scottish Trossachs, the open fields of darkest
Africa, the deadly plains of India; but this was my first glimpse
of Scottish tartans in snow-clad Wooster... Director Davis led
the parade in snappy formations, spirited music, and a touch of
the sensational. Bagpipes! Cripes! What a sensation.”
—Index, 1940
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Sporting Wooster wear from the Wilson
Bookstore are the “Super Six”who helped
make the Alumni Weekend a success.
Back, from left: Brian Frederico '09, Bryan Rodda
06, Jessica Twombly '09; Front: Ali Drushal 09,
David Orr ’
06, Carly Carey ’
09

0- 263-2421

w. wilsonbookstore. com

Florence O. Wilson Bookstor

Wooster
A Q U A R T E R L Y MA GA Z I N E FOR A L U M N I &

F R I E N D S OF T H E C O L L E G E OF WOOS T E R

The College of Wooster | Ebert Art Center
1189 Beall Avenue [ Wooster, OH 44691-2393

In

C l o si
LITTLE

JESSICA

GIRL

HI LL

' 07

Jessica Hill, a religious studies major, captured this
image on the stairs of Wat Doi Suthep, a Buddhist
temple in northern Thailand. Hill studied Buddhism
and Thai culture during the fall 2005 semester.

IN TR OD U CI NG
THE INTERNATIONAL
STU DE NT NETWORK
http://alumni.wooster.edu/isan/mission.php

The mission of this newly formed group is
to ensure a vibrant international student
presence at The College of Wooster. The
group, currently led by Christabel Dadzie
’04, Qaisar “Q ” Imam, ’91, and Sohil N.
Parekh ’99, hopes to enhance opportunities
for international students before and after
graduation, and to connect international
alumni with the College, particularly its
current international students.

